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It see ms that the bo1-r trap NOttld be qui te useful for bk-­
ne sting birds espe cially in cases where one is conduct:i.n g a --,....,~ g:t'Q'1,..,. 

t d; d d 
. < ne sti .... 

s u y an es1.res ·t.o band or recapture the parents of a ser-ie ng 
nes t ~"ings. I t is interestin g to speculate on some ot her u ses~ of bandecl 
my fi rst tho ughts concerned the possible adaptation of thi s t . One or 
feeder . platform ,·ihere it could be used as either an autom:;.tic rip t o a 
one t.r:i.pped by a pulJ.-string from one ' s house. I can visualiz . ~P 0 r 
numbe rs o! birds milline abo ut a feeder platfonn could possibl; ~ow la 
u s? ~f t lus trap hazardous. Nonetheless , with proper modii'icat· ake the 
eh111J.nate the hazard of hitting or pinning birds wi th the bow ~~nf.i to 
possible that this trap could be sati.sfactoril.y adopted An ~dl. ts 
int 

• . . • l. ea "-"--
rigues me all the more :i.nvolves the w:i.]y crow. In some area wia t. 

~d gulls !requent ~arbage dumps ; or in t he case of t he crow , ~~d 0~ wa 
kills . Tln.s t rap might ,ior k well for taking speci es that come to SJ.de 
or carr.l, on. I wonder, ho1o:ever , ho1,1 seri ous a dra, -1back the t·rarin Offl\l 
these species lrould be. -Toe first cro1,1 or c;ull migh t come easil es s Of 
be the last bird ''LS well. I t ' s an idea worth tryin g . The au tom!' t~ncl 
could be adap t ed to a wate r dri p or bird bath . Undoubtedly ther c bow 
numerous ot her applications for this trap dependin g on t readle d: 1?-re 
The individ ual can fashion the trap to bis own needs . sig n. 

AcknoHledgment - I want to thank Frank Frazier for copies of 
translations of Priklonski's papers, and '.'alter B. Sabin for a 
Tordoff's paper. copy of 
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A Comparative Study of Certain Birds 

Banded at a Station in North-central Vennont, 1963, 
and a Location in the Hid-Hudson Region of New York, 1964 

By Selden Spencer 

It has been observed that food is by far the most important habitat 
tot controlling population density of animals. Plant foods of animals 

po in tum, controlled by climate--an indirect factor, therefore in 
,re, ating bird numbers (Welty, 1962 ). For example, cone-feeding birds 
~ .round wherever suitable fruiting conifers are growing (Clarke, 1954). 

Climax vegetation types found in the mid-Hudson region of New York 
f?llgist of the white oaks . and hickories at the latitude of about 41 °, 4,. 
C,el\t:ral Ve nnont, at a l ati tud e of approx:i.tllate l y l.tlP, 2', is dominated by 

ol:ijna.X vegetatio n compo sed of map l e, beech and l•:hi t e and yellow birch 
((ll.~rke, 1954 ; Cos t in g, 1956). I t was t he aim of this study to comp:'lre 
tl)e avian fauna trapped b? the author from January throu gh April, 1963, 
,t Pla infiel d, Vennont,. Wl. th tho~e caught by him at New Paltz, New York, 
dUrillg t he same months in 1964, in the context of the climax vegetation 
types found in these areas. 

Since both of the localities where banding took place contained 
tracts which were in various stages of succession , conifers and other 
C)i!lriosperms were f?und in si~ni!icant numbers. Characteristic of 
p osperms found in the Plainfield , Vennont , area were : Abies balsamea, 
Juniperus communis, Larix laricina , Picea ca11adens is, P. rubra Pinus 
~bu s , Thuja oocidentalis an d Tsugicanadensis (Vermont Bota:inical 
CJ.tt,b, 19371 Jaque s, ·1941). The most common gynmospenns at New Paltz , 
New York , were : Juniperus comnrunis, !!._. virg:lniana, Tsuga cana.den"'is , 
&ius strobus and E• rigid.a. Rare or absent at New Paltz ~·:ere: Pi ce a 
sP•, ~ balsruneJ!_ and Th~ occi dentalis. Abandoned fields in , re,-­
aid-Hudson region su rroundin g iJeN Paltz are readily invad ed by the red 
cedar, the most common gymnosperm to be found there now. 3alsam f ir , 
,IJijerican larch , red cedar ahd American arborvitae characterize Pl a infield. 

The winters of 1963 and 1964 were seasons of heaV'J sno wfall and 
$evere cold. Like,dse comparable ,-:ere the months when the bird::i i-ie re 
banded, January throu gh April in each case , and the trap used , a 
!ason- type ground trap. Also similar was the seed production in each 
area. In the seasons preceding the 1, inter of 1963 at Plainfield and 
the winte 7 of 1?64 a t Nei-1 Paltz abundant seeds were produced by gymnosp e nn s 
a.net certain ani;iospenns . Another area for comparison of t he two r ercions 
,\las the de g ree of real e state development . Both banding st a tion s ,•:e re in 
~a ti vely rural localities , thou gh Ne..r Paltz is in a ra pidl y z r o1:in ,r~ 
distric t be cause of its p roximity to New Yor k Cit y . 

The follo.-1:in g table is a compa rison of the total numbe r of biros 
Of each species band ed at th e t ;•~o localitie s durin g the same four- r,1onth 
OOriods of 1963 and 1964. 
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Table lo Comparison of certain birds banded January through Apr:i.J. at 
Plainfield, Vermont, in 1963, and at New Paltz, New York . ~-

------------------------- • ~ t9~ 
Species 

n:n,my Woodpecker 
Blue Jay 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
Cowbird 
Purple Finch 
Evening Grosbeak 
White-throated Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Pine Siskin 
Junco 
House Sparrow 

Total 

Plainfield, 
Vennont 

1 
8 

14 
0 
2 

199 
143 

1 
26 
14 

0 
31 
7 
0 

446 

New Pal~ 
New Yortt' 

2 
19 

3 
ll 

0 
0 

17 
28 
24 
l 
0 

54 
4 

163 

It will be noted in the foregoing table that certain species were 
banded in significant numbers at one locality and were completely absent 
at the other. Notable are the Purple Finch, the Evening Grosbeak and tb,e 
Pine Siskin ••• banded at Plainfield, but absent from New Paltz. These 
three species are all members of the same family, Fringillidae, and are 
attracted to areas with heavy cone crops. 

Juncos, White-throated Sparrows and Tree Sparrows were banded in 
significanUy greater numbers at New Paltz than at Plainfield. Were 
these birds winter residents, casual transients, or were they late 
winter or early spring north~.rard-bound migrants? This could be indicated 
only by an analysis of tmse banded during each month as set forth 
in Table 2. 
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r,113.e 
z continued 

r--:species Icc atio n Jan. Feb. Har. Apr. Total 
~ 
~d Titmouse Plainfield 0 0 0 0 0 

New Paltz 0 1 2 0 3 
,wtiitd Plainfield 0 0 0 2 2 

New Paltz 0 0 2 9 11 
~e Finch Plainfield 1 0 165 33 199 

New Paltz 0 0 0 0 0 pen.in& Grosbeak Plainfield 0 35 108 0 143 
New Paltz 0 0 0 0 0 

te-throa ted Sparrow Plainfield 0 0 0 1 l 
New Paltz 1 0 0 16 17 

,ini Sparrow Plainfield 0 0 6 20 26 
New Paltz l 1 9 17 28 

r,.e Sparrow Plainfield 11 l l 1 14 
New Paltz 0 18 5 l 24 

~ 5parrow Plainfield 0 0 0 0 0 
New Paltz 0 1 0 0 1 

pjJle Siskin Plainfield 0 0 26 5 31 
New Paltz 0 0 0 0 0 

AtnCG Plainfield 0 0 0 7 7 
New Paltz 0 4 21 29 54 

]i)lls8 Sparrow Plainfield 0 0 0 0 0 
New Paltz 0 0 1 3 4 

Total ~ 

Of the three species banded in greatest numbers at the Plainfield 
location, all appeared to be nomadic transients, wandering far and ,iide 
in their quest for winter food. Purple Finches did not appear until I,arclc, 
IXCf!pt for a "loner" in January. Evening Grosbeaks arrived in February 
mi disappeared with the snows in late March. The erratic Pine Siskins 
~Y:ed their coming until March and vanished by mid-April. The Tree 
~J'l"OWs at Plainfield appeared to be winter residents, though in 
limited quantities because the deep snows covered their usual fare of 

seeds (Allen, 1961). 

Monthly comparison of birds banded during 1963, Plainfield, The Tree Sparrows captured at New Paltz , however , were not taken 
and 1964, New Paltz, New York. 1ntu February , perhaps because the heavy snows did not appear as soon ,?.s 

Table 2. 

Species Location Jan. Feb. Mar. Aor. 
------,,-----,----------=----:-..----.._---;,:--.----;-:-----.>"".':~--"iit:i:f' __ 111'.ey did in Plainfield . Does this also mean that birds can exist about a 
___ ......::~~ 2 -------=~~~:!.--~:!!.!.-..=..:~:....__;.;:::::.:...:.,_~=-=----'To""'tal ___ llDll,t)'l after heavy snoHfalls (January at llew Paltz ) before being forced 

Ibwny Woodpecker Plainfield 1 0 
New Paltz 0 0 

Blue Jay Plainfield 2 6 
New Paltz 0 0 

Black-capped Chickadee Plainfield 3 9 
New Paltz 3 13 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 2 
0 2 
3 0 

l 
0 
8 
2 

14 
l9 

lo feeders? 

Junco s did not come to Plainfield until April , indicating that they 
st have been north-bound spring mii:;rants. This same species , however , 

IJ>lleared at !·Jew Paltz in February , increased markedl,y in Harclr and 
~c~?d a_peak in April, suggestinr, that both .-Tinter residents and mir:ronts 
~ t11J.s bird ·were trapped in this area. 
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A v!bite -thro o.ted sparrow, a bi rd commonly nesting in Vermont wa 
not banded until April , and was without question a migrant . A lo~e 8 

sneci.men was taken at New Paltz in January, an d •.-ias probably a wi.nte 
resident . Those captured in April •,•ere undoubtedly spring arr:i.,vaJ.s ; 
farther sou th. ro111 

song Sparrow s did not come to the Pla infi eld station until }larch 
and were , therefore, no doubt spring arrivals. At New Paltz one \'las ' 
take n eac h of the months of Ja.nua:ey and February, demonstrating that 
they remain in this area in limited numbers , even during the severest 
winter weather. Those apprehended in i·larch an d April were likely 
migratory birds. 

l /hat conclusions can be dra,m from this s tu dy? From the eVidenoe 
set forth it would appea r that: 

1 . Abundant cone crops attract Pine Siskins , Evening Grosbe aks 
and Purple Finches to the upper Winooski Valley of Vermont . 
2. .More Tree Sparrows winter i n the mid- Hudson Valley regio n of 
New York than in north-central Vennont, pe r haps be caus e of the 
longer availability of weed seeds in the fonn.er a r ea . 
J . Limited number s of Song Sparro ws and still f e,,ier White-throated 
Sparrows winte r at New Palt z , while apparently none brav e the l!il.gora 
of Plainfield's winter. 
4 . Juncos wint er at New Paltz , but not at Plainfie ld. 
5. Fringillids ignore winter severities if sufficient food is 
available (James , 1963). 
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IDENTIFICATION OF MIGRANTS IN SEDENTARY SPECIE POPULATIONS 
By T. A. Becl<ett , III 

Banding may be used as a means of showine the true migration influx 
! rather sedentary species of birds provided certain requirements are 

O ii• Tb1.s is particularly true if the speci es ha-ppens to be one that is 
::unde.nt locally at all seasons when the attempt .i.s made to spot a 
~sit population. 

}!ere at Magnolia Gardens , the banding station is large and covers 
rat her wide range of habitat, roughly 150 acres each of open field, 

!ood,la.nds, and diked marsh ponds. In addition there is a backwater o.f 
,al)OUt JO acres with Hs rather specific forms of bird life.,. 

Both traps and mist nets are in almost constant operation wheP 
.,.atlier pennits. In Benera l, mist nets are placed in areas that are 
oliBoked at practically all season s when there is eno~h bird life in the 
al'Oa to justify the time required for oheoki.ng the nets. This moans that 
,ollle areas have nets up constantly, though at times furled, except for 
axpeoted hurricane periods . In many cases a net may remain in one loca­
~on for its usefUl life, about five months in full sun . 

In general , the local populations of most species are kept fully 
unded. Any encroachment of an outside population is immediately detected . 

The writer bas always been interested in a more accurate picture of 
tM tilllin g of migrations through the coastal section of South Carolina 
and bas frequently realized that many of our accepted mental pictures of 
11.gration are very imperfect and lack documentary proof . In many of our 
state bird books no ment.ion is made of migration of some species simply 
because that portion of the population cannot be readily recognized in the 
field as migrants. 

Severa l species fall into this category of hard to spot migrants, 
111.th four species being of special interest. These are the Cardinal 
(Richmondena cardinalis), Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cr:l.stata), fuckingbird 
(khiius polyglottos) , ard Carolina Wren (Thr.yothorus I udovicianus). 

Through the use of species cards with a line for each month, a square 
tor each day Ill the year and a card for each specie , a clearly vlsible 
picture is shO\•m of the number of birds banded each day in the year. Any 
great increa se , or even mi.nor one, is cle a rly visible as are the first 
Ind last dates for sight records or birds handled in banding. I have 
tO'Und these cards indispensible for recording migra tion s . 




