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BAIT FOR GOLDFINCHES AND SI SKINS 
By Dr. Paul H. :Fluck 

Goldfinches--along with siskins, purple finches, ho~1s e f~nche s, etc, 
can be effectively baited into traps of the allpurpose kind w:i..th a n'Un\be1-
of free natural baits. I recall tha t ,some years ag o ~ I stopp~d to pi e!<; 
someclead goldfinches which had been killed o~ the highway whil e feed in i ~ 
on smashed osa ge oran ge s. ?Nery one of the birds has osa ~e oran ..,e see ds 

in its crop. 

Since then we have collected osage oranges in the fall and by 
Janua:ry the ;r have rotted so that the seeds ar~ available t~ th e birds, 
Not a seed escapes. Just unload a ton or so in your trappl.l1g area and. 
rake them into the traps through the winter. 

Right noi•l you can bait your traps d.th the button?all s f~l;l sycaniore 
trees. Look around for a sycamore tree , and you may fi~d one. ,.1th heavy
broi-m fu z z coverin g the ground underneath , like snow. :!.3.Ch p1.e ce of fuzz 
ha s 'been clipped from the seed by a goldfinch , siskin , or purple finch. 
Just set your traps under the tree and bait up 1,1ith buttonballs . 

Later you can use the seed stalks of da ndelions, cockscomb s, cosmos, 
or even ing nr\..Jn.rOse ne xt f a ll. During the summer you . can co~e c~ the see4 
uod s of bull thistl es, and screen the seeds after drying. ~s is e~oel.J.eii\ 
bait. .And none wil l co st a clime • Ho,-,eve r, we usually combme these 
special baits 1;1ith small sunflcY1•ier seed. 

Lastl y , remember that every seed-feeding bird arrive~ ~t your fee®r 
carr--y-ing se eds . Often these a re dropp ed in your area, ana if you are ll,O~ 

too energetic about the grass clipping next summer, many of th~se seeds 
iiill grow up. As f ar as bird feedin g is concerned, the best b:i.rd feed is 

still free. 

Ever,; bander should be familiar with the_ pap~r-bound $2:,~0 bo~_k 
Al>IBRICAN 'dILDLIFB AND PLANTS. A GUID°:': TO ·::ILDLifo FOOD HA~Ii ::,. by t:..artil.n, 

1 
.. 1 d z~"" Thi· s book can be obtained from Dover Publications, 
·.Je son an ....... 
180 Varicl{ st., N. Y . c. 

Roweve :r it is in t erestin g to note th..1.t even in th~s highly res ea• 
publi catio n 't he osage ora nge is given virtually no notice at ~ a~ ~ed. 
plan t . Thi ~ is prob ably be cause it is a delayed food crop - an no 

until i t rots during t he win t e r. 

1.·Jashington Crossin g , Pennsylvania 

OPERATION RECOVERY AT McCLINTIC 
By George Ballentine 
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The first effort of "Operation Hecovery" at McClintic Wildlife 
station was do~e. fro~ September 10th through September 17th. While the seven daY participation wa~ com:para.tively short for a s tudy of this kind 
it was thoroughly worth while since it gave a very good idea of hat 
JUUht be expected at McClintic during a loneer period and under ::eath 
conditio ns more conductive to migration. No doubt the study will be er 
rePeated next year and for a longer period. 

The tenn "Operation Recovery" is applied to a continuous bandin 
operation during the~ mi~ration . The Fish and Wildlife Service g 
,ncollra ges these studies dunng the period from the middle of August 
tbl'Ougb the month of October. Two weeks of continuous banding is 
conside re d a. minimum study period. A location is chosen that is likely 
to attract birds. Such a location would have plenty of food. water 
and shelter . 

The NcClintic area was rich in foodo There were 15 kinds of fruit 
including AutUlllll Olive, seve:3-1 species of Vibumun , .five kinds of 
n,gwood, orange and yell~w Bittersweet, Wild Cherry, Poke berry . Wild 
Ol'aP8• }rulberry and Multiflora Rose hips. In the seed department was 
Brown-t op Jv'dJ.let, Buckwheat, Sorghum, Yellov 1 Soy bean s and field Corn 
also Japnn Clover, Korean 2nd Hicolor Le::ipedez a. ' 

There uas no rain during the entire week . Atmospheric conditions 
varied, f7°m very heavy morning fog to nights as clear as a clear sub-zero 
winter night. The wind was usually less than five miles per hour and 
never reached ten. The temperature ranged from 31°F to s9°F . Host days 
1191'8 sunny. 

Seven licensed banders and t;io assistants participated using from 9 
to 25 nets depending on the number of handers present. The total operation 
nqui.red. 1,.345 net-hours. 

ill ?irds caught were processed following methods suggest ed by Fi sh 
ml Wildlife Service. This included identification as to speci es age 
-1 sex; measurement of wing and e.xamination for fat· and dete ~tion 
~~- . 

m
t Ihring the seven ~ay period 282 birds of 41 species were banded 0 

) 
numerous were Indigo Buntings (43), Catbirds (34), and sonr; Sparrows 

9) 
• There were 15 species of warblers with Yello w-throats (9) Chats 
and Palms (7) leading in number. • 

Banders part i cipa tin g were Charley Handley, Haxine Kiff Ann Shreve , 
Katholi, 11iable Edgert on and Rut h and George Ballentine: The very 

8 as sistants were Jack Kain and Oscar Mairs . 
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