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quite rapidly Nith just the spikes and my anns to grip the: tree. Th 
rea?on is that I c':1-n,., see where the spikes are to be stuck into the t ~ 
Coming doim is a dif.i.erent story. To speed up the return process I ~ 
the rope over a sturdy limb and tie it belo w my hip. Then the pe rs on 
persons helpir.g ne lo ,,.:er me to the ground in a matter of a few seco nd Oto 
One hint, ah,ays remove the knots from the rope before pullin g it U.p s, 
the limb when removing it from the tree. Having to climb to the nestOil/el' 
when you are all done just to get the rope is quite humiliating. 

I have found that two helpers are almost an essential while t:\'ee 
climbing . One has to hold you in the tree a t some nests and the other 
helper can act as secretary. This way you can measure the ne sts and 
other pertinent info:nna.tion and hang on to the tree with one han d. J8i 
the helpers can get information about the surrounding habitat whUe ~ {0 

are climbing the tree which will reduce the amount of time needed n~ r 
the nest. As I have been near a college I have found some excell ent he 
in some of the college students who like to get outdoors on weekends. 

One gadget ,,hich I have found very useful is a Jag-Bag which I got 
from the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology supply department for $1 .oo 
This has two zippered compartments and is worn on the belt. It is lai,i, 
enough to hold tape measures, pliers, bands anri anything else ne eded Up 
in the tree. By wearing it on the belt in front, it is very easily 
reached when needed. 

As you may have noticed I have not mentioned a safety belt. I hav 
never used one. In fact, I think it would slow a person down nru.oh Dl¢ire 
than help. Speed is one of the essentials, especially with the f:l.r s't 
climb when the absence of the female from the eggs for too long a t tnle 
may hann them. I have only seen two or three trees when I would have 
been able to use a belt to any advantage. I would rather use my own 
two hands and anns. I know they won't give out or at least I will be 
a ware of it when they do. To make sure they don't I do push-ups and at 
least 15 chinups every day starting fav0 or three weeks before I cl.il.Jnb, 
I also have chocolate candy bars along for quick energy. These are 
especially useful when a person gets to the 5th or 6th nest in a day, 
If the nest is at the top of a tree or the end of a limb, I occa si e 
thro w the rope around the limb and then tie it around meo I do t his 
only when my body ~.s about t wo feet from the limb (around the nest) aJl(i 
I have nothing to hold onto with my hands. 

I hope this pap e r has interested you in the Red-tailed Hawk and 
eventually in the study of other bird s of prey o Because the biros ot 
prey are predators, their usefulness in our society has been sadly '118t 
ed. Now that insecticide s are being used more every year the t ··Lrda of 
are getting hit kutl and their respective populations are steadily de 
ing. There is still ::IUch research to be done on each species . Howfl 
a person must start so· 101-ihere and the best place to start i s i.•;ith t he 
most common bird jn his Oim area. 
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If you are interested in starting a Red-tailed Hawk study in your 
pl ease let me know. I may be able to give you a fe w more tricks of 

~ \ rs.de. I wouJ.d also be interested in receiving any infonnation you 
~ta:Ln from such a study so I could correlate it with my own and many 
~et areas. Only through such a combined effort of many persons in many 
!.....a.s 1,;orking on ~he same species, using the same techniques, and getting 
.,.~ SSJl1G info nuation,. can we get any realistic data on the chances of 
~val of that species. 

Apple Creek Apiary, Apple River, filinois 

SUPPORTS FOR .MIST NETS OVER WATER 
By C. D. T. Minton 

Mist nets a re somet~es set over water or mud, particularly when 
tchl!Jlg waders. Pre?autions =1-sually taken include guying poles securely , 

;ath the . maxi.mum possible tension in the shelf strings , and setting the 
1,ottom shelf string at lea s t three feet above the water or nru.d. 
1-fe,l'theless , considerab~e sagging of the middle of a 60 ft . net can occur 
~ a large num~e~ of bi~~ • or a heavy bird such as a curlew or duck , i s 
Dl\lght• By_providing addi~:i.onal support in the form of 8- or 10-gauge 

vanised iron wire bent into an M-shape , (see fig . 5 ) a sagging net can 
hel;d up and the danger of birds drot-ming can be avoided. 
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'l.'be dimensions of the ' d ' are as shorn1 in the figure. It is necessary 

~:\ the ,side pieces a ~ lon E; as 4 ft. to cover instances 1-ihere the 1:ater 
1
b~ .. they are placed is 1-2 ft. deep . Similarly , the top of the 'M' is 

wide to allow for lateral movement of the net in the wind . 

it Th? 'M' is set belo w the middle of the net in a plane at right angles 
t 1 !Ln such a way that the bottom shelf string is about 611 above the 
:; :\~he ' M'. The shelf string , there.fore , comes in contact with the 

al.a
0
k en the net sags . In this way, the 'M' does not restrict the fio 1.1 ~PT,)Orf~ng the net imtil its support i s really necessary . Other foms 

the ·t ,rhich were tried ( such as V-shaped sticks) were not as successful 
Qe tended to become entan gled round them . 

For transportation, the 'M's can be folded fiat and tied in a bundle. 
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BIRD BANDING OFFICE ro•s & OON'T's 

In a memorandum to all banders dated May 14, Earl Baysinger Writes 
that the banding office has acquired some new equipment and that they 
have initiated some changes that will help them process data more ra.pidla.,, 
and accurately. 

We trust all EBBA members will follow the banding office's req ues ,ta 
for cooperation in preparing schedules. Following is a brief remin der 
of what he asks us to do and not to do: 

1 • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Report no ~ than 100 birds on a schedule. 

Don't use light blue ink or light blue carbons. Use only bla.ek 
or dark blue ink or typewriter ribbons. 

Report only bands in sequence on a schedule. (Don't report 
1 through 25 and 50 through 75 on the same schedule.) 

Don't use bands you have previously reported ''lost". If you 
find such a band - don't re-use it. 

File Earl Baysinger' s memo in the place where you '11 find it wh.ene){er 
you are preparing your schedules. 

RED-WING NESTLING BANDING PROGRAM -- 1965 

Brooke Meanley writes to invite handers to participate in the 1965 
Cooperative Red-winged Blackbi:ro. Nestling Banding Program -- and to report 
on the 1964 results. 

The banding of nestlings is very important s ince the age and area ot 
origin of these blackbirds can be detennined. In 1964, 138 handers put 
bands on 3,777 nestlings -- the greatest number for any of the 6 yea~s 
of this cooperative venture. 

EBBA members banding more than 50 nestlings in 1964 included: John 
Miller, 241: Arthur Spear, 73; IJ.oyd Kiff, 68, and Stuart Wilson, 66, 

If you wish the full report of the 1964 results, write Brooke Meanlef 
at the banding office. 

BLUEBIRD INFORMATION 1,'ANTED 

Dr. Douglas James is seeking infonnation concerning the annual breed 
ing population of Eastern Bluebirds and thus would like to contact people 
who have established a number of bluebird nesting boxes. Anyone who ~s~ ..... 
maintaining a series of nesting boxes and who is interested in coo.pe,:;at ... ,. 
in the annual breeding survey of Eastern Bluebirds should write Dr. James 
at the Department of ZooloGy, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark• 
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COLOR-MARKED BIRL\'3 -- REPORTS WANTED 

A team from the U.S.Public Health Service has again carried out a 
and feather marking project as they did last year. 2400 bi:ro.s 

~ ~ rked , by attaching colored feathers to their backs, as follows: 
re 

~ _Qli-
Red -
11ght Blue 

799 birds in British Honduras 
615 " in the Republic of Honduras 

1086 " in Louisiana 

pJ;"inoipal species marked were Orchard and Baltimore Orioles, Indigo 
1nted Buntings, Catbirds, and Red-eyed Vireos. Objectives are to 

~ '~ s ma.l'IY observations and/or recoveries of these birds as possible . 

Arr:fone observing these birds is a sked to report (with the usual data 

10~ ,tio n , date , habitat, weather, etc . ) to Dr. Rex Lord, U .s .Public 
~-~tn service , Atlanta , Georgia . (Telephone collect -- Area Code 404 -
f;3:JJ11 Ext . 576, if you learn the whereabouts of a residential bird 
jited as described above. ) 

TRAPS FOR SALE 

,A letter from EBBA member Barton L. Sharp reads as follows: "We are 
JJrr'i to tell you we must give up banding ••• • I have about 12 govem­
,mt sparrow traps and 4-cell Potter traps. Will sell all for $25.00. 
fm'Ohaser must pick them up." (201 N. Broad st . , Lititz , Pa.) 

CROSS-BILLED RED'1ING 
By Tom Davis 

On April 11 , 1965 at Tobay Sanctuary, Long Island, N. Y. Fred Schaeffer 
~ tured a rather unusual sub-adult male Redwing (Agelaius phoenicus) in 
ld,s llm,l)t net. I removed this bird from the net and held it for Fred to 
bind• The bird then gave me a severe peck near the cuticle of my left 
illdex finger. Turning to toss a few mild curse s at it, I noticed that the 
andibles were crossed, the upper mandible to the right. This condition 
118 almost as noticeable as a Crossbill' s . It appeared as though the • r mandible was out of line since the right edge of the lower mandible 
lid been worn away by friction . Otherwise • the bird appeared to be nonnal 
mi I doubt that the abnonnal bill has deterred its chances for survival. 

13 85th st., Woodhaven, N. Y. 11421 

PUZZLE SOLVED 

IBB mhose who attempted to decipher the letter to 6661 (Chan Robbins) 
,...i.~ News Vol. 28, No. 1 , from the bander in 1-88 (Virginia) will be 
111wre.ated in knowing -- if they have not already guessed -- that it was 
..,_tten by Mrs. H. M. Church, Jr. (8473). 
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NEWS 
&tes for the XIV International Orni tho 
logical Congress , Great Britain , 1966 a .. 
Scottish Study Cruise, 16-23 July, 1966:t'er 
Scientific Meeting in Ox.ford , 24-JO Jui;. 

I ,n 
briel The Congress is open to all orni thol ogist 19 

over the age of 18 yearso Members may a 8 

for either or both of the above. App]j_cpt)~ 
forms, with full detail s, can be obtained from: The Secreta ry-Ge neraia~Oli 
International Ornithological Congress, c/o Department of Zoology, Pa,.tik' 
Road, Ox.ford, England. 8 

Betty Knorr writes that the Who Banded 1,1hat'i' section is lo 
due to "the tremendous response of contributors and a llUlnb !lg 
of additional species. The figures are taken from 166 uaa:1' 

reports." Members who haven't yet sent in their reports should do so. l 

Congratulations to IBBA and Editor Terrence N. Ingram on the 
attractive new format for Inland Bird Banda,ng News! In Place 
of the fonner mimeographed pages, their publication is now 

type set and printed and its pages include pictures. 

EBBA's Treasurer reports that the latest contributions to b 
Memorial Award Fund have been made in memory of Dr. Arthur A 
Allen, Earl Bordner, Hope Geis and Elizabeth Romaine. 

The Illustration Contest Award this issue goes to Albert 
Schnitzer for his photographs illustrating his article on 
the trip he and Eva Schnitzer took to Iceland. 

EBBA is grateful to the Arnold B. Rosenthal finn of account,. 
ants, of New Brunswick, N.J. who did an efficient job on 
EBBA's books without charge. 

1,,/e -- and twenty or so EBBA members -- joined Chip & Chuck 
~ Neel at their "Open House" on May 15. An account of t his 
~ fine local meeting, together with pictures, will appear 

in the next issue of EBBA Ne,is. It is hoped that other members, in line 
l,ith President John Given'~ggestion, will hold similar local baokyal'd 
banding meetings. 

in advance 

The Iowa Bird Banding Summary for 1964 lists 24, 21 5 bi rds ot 
180 spec.i.es banded by Iowa handers in 1964. Peter C. Pete1"' 
son Jr. led the list with 4706 birds of 142 species. 

Deadline for the July-August issue will be July 15. The 
Editor will appreciate it if members who have pictures, ne 
or articles for publication will send in their material 1,,9 

of that date if possible. 

1.59 

BANDERS' AIDS 

(101" 
:{:'urlher infonnation on these pro ducts t•2rite to the persons named) 

g!-!OP MANUALS Vol . IV ( 1 965 ) now availab l e -- cont ains mu ch valuable 
sable informati on for handers. Copies of Vol s. II & III are s t ill 

u bl e als o (Vol . I is ou t of print ) o Pri ce eac h , incl. postage , $1 .25
0 

11 
wUde R. Melle n camp, 22J Mats onf o rd Road, Rad.nor, Pa. 19087. 

Send a stamp ed and self-addressed en velope (4 x 9") f or a lis t ing of 
net~ avai l able to EBBA Net Commit t ee, Mrs. El eanor E. Dater, Chairman, 

O,f30,c 111 , Ramsey , Ne-w Jersey , 07446 . 

s Pott er Type 4-cell 18x18X9 11 $9.5 0. 'hoodpecker Trap 18x 11x7" t o 
sid e of t ree $.5. 00 . Pl us o thers. 16 ga . ½x1" welded me sh ptd. black. 

t,l• in Eas t. Send Permi t No. R.Ford, 312 Cent ral Aveo , Hatboro, Pa. 

mR]N Q CAGES Li ght weig h t , woode n , bea ut i:fUlly finished wi t h spar 
pish• 8- cell gatherin g cage $12 ; 10- ce ll $15 ; 12-ce ll $18; 15-ce ll 

,;o: 16-cell $24 . Oro.er f rom & pay EBBA Treas u rer (sent Express Coll e ct) . 

O PLIERS u:>ng nos e pl i er s with opene r s and holes to fi t ba nd size s. 
p ier handle s O, 1, 1B, 1A ($6 ): ot he r handl e s sof t & hard 2 & J ($6) . 

• in U .s. R. N .MacD:>nald, 850 Main st., lzynnf i eld, Massa chu sett s . 

Pot te r Type 16 ga . ½x1 '' wel de d mes h. 1- cell 8x8x8 11 $Jo5 0 . 2- cell 
" $5. 25 . J-ce ll 8x8x21 " $7. 00 . 4-ce ll 8x1 6x1 611 $9 .00 . Pl us ot her s . 

, in U:ast . Permi t No. re quested . W. K. Bigger , Trout Run, Penna • 

EZl!l,-K.LIPS Handy f or bu ilding t raps , e tc . Slnall kit wit h spe cial 
ers and 2 se t s of klips is $1 . oo. Extra strip 100 klips size "00" _ 40¢. 
r from William Pepper, 20 E . Bells Mill Rd . Philadelphia 18. Pa. 

N'G flECORD SHEETS Permanent, 8½x11 11 on good s t rong paper holed for 
r ii.on in J-ring handers. 100 en t ries per sheet. 40 sheets $1: 100 
ts $2. Ppd f:i:-ee eas t of Mississippi - add 25¢ west. Order from Editor. 

to_r•s ~: This department open to members only. 
:rs who wish to apply for a listing sho uld 1-1ri te 

Edi tor, giving full details (v-iith pictures when 
ssibl e ) of the product , price, e t c . 

~ ---
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