OPERATION RECOVERY AT McCLINTIC
By George Ballentine

The first effort of "Operation Recovery" at McClintic Wildlife
was done from September 10th through September 17th. Wwhile the
n day parbic:'\.pation was comparatively short for a study of this kind
ghly worth while since it gave a very good idea of what
cted at McClintic during a longer period and under weather
tions more conductive to migration. No doubt the study will be

next year and for a longer period.

m "Operation Recovery" is applied to a continuous banding
gion during the Fall migration. The Fish and Wildlife Service

ourages these studies during the period from the middle of August

the month of October. Two weeks of continuous banding is

d a minirum study period. A location is chosen that is likely

ttract birds. Such a location would have plenty of food, water

The te

The McClintic area was rich in food. There were 15 kinds of fruit
suding Autumn Olive, ceveral species of Vibumun, five kinds of

nge and yellow Bittersweet, Wild Cherry, Poke berry, wWild
s, Mulberry and Multiflora Rose hips. In the seed department was
m=top Millet, Buckwheat, Sorghum, Yellow Soy beans and field Corn,
“japan Clover, Korean and Bicolor Lespedeza.

. There was no_rain during the entire week. Atmospheric conditions

wed from very heavy morning fog to nights as clear as a clear sub-zero
ter night. The wind was usually less than five miles per hour and

op reached ten. The temperature ranged from 31°F to 89°F. Most days
sunny »

seven licensed banders and two assistants participated using from 9

5 nets depending on the number of banders present. The total operation
od 1,345 net-hourse

- Al birds caught were processed following methods suggested by Fish
ol Wildlife Service. This included 1dentification as to species, age
il sox; measurement of wing and examination for fat; and determination

G jhto
- During the seven day period 282 birds of 4l specles were banded.

8t nunerous were Indigo Buntings (43), Catbirds (34), and Song Sparrovs
), There were 15 species of warblers with Yellow-throats (9), Chats

) and Palms (7) leading in numbers.

Banders participating were Charley Handley, Maxine Kiff, Ann Shreve,
Katholi, Mable Edgerton and Ruth and George Ballentine. The very
8 assistants were Jack Kain and Oscar Mairse
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