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into Mississippi and Louisianna. There is some evidence to suggest the 
normal return trip in the early spring is slightly south and ea st of the 
fall route. Evidently flock association has its effect on_ some birds and 
these stop their sprinz migration in the approx. right latitude but the 
wrong longitude. There are 2 very interesting recoverie s to illus~rate 
this and suggests that the latitudinal urge may supersed e the longitu dinal 
urge . One of these starling recoverie s was a fe male banded April 19 , l96o 
and recovered in Indiana J8 days later (app ro x . 250 miles west of he re) at' 
almost exactly the same latitude. The other recovery was a ma.le banded 
ray 25, 1959 , and recovered 25 days later in southern Mich. These 
recoveries were almost exactly at the same longitude - which may or Inay 
not be significant • 

.Anyone trot wants recoveries should band Starlings, and it will help 
the F&W Service too. I wrote EBBA member Bob Mitchell (an old school 
friend now associated with the blackbird control section of the F&W 
Service) and asked if they still wanted EBBA members to band as maey 
Starlings as possible . Bob' s comments were highly favorable and stated 
that the aging and sexing by handers would help the~ greatly in their 
studies on migration and control measures. Over 90i• of the Starlings 
(even immatures) can be sexed by eye color (bro~m iri s in males , light 
colored ring in female s) and older Starlings aged by hackle characteristic, 
In the spring th':l hluish rand also inrli'!~tA ::i male. EBBA me~ber G. 
Hapgood Parks had a fine article on this in the July , 1962 , i s sue of 
Bird-Banding. 

Box traps are very effective in the spring to catch Starlings, but 
something else must be used in the winter time. Rev. Det,wiler' s type 
of trap is very effective. Just sweep away some snow in a sheltered 
nlace in the yard. Then put some bread both inside and outside the trap 
a nd you are in business. If only 400 handers captured 500 Starlings 
each, the total would be 200,000 starlings. The 5000 recoveries from 
these ;rould help the F&W Service with their control problems. Every 
banded Starling helps, and some banders are even building large decoy 
traps (improved model described in new F&W Service leaflet). By using 
one of these traps, EBBA member B. P, Burtt caught a fantastic 3,450 
Starlings in one day. I believe this trap -was on top of a 10-story 
building in Syracuse, N. Y. 

February 12 • • • • Received EBBA News today and Robert Yunick ' s artis le 
on Silhouette Decoys (follo H-Up of Raymond Bubb' s article in the July -AUg, 
1963 2BBA News) made me realize how much is yet to be discovere~ about 
banding techniques and bird behavior in general. Don Varner ' s idea 
(Nov, -Dec . 1963 i s sue of IBBA Nev!S) about making Bluebi:ro boxe~ smaller 
i s anothe r ex.ample. @BA member Art Dunnell has i:iow come. up with a1; 
idea about bandin g at night at our Red Creek banding station . If his 
idea works , the present concept of night migration may be confirm ~d or 
revolutionized - or maybe just open up a lot of new questions . I m 
re all y excited about the possibilities and this coming September the 
banders at :aed Creek will be trying out his idea. 
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February 19 ... o Fi ve in ches of snow on t he gro und t his moming
0 

t of birds at the fee ders , and Walt er Bigger ' s special trap is working 
lO 

5 
It is a 2- cell Pot ter type t rap with openings in t he top of each 

,t;;Jl1;' to remove bi rd s . This i s a wonderf ul trap f or wet or snoey weat her, 
ca one doe-S not need to get do;m on the gro und to remove bi:ros, This 
:!,ul d hel p eliminate a complaint known as ''handers knees. " 

Bo~ l 42, Clari<sville , Pennsylvamj 

pECOYS FOR MIST NETTING 
By J. A. Hardman 

(Reprinted from ~ Rptgers' Bulletin ) 

Catc hes of waders in mist nets at dusk, or all through the night on 
a moonlight night, can be consi derably j,ncreased by set t ing out dec oys 
in t he water j ust on the upwind si de of nets. The decoys serve bot h to 
pring down lower any birds flying over and to cause those birds intending 
to II.and to pit ch in wit h th e de coys and th us be in t ercep t ed by the net 
plac ed sl ightly downwind. 

Silho uette-type de coys, made of wood or hardb oard, can be used, but 
they are not so effec t ive as proper stuffed decoys. The latter, however, 
are expensi ve t o buy , or tedi ous to make and, in any case, do not stand up 
at all Hell to repeated handling i n watery pl aces. A simple and effective 
means of making a de coy from any dead bird which is picked up is to inject 
it with concen t rate d f onnalde .hyde (f ormalin ) . This causes it to dry up 
or lllUlTlll1ify if it is pla ced in a wam place f or a few weeks. It does not 
S?'4ell a."l.d has nn a.dvantar:·e over stuffed birds in th at it is conside rab l y 
moro robu "t. 

'l'lle de.:d bi rd should first be set up in a wire jig designed to keep 
the head, body·, and legs in the required positions. The head, each 
111\!scle and the ' insi des' should the n all be injected with formaldehyde 
(about 10-20 cos. will suffice for the whole bird). Dispensible plas t ic 
BYringes can o.:f'ten be obtained from doctors or chemists. Hash off acy 
soluti on 1,rhich gets on your hands, as it can irritate. When the bird is 
dry and hard, remove the wire jig and tie thicker wire supports to the 
lho~s so that these project J-6 ins. below the feet. These will serve to 

ld the decoy steady when set. 

Sinrl.J.ar decoys can also be used to induce birds into the cat ching 
area of clap nets. 




