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DBATH BY m:s.ADV'.&NTUR.c; 
By Constance Ka.tholi 

To November I received a telephone call from a new neighbor, a 
young Norwegian ;roman, who said th at she had found wo dead banded bil'd.s 
Because of the bands, she had felt an obligation to report their deaths • 
to the proper authorities. The Department of Natural Resources of 1,185 t 
Virginia which she contacted referred her to me. It -was, consequently­
only because of my banding activities that I learned of the follow:l.ng ' 
strange stoey. 

The birds~ weanng my bands--one, an adult chickadee, had been 
ori gina lly banded a year ago in November, 196); and the second, a titm.ou.se 
had been banded as an immature in August of this year, 1964. In our 1 

telephone conversation I bad difficulty understanding the cause of the 
tragedy, so was considerable SUlJ)rised and dismayed to discover that the 
birds bad met death in the interior of a child's backyard swing or 
gymnasium set! Their bodies had been found when the equipment ·was lllOved 
for '!-linter storage and indications were that the birds had been dead 
varying len gths of time. 

This particula1• outfit which has numerous adaptations for swings, 
rings, and a slide is not a home-made affair but a standard product. The 
apparatus consists of four open-ended steel tubes, each 2¼ inches in 
diameter, forming a pair of ".A 11 frames, which support a, sealed horizon:tal, 
niember to which the swings, etc., are attached. (See accompanying diagl"alll,) 
The holes at the top of the "A" frames invite curious, shelter-seeking 
birds to enter--those birds which would use nesting holes aeyway--and on 
proceeding down the diagonals, whether by intent or accident, are unable 
to retrace their path ~ 

I was told that a third bird of unknown species bad also been fatally 
trapped, but being unhanded, it had not been saved for my examination . A 
fourth bird had been trapped in the same manner last summer. Luckily, tJtis 
bird was still alive when found by children playing in the yard, t-iho heard 
it fluttering in the pipe. The bird was rescued by tiltin g off the ground 
the supporting leg in which it was imprisoned. 

Unfortunately, the boles at the top of the frame were not immediately 
plugged with :rags or pa.per--as they are now. This is a simple home remedy 
to be sure, but one which should not be necessary if the outfi.t had been 
properly designed in the first place. .Fl:o,i many of these sHings are 
currently in backyards and playgrounds all over the country? 

A little publicity on this subject, coupled with an appeal to 
manu.facturers to cap the hollow tubes in the factory, could save many 
birds in the future. 

Footnote: In talking to a retailer of these products, I learned that th& 
r.ianufacturer of another brand of different construction which 
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b!§. open ends on its horizontal member supplies plastic caps to 
cover th~. I am told, however, that these are not very 
sat~sfac~ry, as they tend to deteriorate or are misplaced. The 
de signer lll this case would seem to have recognized the po ibl 
hazard. Furthe:nnore, the retailer mentioned that locally :~ e 
past summer another serious problem bad developed with the 

O 
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p;i.pes, as they proved a haven for yellow jackets. P 
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FURLING DEVICE 
By T. A. Beckett III 

The writer, after shifting to aluminum electrical conduit poles fo:r 
permanent net lanes, has had a considerable amount of trouble with the ear 
of nets dropping down when furled, unless securely tied close to the poJ.e s 
with cord. This is quite a chore when any number of nets are set dai).y. s 

Three to four cords are needed per 12 meter nets. If the cords are 
knotted nylon they frequently become entangled in the mesh of the nets. 
If the nets are left furled for long in high winds they sometimes work 
loose from restraining cords, thus becoming a menace to fl_ying birds 
if unattended. 

Through the use of new spring type clothes pins this problem has been 
entirely eliminated. I say new pins because old ones with weak springs 
and chipped jaws will not give perfect results - if they are of no use to 
the wife they are of little value to the netter. 

When the net is in operation the clothes pins are simply clipped to 
the top ears of the net ,·1here they are ready for :iJnmedia te use. This is 
very important when sudden rain squalls develop. 

Magnolia Gardens, Johns Island, South Carolina 

~me to the Annual Meeting at Ocean City, Md. any way you cano • • 
••• but COME! 
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RSCiNT RECOVERI~S OF CHICKADEES 
By Robert C. Lebe rman 

Reprinted from Jird 3anding at Powdennill, Research Report No. 12 

we have been notified by the U. s. Fish and '··ildlife Service of the 
uow:ing three chickadee recoveries: 

!0 (l) #JJ-15628, banded at P.N.R . on October 11, 1961, trapped and 

1ea,sed by R. E. Dirig in the area of Hancock, New York, in 11arch, 1963. 
re (2) #106-28917, banded at P. N.R. on October 26, 1963, found dead at 
Mo,gantown, Hest Virginia, on December 20, less than two months after the 
(late of banding. 

(Of this chiakadee Dr. George A. Hall, who reported the band to the 
fi,,h and Wildl1.fe Service, writes (in illi• ), "This bird was hit by a 
car in downtown ~k?rgantown on 1)3cember 20, 1963. A workman at a nearby 
car dealer's sa -w it happen, and picked up the bird which was still alive. 
rt died rather shortly. As it happened my ·wife's mother works for that car 
dealer and so the bird and band came into my possession. 11

) 

(J) •U,107-.38169, banded at P.N.R. on November 3, 1963, trapped and 
released at Elkview, West Virginia, on February 23, 1964, by Glen 
K, Phillips. 

Although ornithologists seem generally agreed that the so-called 
"pennanent resident" Black-capped Chickadee may , at times, demonstrate 
seasonal movements, there has been considerable question regarding the 
full extent, causation and frequency of these movements. Do these 
"invasions" constitute true migrations, or are they merely random winter 
wanderings? Do the birds travel long distances, or are the movements 
usually of a more or less local nature? Is there a reverse flight in 
spring that returns the chickadees to their ori ginal areas? Do the 
:1!11vasions occur in random years, or in regular cycles? Some of the 
answers to some of these questions, at least as far as they can be 
ans1-1ered in the western Appalachian region, are beginning to emerge 
from the Powdermill banding data. 

Since beginning mist-netting operations at the Reserve in 1961, I 
liave been able to detect especially heavy chickadee "flights" in the 
L~onier Valley in the fall seasons of 1961 and 1963. Conversely, during 
tl\.e autumn seasons of 1962 and 1964, no extensive movements were noted. 
In this four-year period, therefore, the birds have shown seasonal 
11\0vements only every other year. In the fu.ture, as our records extend 
over a longer time interval, it is hoped that the exact nature of this 
periodicity will become more evident. 

?raphic comparison of a "flight" year (1963) with two years of no 
invasion (1962 and 1964) is shown in 'I'able 1. Note particularly that 
Only 44 chickadees were banded between September, 1962, and April, 1963, 
~ period representing the winter half of the year when movements would 
e eXpected to occur. In sharp contrast, during the same period of 

il.963-1964, J88 birds were handled, 254 of these in the month of October 
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alone. Appro:xixnately the same number of net hours (the number of nets 
used mul'l:;iplied by the number of hours in operation) were involved in 
ea.ch of these t, -io periods . 

Table 1. Number s of Black-capped Chickadees banded each month 
for the years of 1962, 196J, and 1964 

Jan. Feb. Har. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. 

1962 12 8 2 22 2 1 1 J 1 25 10 

1963 2 2 0 2 4 2 7 10 13 254 68 

1964 4 J 19 24 1 1 4 5 11 6 1 2 

That an autumn movement to the southward does occur in certain Yea:r8 1 
sho1,m by recoveries nos. 2 and J, above. These are both direct recover1 88 
of winter Black-caps which were banded during days of heavy chickadee 
fli ghts through the Reserve, with totals of 19 captured on the October ~6 
date, and 27 on November 3. The direction of these :recoveries suggests 
that there may well be a tendency for such "migrant" chickadees passing 
t hrough our region to closely follow the Appalachian Mountain system (see 
Figure 1). It is ,•iorthwhile to note, too, that these chickadee fligh ts 
often occur on days when other northern migrants are passing through the 
Reserve in numbers. A frequent associate is the Slate-colored Junco. 

For evidence of a return flight in the spring , an examination of 
Table l for the months of March and April shows moderately good numbers 
of birds captured in springs following those autumns during which large 
chickadee flights were recorded. In contra.st, during the spring foll owing 
the winter of 1962-63 (a non-invasion season) only two were banded. 

The return migration at Powdermil l is, of course, much less obno 1,1s 
and spectacular than in the fall, for a number of reasons: Fewer bi,;ds 
are alive to make -1:.he ret urn t rip: the hazal'ds of migration and winterl. ng 
in a strange envirornnent would tend to reduce the over-all population , 
al thou gh to wba t extent is not known. A sizable proportion of the 
individuals involved in an autunmal flight may remain to breed in t he 
new area, and never attempt to return. Others may undertake only a SX!l8ll 
part of the return trip, stopping a t suitable breeding habitat whereve r 
it is encounte red. still others may disperse from the wintering gro unds 
in a slightly different direction from the ori gina l fiight path and 
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11return" north to a new area. ~ring mig ratory "waves" of chickadees (as, 
indeed, most spe ci es at Powdennill) ar e less concentrated than fall flights, 
t}le oirds apparently moving more gra dually north over a longer period of 
Wlli'h The factors regulating this more gradual spring movement are not 

(ierstood, nor is the set of stimuli that initiate the entire movement 
;ttern in either fall or spring. 

The single recovery of a summer chickadee in Hancock New York 
(IJ'.}-1.5628) gives some basis to the bel ief that the biros 'do return north 
in the spring of a fl:1.ght year. Additional evidence is offered by two 
recoveries of chickadees that were banded in winter at my home station 
in Meadville, Pe~gylvania, and which were subsequently found in central 
New York-..one dur:ing the breeding season of the same year it had been 
1411tering in Pennsylvania. 

(Not included in the above report, because 
this -was for Powderhill Nature Reserve birds 
only, are two Meadville, Pa. re cove rle s) 

#33-15734, banded at Meadville, Pa. on December 28, 1961, trapped and 
released by Mrs. E. W. Fields, Gloversville, New York in February of 1964. 

#102-71509, banded at Meadville, Pa. on April 8 1962 "killed by 
~ing into object" at Penn Yan, New York in June of' 1962.' 

~.D.1, Saeger Hill, Meadville, Pennsylvania 

ATTENTION SPAJmo:,J ]{A'.·/K BANDERS 
By D:>nald S. Heintzelman 

I am currently writing a paper on migration and population dynamics 
0£ the Spa rrow Hawk (~ sparverius). Migration data are being 
extracted from a i:nachine listing of Sparrow Hawk banding recoveries 
P1'6Vided b? the ~J.rd Banding Laboratory. I would appreciate receiving 
P.l'Olltpt not:i.fication from anyone preferring that I do not use their tif°w Hawk recov~ries in the above mentioned paper. The ma.chine 
1ndi 1_lg of recoveries prevents me from acknowledging contributions of 
Ai, 'll,dual handers. ----Donald s. Heintzelman 629 Green Street 
~ento 1-m, Pennsylvania, 18102. • • 
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BAIT FOR GOLDFINCHES AND SI SKINS 
By Dr. Paul H. :Fluck 

Goldfinches--along with siskins, purple finches, ho~1s e f~nche s, etc, 
can be effectively baited into traps of the allpurpose kind w:i..th a n'Un\be1-
of free natural baits. I recall tha t ,some years ag o ~ I stopp~d to pi e!<; 
someclead goldfinches which had been killed o~ the highway whil e feed in i ~ 
on smashed osa ge oran ge s. ?Nery one of the birds has osa ~e oran ..,e see ds 

in its crop. 

Since then we have collected osage oranges in the fall and by 
Janua:ry the ;r have rotted so that the seeds ar~ available t~ th e birds, 
Not a seed escapes. Just unload a ton or so in your trappl.l1g area and. 
rake them into the traps through the winter. 

Right noi•l you can bait your traps d.th the button?all s f~l;l sycaniore 
trees. Look around for a sycamore tree , and you may fi~d one. ,.1th heavy­
broi-m fu z z coverin g the ground underneath , like snow. :!.3.Ch p1.e ce of fuzz 
ha s 'been clipped from the seed by a goldfinch , siskin , or purple finch. 
Just set your traps under the tree and bait up 1,1ith buttonballs . 

Later you can use the seed stalks of da ndelions, cockscomb s, cosmos, 
or even ing nr\..Jn.rOse ne xt f a ll. During the summer you . can co~e c~ the see4 
uod s of bull thistl es, and screen the seeds after drying. ~s is e~oel.J.eii\ 
bait. .And none wil l co st a clime • Ho,-,eve r, we usually combme these 
special baits 1;1ith small sunflcY1•ier seed. 

Lastl y , remember that every seed-feeding bird arrive~ ~t your fee®r 
carr--y-ing se eds . Often these a re dropp ed in your area, ana if you are ll,O~ 

too energetic about the grass clipping next summer, many of th~se seeds 
iiill grow up. As f ar as bird feedin g is concerned, the best b:i.rd feed is 

still free. 

Ever,; bander should be familiar with the_ pap~r-bound $2:,~0 bo~_k 
Al>IBRICAN 'dILDLIFB AND PLANTS. A GUID°:': TO ·::ILDLifo FOOD HA~Ii ::,. by t:..artil.n, 

1 
.. 1 d z~"" Thi· s book can be obtained from Dover Publications, 
·.Je son an ....... 
180 Varicl{ st., N. Y . c. 

Roweve :r it is in t erestin g to note th..1.t even in th~s highly res ea• 
publi catio n 't he osage ora nge is given virtually no notice at ~ a~ ~ed. 
plan t . Thi ~ is prob ably be cause it is a delayed food crop - an no 

until i t rots during t he win t e r. 

1.·Jashington Crossin g , Pennsylvania 

OPERATION RECOVERY AT McCLINTIC 
By George Ballentine 
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The first effort of "Operation Hecovery" at McClintic Wildlife 
station was do~e. fro~ September 10th through September 17th. While the seven daY participation wa~ com:para.tively short for a s tudy of this kind 
it was thoroughly worth while since it gave a very good idea of hat 
JUUht be expected at McClintic during a loneer period and under ::eath 
conditio ns more conductive to migration. No doubt the study will be er 
rePeated next year and for a longer period. 

The tenn "Operation Recovery" is applied to a continuous bandin 
operation during the~ mi~ration . The Fish and Wildlife Service g 
,ncollra ges these studies dunng the period from the middle of August 
tbl'Ougb the month of October. Two weeks of continuous banding is 
conside re d a. minimum study period. A location is chosen that is likely 
to attract birds. Such a location would have plenty of food. water 
and shelter . 

The NcClintic area was rich in foodo There were 15 kinds of fruit 
including AutUlllll Olive, seve:3-1 species of Vibumun , .five kinds of 
n,gwood, orange and yell~w Bittersweet, Wild Cherry, Poke berry . Wild 
Ol'aP8• }rulberry and Multiflora Rose hips. In the seed department was 
Brown-t op Jv'dJ.let, Buckwheat, Sorghum, Yellov 1 Soy bean s and field Corn 
also Japnn Clover, Korean 2nd Hicolor Le::ipedez a. ' 

There uas no rain during the entire week . Atmospheric conditions 
varied, f7°m very heavy morning fog to nights as clear as a clear sub-zero 
winter night. The wind was usually less than five miles per hour and 
never reached ten. The temperature ranged from 31°F to s9°F . Host days 
1191'8 sunny. 

Seven licensed banders and t;io assistants participated using from 9 
to 25 nets depending on the number of handers present. The total operation 
nqui.red. 1,.345 net-hours. 

ill ?irds caught were processed following methods suggest ed by Fi sh 
ml Wildlife Service. This included identification as to speci es age 
-1 sex; measurement of wing and e.xamination for fat· and dete ~tion 
~~- . 

m
t Ihring the seven ~ay period 282 birds of 41 species were banded 0 

) 
numerous were Indigo Buntings (43), Catbirds (34), and sonr; Sparrows 

9) 
• There were 15 species of warblers with Yello w-throats (9) Chats 
and Palms (7) leading in number. • 

Banders part i cipa tin g were Charley Handley, Haxine Kiff Ann Shreve , 
Katholi, 11iable Edgert on and Rut h and George Ballentine: The very 

8 as sistants were Jack Kain and Oscar Mairs . 

Charleston, West Virginia 
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