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BAIT FOR GOLDFINCHES AND SISKINS
By Dre Paul He. Fluck

Goldﬁ.ncheS--along with siskins, purple finches, house finches, afa.

can be effectively baited into traps of the allpurpose
of free natural baitse. T recall that some years agos T stopped to pick

some dead goldi‘inches which had been killed on the highway vhile feed:
on smashed 053g° oranges. overy one of ‘the birds has osaze orange se

in its crop.

since then we have collected osage oranges in the £all and by
ted so that the seeds are available to the birds,

January they have rob
Hot a seed escapes. Just unload a fon or so in your trapping area and
traps through the yinter.

rake them into the

Right now you can bait your traps with the pbuttonballs from sycamors
trees. Look around for a sycamore tree, and you may £ind one with
prown fuzz covering the ground underneath, 1ike snove iach plece of f
has been clipped from the seed by 2 goldfinch, siskin, or purple finech, .

Just set your traps under the tree and balt up with buttonballs.

elions, cocksconds, COSM

Tater you can use the seed stalks of dand
« f£2ll. During the sumjer you can collect the

or evening primrose nes

pods of bull thistles, and screen the seeds after drying. This is e
bait. And none will cost a dimeo. However, Ve usually combine these
special baits with arall sunflover seed.

lastly, remember that every geed-Leeding bird arrives
carrying seedss Often these are dropped in your area, and if you are
too energetic about the grass clipping next summeyr, many of these se
will grow Up. As far as bird feeding 1s concerned, the best bird feed &

still free.
Every bander should be familiar with the paper-bound $2.00 book
AMERICAE WTLDLIFE AND PLANTS. A GUID® 1O WILDLIFS FOOD HABITS by lartin
lielson and Zima This book can be obtained from Dover publications,
180 Varick Sty He Lo Co
that even in this highly reseald

Hovever, it is snteresting to note
publication, the osage orange is given virtually no notice at all as &
delayed food crop = and not 1€

plante This is probably because it is 2
until it rots during the winter.
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