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TDENTIFICATION OF MIGRANTS IN SEDENTARY SPECIE POPULATIONS
By T. A. Beckett, III

panding may be used as a means of showing the true migration influx
~ther sedentary species of birds provided certain requirements are
This is particularly true if the species happens to be one that is
t locally at all seasons when the attempt is made to spot a

onsit population.

Here at Magnolia Gardens, the banding station is larpe and covers
ather wide range of habitat, roughly 150 acres each of open field,
odlands, and diked marsh ponds. In addition there is a backwater of
out 30 acres with its rather specific forms of bird life.

Both traps and mist nets are in almost constant operation when

ther permits. In general, mist nets are placed in areas that are

ed at practically all seasons when there is enough bird life in the
to justify the time required for checking the nets. This means that
areas have nets up constantly, though at times furled, except for
wected hurricane perieds. In many cases a nel may remain in one loca-
fon for its useful life, about five months in full sun.

~ In general, the local populations of most species are kept fully
1de Any encroachment of an outside population is immediately detected.

The writer has always been interested in a more accurate picture of
o timing of migrations through the coastal section of South Carolina

i has frequently realized that many of our accepted mental pictures of
ion are very imperfect and lack documentary proofe. In many of our
bird books no mention is made of migration of some species simply
use that portion of the population cannot be readily recognized in the
as migrants.

| Several species fall into this category of hard to spot migrants,
$h four species being of special interest. These are the Cardinal

ondena cardinalis), Blue Jay ( citta cristata), Pbckin%bird
polyglottos), and Carolina Wren izgmthoms Tudovicianus ).

| Through the use of species cards with a line for each month, a square
fr each day in the year and a card for each specie, a clearly visible

re is shown of the number of birds banded each day in the year. Any
t increase, or even minor one, is clearly visible as are the first
ast dates for sight records or birds handled in banding. T have

tihd these cards indispensible for recording migrations.



200 EBBA News -
Vol. 28, No. 4 T - Tdentification of Migrants in Sedentary Specie Populations 201
_Shrj_kes, hawks and owls soon learn of the presence of regularly used
S 5 Bahd/'s)2 o5 bub may be easily caught by use of a parallel set large mesh net
Fitle c/€s NorG ok - 4 o coy trapse With the exception of owls I have never recapbured shrikes
12[s«]5]6]7]8 o [ofui[i2[13]1alis]ie]t - xpires /7O U/ P s in the same net lane and they seem to avoid the area if carried
oo 7|t8|iofz0]21]22]23]24]2s]26]27]28l20 031 B hort distance and released. Horned Owls (Bubo virginiamis) may
Feb. [ = ' o2 problem 1if the Mourning Dove (Zenaidura camlinensis) is under
Mar. may be taken from the nets even during the daylight hours. If
o == s are nesting close by the net site may have to be abandoned unless
Bisy erator is willing to gacrifice the breeding owls. Traps can be used
Taue . these circumstances instead of nets.
July 1t is not necessary for nets to be in operation a1l day and 2 visits
Aug. L 10 A.M. and 2 visits to the nets in the evoning will give a fairly
Sept. te picture of most species present. In fact, I find that I capture
Oct. IR ENGIRSI 70 of my birds of most species within these short netting hours
Nov. mpaI‘Bd to a full day operation. This also cuts down on the number
Dec. meats handled. Vhen repeats become too high, a percentatﬁ of birds
1 1 the net lane may be close down for short periods un the
213]4|5]6|7|8]9holi1lizhali4lisheli7lisliekol21i22l23l24125]26]27128l2030}31 ‘b:gx'aal broods are brought offe.
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T would say that the first 5 of ‘the following requirements mist be
g if the gystem 1s to be a complete success:

Banding means must be available at all times for the species
of interest, thus affording capture of the first and the

last migrants.
A means of recording banding data and sight records mast be

used so that an influx in numbers during the migratory season

is visible. The influx populations in fa1l usually follow
the same frontal patterns as the other migrantse. The spring
migration in most cases seems more leisurely and may cover
a longer period.
A careful observation of the birds handled in many cases
shows a difference in size or coloration. This is particu-
larly true in regard to size of the Blue Jay at my stations
The local population must be kept banded as near 1007 as
possible, for some specles such as the Mockingbird or the
Cardinal are not recognizable except as strangers in
unusual numberse
Predators, such as wild house cats and foxes, must be keont
under control. for they soon learn to travel the net lanes
for a pre=caught meal.
Notice for unusual evidence in a rise in population. For
two years I have been able to recognize my first fall
migrants in the Mockingbirds because they have carried a
high rate of pox infection on about 707 of the immatures.

Magnolia Gardens, Johns Island, South Carolina





