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AGETING AND SEXING SOME WINTSR FINCHES
By E. Alexander Bergstrom
(Reprinted from EBBA 1964 Vorkshop Manual, Volume III)

Uhile some individuals of some species can be aged or sexed readily,
overall this is a difficult group to handle, especially for those who don't
handle a given species in numbers every year.

Evening Grosbeak (data from Doris Huestis Speirs and Elizabeth Holt Dovms )

Distinctions of sex:

Adult J@le: TForehead, abdomen, rump and under tailcoverts,
bright greenish yellow. Crown, Tail and primaries of the wings,
black. Lxposed part of inmer secondaries, their coverts and
tertiaries, white, forming a conspicuous white patch on the
otherwige black wing.

Adult Female: Largely grey, the body plumage tinged with
greenish yellow, especially about the nape. Vings and tail, black
and vhite. Three outer primaries of the wings are black; the
remaining ones are spotted with white. There is a white area at
the base of these primaries forming a white sguare or rectangle.
This is conspicuous in flight and is a good character for
determining the sex of an individual of any age.

Distinctions of Age:

Juvenal plumage: Young in juvenal plumage are easily recognized
by their dark bills, tan color of body plumage, lack of distinective
head marikings of the adults and the presence of a pale yellow
patch formed by the four inner secondary coverts. Sexes differ
and are readily distinguishable.

Juvenal male: ILargely tan with yellowish tinge. Uings black,
with large vhite patch as in adult male, but with darker
inner margins on the tertiaries. Lacks the yellow forehead
and blacle crown of the adult male. Undertail coverts white,

instead of yellowish.

Juvenal female: Distinguishable in fall by darkish bill (bill
gradually changes from the dark brown to bone color), by
the cark marging of the tertiaries (these are sometimes
lost through wear) and the rather pale or only partially
vellow undertail covertse The white edgings of the black
primaries are also a distinguishing character.

Timature female: Distinguished in fall by the darksih bill, gray
body plumage tinged with tan, a decidedly tan rump and some
tan in the undertail coverts.
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Purple Finch (data from Charles H, Blake)
Distinctions of sex:

Fully red males are the only individuals call

une
plumage characters. Browm first-winter males vs.qgimvgles 13: set;ca k41
years old, and pinkish first-winter males vs. old females age e
distinguishable as to sex either by color or wing length, e

Distinctions of age:

The juvenile plumage is darker and less clea

: rly streake
l?s:e buffy and more finely and closely streaked beg:gw than i: ?‘?.‘1)’;?: i
winter plumage. Fully red males have had at least one postnuptial molt

Redpolls

Currently the A. 0. U. checklist recognizes two specie
I;g;xy; the Greater Redpoll (rostrata) is considered asprac: 52‘ ﬁemnggman:xﬁ
n:Lomt:onsen and otl:xers have questioned this relationship, and believe tha:c
only one species is involved for all of these redpolls. Individuals va
%hmaﬁly. s0 thg.t it is difficult to separate Common and Hoary in all caIsZs
e best mark is lack of any streaks on the undertail coverts to indicate )
Hoary (absence of streaks on the rump is less decisive). *

. Distinctions of age and sex are sometimes diffi

winter plumage (which is how most of us see the bird}(sn)ﬂtﬂe ngu?.?}‘émai?e
(and first winter males) lack rose color on the underparts. The crimson
crom-patch.is acquired at the post-juvenal molt, but the pink of thes
underparts in the male not until after the first postnuptial molt.

American Goldfinch (data from Eleanor Dater)

Adult male: Wing velvety black. One broad white wi
o ’ bar (ti
greater coverts:.lesser coverts always show sgie buéfy?s; B

Subadult male: Wing dull black. Two broad buffy white
° bars (tips
of greater and mid vert ‘ ot wing P
as ?.n a.du{'l'.sr.1 dle coverts.) - Lesser coverts green; no yellow

Adult female: All females are difficult to distinguish; it take
practice and good light. Wing dull scorched blac':k (could 'ge
called brown.) Two narrow white wingbars. The bar formed by
middle coverts may -- and frequently does -- show a tinge of
buff. Secondary feathers have a minute banding or fringe
of light tan; tertiaries fringed the same,





