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Tl~N v;J\.RS O Ii' J'HE ~1m_ 
By Frank P. Frazier 

tob 1964 Dr. W. Rydzewski, who started the 
In issue No. 40 for_Oc erietin The Rin gives a brief history of 

International Ornit bolo~icalh ~ editedf~1ts very modest inception the world-wide publication e . s 
to the well established journal it is today. 

Among the maey letters and arti~~;l~:• H~Y~~:::1
:i D~~:s ~i:~ts M~~~!~ 

anniversary issue are pi~c;~ ~r. Frazier In his list of "Truest F'ri.end~JI 
Oliver N. Austin, Jr. an • rib d i The Ring from No. 1 to 40 -
-- those who have continuously sub~~ese S~venof the nine from the UniteQ 
he names 43 persons from ~ny ~~le H• Blake Ben B. Coffey, Mrs. E. E. 
states are Ebba membersk: Rr.M !:Iino~ H.E.McClure & Frank P. Frazier. Dater, Dr. Paul H. Flue• • • • 

f t hi The Ring grow until its acceptance 
Havin g had the pleasure o ~~~i ngof all banding activities through-

today as the publication rep~s~~ be ~: the greatest interest and value. 
out the ,,orld, I have found ~ this valuable journal should send their 
ESBA members .tlshing to 46ce ve P land (accompanied by a check) or to 
orders to RUCH, Hilc~a • iarsa732 ;Test 4Jl,'d st. New York 36, N.Y. European Representatives, c., ' • · 

(A letter t.o the Banding Office) 

Lear 6661, 

390-0772 
1..88 
02-23-62 

00 til the mails arrived 02-43-620 I r am a poor O 5 who was 3- un d 6-45 
6-15 6 21 nd nzy-doctor after r had ha a ' 

am now -3, , - • a I J6 from 97 and he said I sure was a 

~~om:ms:fd t~.!'.t It~: t~· indi=~d I ~i'1;h!h:o=~e o~tt~ /~te~t-
it 1 cky th.at I hadn't 22 when ope g d d that 

. was u . d . Ea " For therapeutic purp oses, he re col!llllen e 
"Dird-Band:uig ma e sy • 6 8 I took his advice and while there a 
I go to the 9-09 and6 be "';~ •lf to me Bill is quite a lad and since charming man named -51 .. .,., ... se • · itel 
we'll never be (,..57 down here, I plan to remain indef111 Y• 

Sincerely, 

8473 

ret urn all unused bands to office if I ever go back to P. S. Will 
old 88. 

(Above gem sent in by Ted. Van V0lzen ·• Ed.o) 

RETURN OF OYSTERCATCHER ON L. I. , N. y. 
By LeRoy Wilcox 

Ever since I found the first known nest of Oystercatcher in N. Y. 
state on July lJ, 1957, on Garoiners Island, I have been interested in 
learnin g some details of their life history silllilar to my JO years work 
on Piping Plovers of which 1 aJn getting about 40 returns per year after 
trappin g 1732 adults on their nests. I also found a pair nestin g at 
Mt>r:lches Inlet (Moriches Bay) on June 10, 1960, and another pair nesting 
at Shinnecock Bay on June 12, 1963, the only three known nesting areas 
on L. I. up to 1964. On July 4, l96o, one of the young banded at 
:z,t,riohes was the first Oystercatcher to be banded in N. Y. State. 

I did not start in a serious way to trap adult Oystercatchers 
until 1963 when I trapped three adults, a pair at Shinnecock Bay and 
a single at Moriches Inleto I had the birds setting on haro-boiled 
chicken eggs while their own eggs were temporarily reinoved from the nest to prevent breakage. 

In 1964 the pair returned to Shinnecock and after several attempts 
to nest did not succeed. The last nest site in a Tern and Skimmer 
coloey was washed a1-Jay so late in the season that they no longer 
attempted to nest during 1964. 

The pair returned to Moriches in 1964, the ffrst adult caught on 
its nest on June 26 was a return from last year and was probably a female, 
as it weighed 746 grams, with wing 267 and tail 105. The other adult 
was caught on June 27 and weighed 715 grams, with wing 254 and tail 97, 
so was probably the male. This return on June 26 was the first return 
of an adult in the U. S., as· there had been only one return out of some 
75 Oystercatchers banded in the U. s., all young, am this return was 
for only a young a few months old in the Carolinas. So apparently no 
other bander has banded aey adults in the u. s. outside of the five I 
have trapped on their nests. 

1'zy' work on these biros this year revealed the fact that the young 
when hatched have an all black bill and a single black pupil in each dark 
brown eye. The adults on the other hand have bright red bills and a 
Y'!llow eye with t wo overlapping black pupils in each eye--giving them a 
weird appearance . In correspondence with ornithologists of the leading 
ten ll!Uselll11s in the U. S. and after searching through most of the :important 
books on U. s. bin:is, I could find no info:nnation on when the change of 
color of eye am bill takes place nor anything about the t"10 pupils in 
each ey? of adults. While discussing this matter with Dr. R. c. Hurphy 
.i.n Anter:1.can 1'1useUlll of Natural History on December J, 1964, he remei~bered 
that there was mention of this peculiar eye condition (cat's eyes as he 
put it) in his "Oceanic Birds of South America." There are three species 
in S. America and four subspecies of one of these. Under Fuegian 
O,stercatcher the descripti on reads: "I ris brilliant yello w-Fuegian 
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