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COULD THIS BE YOUR SANDPIPER? 
By Betty Knorr 

On August 8, 1964, I cau ght a Semipalmated Sandpiper (Ereunetes 
pusillus) that was wearing a forei gn band. The band ,,.,as very worn, and 
the numbers were illegible. I was sur e it ,,Jas not_ one of my 01m old 
return birds as this sandpiper was banded on the right leg, and I 
habitually band on the left leg. 

The band \•Jas so brittle and paper thin that it split into two pieces 
,,hen r removed it. After rebanding and releasing the bird, the pieces of 
the old band were carefully wrapped and sent to the Banding Office for 
chemical etching. 

The Banding Office regreti'ully infonned me that t~e complete number 
of the band could not be determined, and therefore, this sandpiper 1o1ould 
halfe to be considered a "new" banded bird. 

After th is dis appo inting news, about ten days l a t e r I rece i ved another 
more encourag ing note from the Banding Office. Ted Van Vel zen inf onne d me 
that he still hadn't give n up compl etely and 1-ia s hopeful.ly stru ggl in g 1•1ith 
the remains of the band. 

As port io ns of several of the digi t s were completely worn away, the 
possi bl e combinat i ons of the en t ire number seemed almost endless. The 
tho ught occur re d t o me that per haps some EBBA members might be able_t? 
hel p th e Banding Of fi ce save a l ot of time and extra work in determining 
t he orig inal bandin g rec ord of th i s s andpiper. 

By a process of el imina ti on , I fe el ce rtain that the re is a good 
chance of locating th e orig i nal bandi ng da ta on this sandpiper. ~rst of 
all, the band was ext r emely wom , indicatin g it had been on the bird for 
a long time. 

Although there has been a n incre a se in shorebird band i ~ in the past 
ye ar or two, prior to that not many hande rs were band ing Senupalmate d 
Sandpi pers. Of the one s th at 1-1are, per haps only about half of th em were 
banding on the right le g. 

Next, this sandpiper was banded with a size 1B band. As this species 
is more commonly banded with a size 1 band, this rurther reduces the 
possibilities considerably. 

Could this be your sandpiper? There is no need to spend a lot of 
time checking your records for dates and band numbers. All that is needed 
is an affinnative answer to the foll, :,wing three questions: 
(1) Did you barn any Semipalma t ed Sandpi pers several years ago? 
(2) Did you band them on t he rig ht leg? 
(3) Did you use a size 1B ban d ? 
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If you can answer yes to all three questions, kuxlly noti 
Van Velzen, c/o Bird Banding Office, Patuxent Wildlife Re fy Mrh. Willet T. 
Laurel, l'.iaryland. searc Center, 

Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated. 

58 Steamboat Landing Road, South .Amboy, Ne,~ Jersey 

1964 WORKSHOP SESSION ON 
WINTER FINCHES AND MISCf:LLANi,<;OUS SPEcns 

Reports by Robert L. Pyle 

Since illnes s prevent ed Alex oergs t rom from atte ndi ng this ye ar's 
EBBA Annual Meeti ng, his s chedu led Work shop program on Winter Fi nches 
was placed in the capable hands of aert l1lurray, and 1~as combined i n a 
singl e pro gram with Jim Baird's dis cuss i on of Hiscell ane ous Specie s. · 

Bert discussed the group of finches, includin g Evening Grosbeak 
Purple Finch, Goldfinch, Pine .Siskin, Iiedpoll, Pine Grosbeak and Hou;e 
Finch, which are likely to spread more widely through EBBA territory in 
winter. For the first three species, which l!.B3A banders handle in greater 
numbers, he presented interesting diag rams comparing the varying t:i..ming 
with which rnales assume the brightly colored adult plumage. In J;vening 
Grosbeaks, this occurs in the first au tumn, after the postjuvenal (or 
first prebasic) molt. In the Goldfinch, males retain a dull plumage 
through the first winter, then acquire the bright body plumage with the 
prenuptial (prealternate) molt the next spring. Thereafter, males alternate 
between a dull basic (winter) plumage and a bright alternate (summer) 
plumage. In purple finches, the rnale rernains dull through the first winter 
and also through the following summer since there is no prenuptial molt the 
first spring. Not until the second prebasic molt (second autu..'11n) or later 
does the bright plumage first appear; but once acquired the bright plumage 
is retained permanently. 

Further discussions of winter finch plumages are contained in Alex 
Bergstrom's article in the 1964 hlorkshop Hanual, and in 1~leanor Dater's 
paper on goldfinch plumages given at the Saturday morning scientific session. 

Jim 3aird's thorough and practical discussions of determining a bird's 
age by extent of skull ossification have become a fixture of EBBA Annual 
Meetings. This year Jim (the temptation is strong to nickname him 
"i3onehead") spoke on this topic at the Saturday morning meeting, but the 
subject came up for further discussion during his '.'orkshop program on 
Niscellaneous Species. In addition, Jim displayed his expert and 
comprehensive kno,-rledge of bird morphology by giving numerous pointers and 
ans w~ring many questions on identification, ageing and. sexing. Among the 
points brought out at at least one session were the follo, -:ing: 

CLOACAL PROTU3t:RANCi : Very distinctiv e in spring male chickadees, 
titmice, and song sparro ws, etc. i-lot distinctive in catbirds. 
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I RIS: The very last part of the bird to assume the adult color. 
Generally, the upper fore part of the iris is the last to change. 

3LU'.:: JAY: l•louth lining is pale in immatures. It beco111es black in 
mid-fall, or occasionally later. 

NUTHATCH, both WHITE-BREASTl D and RED-BR:2:ASTZD: l·lales have black caps, 
females have gray caps, from ten days of age onward. 

BROWN THRASHER: Immatures have bro wnish eyes until early September, 
A stra w-colored eye is definitely immature ; a chrome yellow eye in 
fall may be immature or adult. 

SCARLET TANAGER: White under wing coverts; beak shorter and heavier. 

SUMMER TANAGER: Yellow under wing coverts; beak longer, not so heavy. 

DICKCISSEL: D.111 birds closely resemble dull House Sparrows, but the 
shape of the t ip of t he tail fea t hers is distinctive. In dickcissels, 
it tapers modera t el y to a sha rp poi nt. In House Sparrows it is cut 
off virtually square , T,1ith a li t tle rounding .on one corner. 

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK: The pink wing linings on :imlnature males are yellow 
in the immature females. 

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK and RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE: The black pigment in 
fi rst yea r feathers is less stable, and thus fades quicker. The 
pr imary coverts and the primary tips exposed to the air a.nd sun 
bec ome .faded, ,Ihile unexposed portidns of black feathers remain 
black. These feathers are retained for the first year, arrl thus 
can be a very distinctive mark of subadttlt rr1t1J • .:'l,~, 

SLATJ-COIDR3D JUNCO: Difficult to age or sex, but generally speaking 
bird s ~d.th wings l onger than 75 mm tend to be males, and those ,,11th 
,n.ng s short er than 75 mm tend t o be females. The eye is gray in 
j uveniles , gradually be coming reddi sh. The upper fore part of the 
iris is th e la st to become reddish . 

3012 Forty-fourth street, N. w., ·.:ashin gton ,16, D. c. 

ROB~RT PYIE'S PRIZE TRAP 

EBBA members , iho attended the Janquet at this year's Annual l·eeting 
1-iill recall the very fine one-cell Potter trap generously given to me as 
"second" prize in the bird-guSssing contest. Thus it might be of interest 
to relate the folloi ~-up story about the first bird that trap caught for 
us. '/e did not put the trap to use ri ght a,:ay, but a coupl e of ·.,eeks 

,. 
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later my wife, Billie, received a phone call about 
feeder in nearby Chevy Chase. After more hone ca a s~range bi.rd at a 
descriptions of the bird, Billie, who doe/ much of ~s i~v ol ving lenghty 
trap and joined another bander frien d .. ith trap at t~r ~

nd
ing, took the 

Although the bird ,•:as almost ridicul ously unafraid 0 / site the next day . 
cleverly kept out of reach and out of t he traps . people, it 

. As a watched pot never boils, so the bird seemed destined 
re~in untrapped, as the handers vat ched l onging l y . mentuall to 
retired to another part of the house, but later, -,,hen the tra Y, 

t h
ey 

checked again so~e hour~ after origi nal set-up , Eureka ! the bi~,i~re 
safely captured in the .&3BA prize t rap . There f oll oi-ied a u • k ~as 
do.:n to the U. S. National }hseum where Dr. John Aldrich c~J~ sh 
i~en~ification, and also, alas, pointed out that the condition~;dt~he 
bird s legs strongly suggested that it had only recently escaped f e 
captivity. Undaunted, our friend, Mrs. Georgia 3uck, banded the bf~ 
and released it shortly afteri- iard in a fine ,:ild area aloni:r the 
Potomac River. "' 

So ,·1hat was this first bird caught in the EBBA prize trap? It 
a brilliant male Hooded Oriole, a species nonnally occurring only • "

1t~ 
far southwestern U. S. as a summer visitor from Mexico. in e 

I. B. O. R. - OCTOBER, 1964 
From Walter Bigger' s Letter to the Editor 

Peggy- and I had quite good luck. We banded 4805 birds in 2811 net 
h6urs. We were pushed on 5 October by a Creeper-Kinglet night with 
1 9 Creepers and 79 Kinglets. Total for that day was an even 600. 

You've ~een the mass flights so there's nothing I could add. 1,JhUe 
I was there 1•,e did not have them as in former years. we just had birds 
all day long! On October 15 we banded 514 and never used a collecting 
cage! Birds never started moving until after 0900, and it continued 
until 16oO that afternoon. It was a real pleasure to find birds in each 
net ever:, time you checked. Saw my first Song Sparrow night __ we 
banded 142 on 14 October. \t,Je had back-to-back days on 14-15 Octobe 
of 476 and 514. r 

Never had a Junco night -- only 2 days of more than 1 oo. Hermit 
Thrushes and ~le s were steady the la st 1 0 days. r-i> st unusual catch 
was 5 Hooded \varblers, 2 on 4 October and 3 on 18 October. Bruce Adams 
also caught 2 and Fred ½ears 1 on the 18th. I'd caught them here at 
home but never so many at Island Beach. 

~e only birds I'm chasing now are wild turkeys. The residents here 
awoke to a rude shock the day we left for Island Beach. At 0300 I caught 
a small ~ear h;lping himself to the suet in a woodpecker feeder. He'd 
alrady fixed some feeders and spread the incinerator around a bit. 
We ve spent the past 3 weeks trying to ,100 back our regulars. 

Star Route, Trout Run, Pa. 




