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TORTOGAS TERN B.A.NDING RECORDS BROKEN 
(A follow-up to the fine article 
by James Richardson, "A Tem Band
ing Project in the Dry Tortugas" 
(EBBA News 27(1):5-11 ). 

16,000 Sooty Tern chicks and 4,500 Sooty adul.ts were banded in late 
June on Bush Key, Dry Tortugas, to establish a new recoro. tor terns banded 
on one expedition to these remote islands 70 miles west of Key West. The 
banding or sooty and Noddy Terns is a 15 year project cooperative between 
the National Park Service, the Florida Audubon Society, and the Florida 
State Muse~. There are two trips each yea:-, one in May to band adults, 
one in June to band both adults and young. Fourteen people participated 
on invitation in each trip in 1964. 

This tern nesting coloey is national l y and intematio:nally- known as 
it is the only one tor the Sooty and Brown Noddy Terns in North America. 
As a part of the Fort Jefferson National Mo1'Jl1Dlent it is provided adequate 
protection and supervision by tl.e National Parle Service. Banding was 
started in a limited way in 1936 by Jack c. Russell or Orlal'ldo, then a 
student at the University of Florida and a swmner Parles' employee. It 
was continued on a larger scale from 1937 to 1941 by Florida Audubon 
personnel, who banded some 13,000 birds during that period. War and other 
activities brought discontinuance or thi s v1ork until 1959. 

Much that has been unknown about these terns, especially the Sooty 
Tern, it 1s anticipated will gradually be revealed as a result ot the 
banding. New longevity records for the species have already been estab
lished with the capture of more than 100 birds bande d betv.ieen 1937 and 1940. 
These, the band numbers disclose, were from 18 to 26 years of age when 
recaptured. Practically all had been banded as chicks. 

The colony, which at one time had declined to a :tew thousand birds, 
now harbors at least 100,000 Sooty Terns and more than 2,000 Noddiea. The 
birds survived this year• s oil spill from a beached vessel thanks to quick 
and effective measures of the Parle Service. 

It is st ill not known where the birds spend the winter. They dis
appear in September to appear over the Tortugas again late in the winter, 
or earl;r spring .Meanwhile banded birds may have been carried by storm to 
Long Island, N.Y~, to Massachusetts, Virginia, or Texas. Others have been 
found in the West Indies, in Central America and South America. Half a 
dozen have been picked up in four countries in Africa. Gradually these 
wanderings are being charted. 'lhe background of the tern colony and its 
population and problems concerning it over the years appeared this year 
in booklet i'o:nn, "The Tem ot the Dry Tortu.gas," by William B. Robertson, 
Jr., published by the Florida state Musewn. 

EBBA members included in the June tern banding project were William 
B. Robertson, Dr. Oliver L. Austin, Jr., and R. Connor Teda:ro.s. 
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A GUIDE TO THE 

AGEING AND SEXING OF hOOD WARBLERS (PARULIDAE) IN FALL 

Chandler s. Robbins 
·Bureau ot Sport Fisheries and Wildlife 

Migra tor,y Bird Populations Station 
Laural , Mar,-land 

The purpose of this guide is to encourage barners to ascartain the 
age and sex or warblers that they ba n1 during tall migration. A great 
deal still remains to be learned abou t characters tor ageing am sexing 
these birds. It is hoped that at some future date it will be possible to 
dete:nid ne the age and sex ot every warbler banded. In the lllBantime, the 
present summary can be used : (l) to show at a glance which species can be 
aged and sexed troll1 characters presently available; (2) as a quick reference 
to detailed descriptions and colored illustrations of each speci.es; (3) to 
determine the age and / or sex or those species for whioh this information is 
known; and (4) for ver.lfication of wing measurements and body weights of 
many species. 

Knowledge ot the age and sex of baooed birds greatly increases the 
value of banding :records, while larg e scale baXlding of unaged and unsexed 
birds contributes relati?el;y little information. On the other hand, 
erroneous reporting of age or sex makes banding records utterly worthless . 
For this reason, it i s extremely important that ageing and sexing be 
conducted seriously and accurately. 

Reference books and tield guides for the identification of birds have 
been written primar:Uy to r spegies identification, not for the determination 
of age and sex. It is ri eky to use colored plates in theI11selves fo r the 
ageing and seJd.ng ot birds because in almost all cases the artist does not 
show all possible plumages, but selects certain ones to be illustrated. 
One znust read detailed descriptions ot molts and plumages to learn the 
distinguishing characters of the various age and sex groups as well as 
the months ot the year when the various plumages are worn. 

All field guides have some errors in labeling ot pl umages and the 
accuracy of colors is frequently lost in the printing, so bamers are 
urged to consult several references and to read descriptions rathe .r than 
simply matching their bird to a single colored picture and recording on 
their forms the caption on that picture. Even museum skins frequently are 
mislabeled and this greatly complicates the task or detennining reliable 
age and sex characters. Comparatively tew D111seum labels distinguish between 
adult and immature birds, although state of ossification or the skull could 
have been uaeci in all cases ror agemg . specimens of fall warblers. Specimens 
of known age and known sex are gradually becoming availa ble, especially 
through ettorts of people who salvage spe cimens from ceilometer and 
television tower casualties. From these specimens we hope to determine 




