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The 
Ptefidenf'g 

Meigsae 

We all owe Chan Robbins a debt of gratit u.d 
and a vot e into the Ornithological Hall ore 
Fame for his 11Guide to Aging and Sexing w0 
Warblers 11 as contained in the 1964 Worksho~d 
Manual and reprinted in the Vol. 27, No. 5 
issue of EBBA News. Think of the many ho\UI 
we have spent in the past thum.bing through s 

Bent, Chapnan, Feterson, and Roberts trying to detennine if it's possible 
to sex immature Canada and other warblers. 

Now all we h ave to do is check Chan 1 s 11Qu1ck Reference List" and find 
out that only adu1t Canada Warblers can be sexed. Thia list also contains 
standard reference book page numbers for further detail. Next the "Specie 
Summaries' ' 'l,eJ. .J.S t,He distinguishing chnracteristics which detennine the 
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age and sex. Last in Chan I s guide are tables showing infonnation on Wing 
lengths and body weights. 

I used this guide last fall during a week of Operation Recovery and 
aged and sexed warblers th at I would never attempt before. If you haven• ti 
used this guide yet, now is the time to look it over before the sprin g 
migration starte. Be sure to review the section "How to Use This Summary11 
as well as the introductory remart<s. 

Let's hope other experts will be inspired by this excellent present. 
at ion to put together guides for other families until we have a complete 
text. I'm sure all banders join me in saying, 11Thank you Chan Robbins!" 

John R. Given, R. F. D. 1, Croton Ave., Peekskill, N.Y. 

TIE FRONT COVER 

"Friendl y ,Sandpipers checking the record to make sure their statis­
tic s a.re correct," i s the tit.le Betty Knorr gi ve s th e photograph on the 
front cover. Her article, "Ope ration -- Recovery of Home Station s ," is 
full of material that can both interest and <7.Uide band in r-: station onerat0 
-- t y ros and veterans alike. It starts on page 53. ~ , 

Havin ~ problems? '·'i th nets? 
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1~ROGRAH FOR THE ANNUAL l-iEETING 

preli.Illina ry details of the program for EBBA I s Annual rieeting 

0 
eaii City, M.a,ryland, April 23, 24 & 25, 1965 as announce d by Dr. 

,/ Blake, EBBll1 s First Vice President and Chainnan of the Program 
c,-1ttee, are as follows: 

a t 
Cha rles 

~ mornin_g, April 24 

The Business Meeting and Election of 6fficers 

Robert McCullough - 11A Bird Bander's Day" - sound recording 

Herbert W. Kale, II - "Movements of immat ure Mockingbirds between 
swamp and residential areas of Pinellas 
County, Florid :"·" 

Benjamin H. Shaub - "Cannibalism among Black-crowned Night, Herons" 

Leroy Wilcox - on his experiences in Trinidad 

Earl B. Baysinger - on the bclilding office 

Charles H. Blake - "Weights of Swainson I s Thrush" 

Saturcgy afternoon - Workshop 

Jeff Swinebroad - 11Difficult Decisions" 

Chandler Robbins - 11Warblers 11 

Frank HcCamey - "Trap Construction 11 

Charles H. Blake - 11Hean and Standard Deviation" 

11lnfonnation Please 11 panel for newer handers. The panel members: 

James Baird Lorothy Bordner 1~1• T. Van Veltzen 

(Dr. Blake ur ges members who expect to attend the "Information Pl n 

pane~ to plan th eir questions in advance and to make their questi~~=e 
concise so that 1-.re can touch on a varietv of topics and so that 
persons as possibl e will have an opport~i ty to ask questions) as many 

Traps? Identification? 



52 EBBA. News - Vol. 28, No. 2 

Welcome I 

Hrs. Edward Mendinhall, President of the Maryland Ornithological 
Society (our host), will welcome the E. B. B. A. to Maryland. 

COUNCIL MEI!."'TING 

EBBA.'s Council will meet Friday evening, April 23, at 8 p.m. at the 

Hasting s-Niramar. 

Banguet 

The Annual Banquet wi.1.1 be h eld Saturday evening at the Hastings­
Miramar at 6:)0 p. m. Pri ce of banquet tuolude d in rat es for those staYin!§ 
there __ others shoul d make re servat ions direct with Mrs. Hilton Connor 
at the Has tings-Mi r amar by April 1.5. 

Hastin~s~iramar 

The hotel is on Baltimore Ave. between 2nd & 3rd streets -- telephone 
is code )01-ATlantic 9-7417. Members should make reservations direct. 

rhe special rates for the meeting include two nights lodging, six meals 
starting with Friday night dinner, gratuity and Maryland sales tax. 

They are: 
Double room and bath 
Double room & running water 
Apartment accomodations 

for 5 or 6 persons 

Friday Night Reception 

$19.00 per person 
17.00 II II 

18.00 II N 

The reception on Friday night will be held at the Hastings-Miramar. 

Field Trips 

Operation Recove ry station (5½ miles north of Ocean City) open house 
and demonstration -- Saturday 5:J0-8:JO am, Sunday 5:30-noon. 

Trip to Poco~oke Swamp -- Sunday 4:JO to 7:JO a.mo 
Shorebird tr:i.ps around Ocean City -- SUnday 8 : J0-1 0: 1 5 & 1 0: JO-noon. 

Unwanted guests7 Then hurry off to the EBBA meeting 
for the solutions! 

:rntroduction ,,_ 

OPERATION: RECOVERY OF HONE STATIONS 
By Betty Knorr 

For the past two years EBBA I s editor has been prodding me to write 
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nother article on my Operation il.ecovery-Home Station. Somehow I just 
\u1dn't get enth usias tic about it because I felt it would be repetitious 
~d take up spac e that could be better utilized for more interestin g 
articles by othe r hand ers. 

While O. R. stations are important and of interest to many handers, 
particularly those who band at such sta tions, the descriptions of 
fa bulo us flights and mouth-waterin g rari ties offer little encoura gement 
¢r incenti ve for the many handers who must stay at home. With this 
thought in mind, I'd l ike to chan ge the original theme of this article 
to Operation : Recovery of Rome Station s. 

Nowadays, the small backyard bandin g station somehow seems to be 
considered old fashioned and unimportant. Even though the modern 
ultra-scientific approach i1ith highly technical and specialized skills 
and equipment is reco gnized as the current ~tandard, it does not necessarily 
mean th.at the home station is obsolete. Far from itt Being a confirmed 
stay-at-home bander, I'd like to see a revival and rejuvenation of home 
statie:ms. I hope a fe w of nzy-own experiences will give other banders 
some incentive to join me in Operation: Recovery of Home Stations. 

Na.king Q:_ good start 

The first step is to make an honest appraisal of the home station 
and yourself. Consider your available time, money, energy, and health. 
Your talents and interests are more important than the size and location 
of your station. Keepin g these few important things in mind will help 
:i,n planning what to do and how to do it. 

P.oth Mabel Gillespie and Alex Ber gstrom have recently written 
excellent papers on suitable projects for banders. (See EBBA News, Vol. 
26, No. 5 and Vol. 27, No. 1.) These two experienced banders offer some 
very sound advice and the results of some of my ovm banding projects 
confinn the things they advocateo 

3andi ng pro j e cts should be p ro perly gea red to each indi vidua l or 
they may be doomed before they are starte d. A rece nt paper in another 
publ icatio n sugges ted th.at all ha nde r s es tab lish a regular t rappi ng 
rout ine and se t-up which, once estab l ishe d, should never be chang ed in 
any way. The trap that catches no birds sh ould not be moved one 
lllill :i.Jneter. That t rap produces valuable negative statistics! Valuable 
negative stat istic s7 Ye st for the scien tific band er equipped with 
enough tim e and as sistan ts and a fe w mathematical experts. For the 




