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1965 WORKSHOP SESSION ON WARBLERS 
Reported by Robert L. Pyle 

Chandler Robbins' detailed ta.bl .es and keys for ageing and se 
Wood Warblers (family Parulidae) have been given wide circulation~ 
EBBA publications. They have opened the eyes of many handers tot 
possibilities for making definite determinations of age and sex ehe 
in this large and most confusing group, when one has the bird ~ i;en 
and knows exactly what to look for. However, Chan' s keys presuppo nd 
that the bird alrea dy has been identified to species. This p rereq :: 
ha s occasionally proven to be an embarassing hindrance to full appJ.i. ai_te 
of the key s . A bander hates to let a bird go unhanded just because :t~ 
isn't sure of its specie s - -- it hurts his pride. So Chan 's worksno 8 

session this year was devoted entirely to the problem of det ernu.n1n / the 
species of a warbler in the hand. 

In ge neral , said Chan , th is is "pre tt y easy " in spring, but much 
more diffi cul t in fall . The J7 species of warb l ers t ha t occur nornialq­
in EBBA terri to ry fall nat urally in to th re e gr oups . Grou p I inc lud e& 
t ho se that p r ece de the gen u s Dendroica in t he A.O. U. Checklist order (lo 
sp ec ies of 6 genera); Gro up 2 i s th e genu s Ien droica i t se l f (15 species 
in one genu s ): Group J in cl ud es thos e tha t f ollo w Tundro i ca (12 species 
of 6 gene ra ) o 

Group 2 -- the genus Dendroi ca -- all have pronounced wingbars or 
wing patches, and la rge tail spots. 
Groups 1 and J in general do not have wingbars, and may or may ll9t 

have spotting in the tail. Unfortunately, there are some exceptions _ 
it would be completely out of character if there were not. In Group 1. 
the Black-and-white, Blue-winged, Golden-winged and Parula have distinct 
wingbars, and the Tennessee may have faint ones. In Group J , the Redatart 
has large obvious wing patches and tail spots. 

Tail spotting is somewhat less distinctive as a criteria for separatillf; 
the groups. Chan pointed out that standard field guides stress marks that 
are useful in the field, and often do not indicate tail spotting in platea 
or text unles s this happens to be :inrportant for identification in the 
field. Thus one cannot depend on the field guides for a definite 
determination of the presence or absence of tail spots. In some cases 
handers who examine live birds closely in hand have an opportunity to 
add to present kno1-Jledge on tail patterns . For example, the tail band ot 
Magnolia warblers is frequently wider in male s than in female so But is 
this unifornily true, or do individuals vary enough to make this unrel :i.able 
as a sex determinant? 

In his subsequent di s cussion, Chan brought out many more point s 
which help in making a positive species identification . He had so mueh 
u s eful information to impart that the bell marking the end of the sess i on 
found him still going strong with more species still to be covered. en.an 
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yclopedic knowledge of the more subtle charact e risti cs of 
al'l enc nd we •in the EBBA are especiall y p rivil ege d to have this 

c:les , t, it at our workshop sessions each year . 
sui;-e 
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Two EBBA members are winners of American Motors ' 1965 Conservation 
rdS• These awaros were inaugurated 12 years ago to emphasize the need 

}ill conserving the nation's natural resources. They are presented annually 
ror20 individuals for outstanding personal efforts in various areas of 
:nservation. Ten men are named as 1-Jinners of profe s sional awaros and 
tell are selected for non-professional awards. 

Dr. Maurice Broun , in the professional category, and 
professional, Elting Arnold , are the EBBA members cited. 
read as follows : 

in the non­
Their citations 

Dr. Mauri ce Broun, Kempton, Pennsylvania, curator of the Ha,.:k Mountain 
~rtctuary, fo r hi s leadership in the establi shment of the 1 , 400-acre sanc­
tuary at a site 1-;hich previously had been the scene of senseles s sla.u r;hter 
or migrating ha,~ks. Broun placed his life in jeoparoy and actually '.•1as 
tire d UpOn during his campaign to convert Kittatinny Ridge into a sanctuary 
llbioh attracts thousands of visitors annually . 

Elting .!l!l:.oJ..q_, Chevy Chase, M'3.ryland, attorney and counsel to the 
Inter-American Development Bank, for his many years of volunteer service to 
CQnservation -- including serving as secretary to the board of the Nature 
~nservancy since 1956 and leadership in the Audubon Naturalist Society 
ot the Central Atlantic States . In e ssence , Arnold is also legal counsel 
ot the Nature Conservancy on a volunteer basis . 

The ~~inners will receive sculptured bronze medallions designed by 
Robert Weinman , noted sculptor. An honorarium of $500 is also given to 
each winner in the professional category. 

vJinners 1r1ere selected by a committee of distinguished conservationists 
llllich includes Arthur H. Carhart, C. R. Gutermuth, Harold Titus, Carl 1·1. 

~chhe is te r and Richard H. Pough. 




