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QUICK TRIP TO FLORI!lll & NASSAU 
By Frank P. Frazier 

• ck tri Kit and I took to Fl orida and Nassau from J anuary 28 to 
Febru!ri~ o gav/ us the great pleasure of meeting an d ta1k~~ wit h banders 
whom we hadn, t met before as well as seeing a gre at many bir • some of 

them new to us. 

In the Bahamas we met and 
talked with Nassau• s only bander, 
Brother Ignatius Dean, of st. 
Augustine's Monasteey. We had a 
most interesting time with him. 
Brother Ignatius nets the local 
and mig rating birds I but his 
special intere st is in banding 
White-c ro-wned Pigeons. We hope 
to get an article from him on 
the results of this activity -­
he has received a number of 
reports of interesting recov­
eries recently. 

We spent two fine days in th e 
Everglades National Parle, where we 
first met and talked briefly with 
EBBA. member Dr. William B. Rob­
ertson Jr. 1 Parle Biologist. At 
Flaillin~o, Richard Cunningham, 
Park Naturalist, gave us accurate 
directions on where to look for 
birds. We found Dick Cunningham's 
book, "A Field List of South 
Florida Birds, 11 most hel.p:ful. 
( Other helpful books were, of 
course' Alexander Sprunt Jr'~ 
magnificent volume• "Florida s 
Bird Life, 11 and "Where to Find 
Birds in Florida," pub1.ished by 
the Florida Auo.ubon Society. 

Brother Ignatius Dean 
Bahamas Bander 

Near Del Ray Beach, where we were staying with Kit Frazie:~:e~=r• 

is the Loxahatchee Wildlife Refuge ,
1

wher~:e /~:dk::y d~~~:: hawks , 
a..."ld photographing Sandhill Cranes , ogge a • 
herons , ibises , and almost countless other birds . 
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THE HINSDALE HAWK OWL 
By Robert P. Yunick 

This winter many a b irder in the Northeast has thrilled to the sight 
a. very coopera t ive hawk owl a l ong route 14J near Hinsdale, r-1ass. 

o! ording to Rudd Stone of the Holyoke Bird Clu b, the bird was first 
M\i-t; ed on January 17, 196.5. Because of the bird's diurnal nature and 
re~ of open perches on the t opmost branches of the taller trees in t he 
lO a t he bird has generally bee n seen readil,y from an automobile from 
a.1! b~h, -1ay. l•w first si Bht of the bird was on February 7 when a g;roup ti us .from the Schenectady Bird Club took over one-half hour to locate the 
~i~ :iJ1 the rain. Finally, it was found ;perched a top a television aerial. 
;11 the other groups from our club found the bird almost i.Imnediately 

on a.rri val• 

Of course a bander cannot look at such a s ight for very long without 
].on£ti.l'lg to capture ~nd band such a prize . 1-li th band pennit arro.n ::;ement s 
JDS.de Walt Sabin and I drove to Hinsdal e l a te in February on a crisp , cold 
n.nt~r afternoon. It was an uncertain , agonizing 70-mile ri de - it was 

tl /alt , s third trip and rn;y second to the area . T-!i th us ire carri ed a 
13al- Ohatri trap tied ,,;ith J O-lb . nylon nooses , and in a gatherin g cage we 
had four starlings. Our late afte:moon arrival was planned , hopefully , to 
coincide with the bird ' s hunting schedule . 

Our faithful friend 1-ra.s located very quickly a top a tall elm . However , 
before the trap could be baited ,d.th tm starlings , the owl fleH back over 
the hill that we had just passed . Retracing our path down the road, we 
located the owl on an apple tree . Shorlly the owl ,-,a s perched on the 
top..most branch of a lone , dead tree in an aba ndon ed pasture further doi-n 
the road. Between us and the owl stood a glaring array of "no trespassin ~" 
sighs. It was at thi s point that 1-;e met the Philip T. 1>1hites on whose 
posted property the owl p erched . 

Permission to enter the properly to attempt to capture the bird was 
emphatically denied. I learned how biroer and bander alD<e had contributed 
t.o the erectin g of the posted signs . The 1:,'hi tes had erected these signs 
1n self-defense and in defense of the 01-,l ,-ihose 1-ielfare concerned them. 
~ had become disgusted with the groups of people who tramped the fields 
adjacent to their house :without pennission ; who broke fence s on the 

perty; and the group who came with a "ca r;e" .,ith something live in it -
I "cage" which was pl.aced near the oi-rl and at ·du.ch the owl swooped , but 
did not str'...ke - the same people 1-iho 1-,hen 1-il'. 1.Jhite came out of his house 
and asked from a distance what they were doing would not answer him. 

rt Has only after many mintttes of eJq:1laining that we meant the bird 
~. and describing how the capture ,•rould be attempted . that permission 

a f in ally granted. More than aeything, I had the feeling that the meJ;e 
t that we asked pennission ,,ra.s what decide d the case in our favor. At 
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this point, r•ir. ";ihite very kin~y tol d us ho1,r and from wher e to approa ch 
the bird, and related some of hl.s expe ri en ces with the bird - especi a.J.:cy 
the bird ' s tameness. 

Now callle mixed emotion - the exci t ement of actually getting t he 
opportunity, and t he great, skepticism. on my par~ of tbi~ bird striki ng 
a trap placed so obvi ou sly in t he ope n by a pl ~:i.nly vi sible perso n . 
.Regardless , this is what we bad come for, and i t was worth a try. I 
olaced the tran on the gro und near a fence about 20-J 0 yards from th e owi 
~nd wired it to a stra nd in the fe nce. The owl be came quite excited 
lo oking . This puffed-o ut ball of grizzle d bird , pe rc hed so seemingly 
unconc erned abou t 20 fe et off t he ground against a brillian t , clear blue 
sky , suddenly flattened hi s fea t hers, sto od ere ct an d loo ked in a ve-ry 
concerned, staring manner at th e trap . I ret urned to t he car about 60 
yards away and we 1,,aited o Anxiou sly the 1vhites wai t ed . The bil'Cl 
contin ued t o loo k concerned , but did no t hing . It appe a red t hat per haps 
t he trap was too c).ose t o t he fence thereby tnaking th e owl hesitant abo,ut 
st riking. The starlings were scrambling f or all t hey were wort h . 

At Nr . White ' s sugge s ti on, I re-entered the pas tu re and placed t he 
tl'aP abollt 15-20 fee t from t he foot of the per ch. The owl lo oked remarka 
flustered once again. On previous occasions I had sto od very cl osely 
beneath him and he bad sbot-m a great lack of concern in his brillian t 
yellow eyes: However, t ho se two starlings made all the. differe nce in the 
world. That m-11 • s staring, intent yellow eyes were a sight t o behold. 
They ,,iere wild with excitemen t . They were even as :impressive as the 
glaring , fiery red eyes of a gosha;Jk tha·t; bad attack ed me l as~ June when 
i·ia l t and I invaded its nesting privacy in an attempt to band J.t. 

Once a gain we waited in the car. It almost l ooked hopeless. Then 
Halt yelled; "Ther e he goes. 11 Still vividly imprin t ed on my mind is the 
impressi on of t ha t 01,11~ with set wings, dropping sharply ou t of tba.t 
tree, swooping up and pouncing on t hat trap. The owl perched and th en 
fo ught the trap perhaps 10-15 seconds. It lo oked like the bird m~h t be 
secure, so I dash ed out of the car, but my exhubera.nce was short-hved . 
"dhen I was t;-ro or three steps from the car~ the owl came free and fl ew 
up to a bran ch about six fee t off the groun d ,, This t-ras as disappoin t ing 
as the swoop at t he trap had been exciting. Back in the car I figured 
that al l •,ias really l ost. Then came another, but more dire ct attack ohCG 
a~ain delivered on set wings. It was . a harder blow , because the trap 
roc ked considerably. The owl foueht the trap as thou gh be 1-re~ caught 
and could not maintain bis equilibrium. Ho,-;ever, after our .firs t 
exoerience i·Je 1-1aited. In seconds, the owl fl opped off the trap and 
fllp-flopp~d on the snow. surely he ,,ias caught. Out of the car I ca.med 
ran do~m the drive to the back of the house, across the yard and olea re 
the barbed wire fence in stride, all the while t·ia tcbin g the seeroing:cy" 
precariously held ot·il. The closer I came, the more clearly evident ~ea 
the possibility of escape. The bird was held by a single noose• Un er 
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oh cold weather conditions, nylon tends to lack suppleness , and judging 
SU the n apping of the owl, the noose could have come free any second . 
~y I was there, ai:id with visions of how a gallinule had flopped out 
. a one and one-httlf inch mesh net last August and how I had dived into 
~ !llllCk and cattails after it , I securely grabbed the hawk owl ,;ith both 

\ her- glo ved hands :, The prize was mine, and on his heavily feathered 
l eA i •was no band. 1t would have been horribly disappointing if the bird 
: : sbeen previously banded • 

Walt put 717-97721 on the same leg that had been held by the noose 
I held the bird . The 1!hites were thrilled a t the sight of the bird ' 

: t he }land. I was uonderfully satisfied, because I felt that a bigger 
vl,otor:r had been won . In the fading light of dusk , the four of us went 
out to release the o,•1~. To our back s came the golden glow of the sun now 
set beyQnd the Berkshires and ahead of u s loomed the chill , grey New 
i,ngland l andscape t o the east . Into this darlmess 1/alt released the OHl 
ond to our v~ry great surprise , the bird flew about 15 feet to a maple 
along the drive and perched . There he remained for several minutes while 
I Willked pa st him to the pasture to retrieve my starlings. When I passed 
1:G' the owl and headed for the car, the owl finally flew. He behaved very 
typi cally as he 8'100ped low from the maple out over the adjoinin g field 
cleared the fence and again Hith set wing s ma.de a tremendous swo~n up t~ 
the very same perch whence he bad come. • 

Once again in the oar, we headed west to the Bericshires and beyond. 
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The photographs were taken by Robert Yunick. He writes : "The pictures 
wre taken with a Startech using Kodak Verichrome Pan film and M-2 bulbs . 
Ji:Jst of the prints are made on Kodabromide F4 paper although some F2 & F5 
was used. The bird was phtographed in the White's house against a wood 
J)llnel wall. The bird behaved exceedingly well and was most cooperative. 
It never even flinched. The hand is Walt Sabin 's. 

The owl did manage to bite him once during handling for banding . The 
's talons were remarkable . Once he grabbed ray gloved hand and while I 
d feel the talons pricking through the deerskin , I slipped my hand out 

f the glove and the bird held the glove for a number of minute s before he 
t go in preference to strike at somethine else . We treated him with 

t respect. 

The bird • s tarsi were so heavily feathered (furry looking is more 
scriptiv e) that he required a 7A band despite the Banding Manual ' s 
commendation of a 5A. I have no doubt banded ray life ' s supply of Sumia 
~. but certainly it is a memory that will last a lifetime. 

27 ltrron Sto, Schenectady, New York 12309 




