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fact that the west is still young ani patriotism is much more evident. The 
people of eastern U .s. are growing complacent and more dependent on Washing
ton. Here is something ta.ken from the S.A.R. (Sons of the American Revol
ution) publication that aptly e:xplains the situation ••. Let us, as Americans, 
never forget that the average age of the world's great civilizations has 
been 200 years. 'lbese nations progressed through this sequence: 

From bondage to spiritual faith. 
From spiritual faith to great courage. 
From courage to liberty. 
From liberty to abundance. 
From abundance to selfishness. 
From selfishness to complacency. 
From complacency . to apathy. 
From apathy to dependence. 
From dependence back again to bondage. 

Time will tell whether our great country will continue to drift toward 
bondage. 

August 9 • ••. Our Purple Mar..ins have been staying arourd this Fall 
more than usual. At least 80 were on our TV aerial today and some have 
been sleeping in the 10-room box. Usually the fi.tth or August is the 
last day for sleeping in the boxes here. 

August lJ •••• Decided to do some checking on the Purple Martins that 
are still here. Yesterday, I put up a laddar to their roosting box and 
last night climbed up and placed bricks in front of their entranceso 
This morning brought the big surprise. Instead of the 16 Purple Martins 
that I had estimated ....ere in the box, there was a total of 36. One 
compartment had 12 r-tlrtins and they were actually J deep. Other 
compartments held 11, 8, 4 and l. Five compartments were empty. The 
Martins may have roosted together for warmth as there was a cold spell 
ard the temperature went down to 50 degrees during the night. One need 
for warmth may have been due to the stage of their molt and low fat 
rating. All were given a rating of zero (for fat). Bam Swallows caught 
the same day rated 1 or better. Of those captured, 8 carried bands. One 
was an adult ma.le banded on April 29, 1959, in the same box. The other 
7 banded birds were immatures, 6 being banded as nestlings in the box and 
the other one caught in a net on August 1st. or the 28 unhanded ones, 9 
were adult females and the rest ilmlatures. All 9 adult .females were in 
heavy molt. Five immatures were in heavy molt (at least 2 of these were 
older as there was not much yellow mouth color). Two immatures were in 
slight molt, and one of these was beginning to molt the secondaries. At 
least 14 immatures had not yet begun to molt. 

In the next issue, there will be some of the highlights of our 
Operation Recovery Station on top of the Alleghany Front i1:>untains in the 
heart of West Virginia at an elevation of about 4000 feet. 
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T~ JUVENAL PLUMAGE 
By Charles H. Blake 

In songbirds and woodpeckers the most striking character of the 
juvenal plumage is its softness. The barbs and barvules are less close 
together than in later plumages. The vanes of the body feathers are 
less coherent. This character does not apply to quills and greater 
primary coverts. 

More specifi c means o.f identifyi ng the juvenal plumage exist. The 
undertail coverts are almost downy (decomposed). This character is not 
usable in titmice , the adult undertail coverts being similar. The drum
sticks ard axillae feather out very late, so often are nearly bare until 
the postjuvenal molt has begun. 

There are also clues to the iden tification of the postjuvenal molt. 
In those spe cies (a consid erable majo rity) in which the wing quills are 
not re placed at this molt, the abse nce of symmetrical molt of these quills 
during body molt is very evident. When either the greater or middle 
secondary coverts are being replaced without indication of secondary :lloH. 
the probability is good that the bird is in postjuvenal molt. 

The above may not apply to non-passerine birds, nor entirely to 
fly catche rs, swallow s, and horned larks. The juvenal plumage in our fiy
cat chers appe ars qui te similar in texture to the later plumage. It is 
qui te po ssibl e that this is because it is worn for a relatively long time 0 

Box 61 J, Hillsboro, North Carolina. 

COWCTOR'S ITEM FOR SALE: 

1he price of this item (not printed in the previous issue) is $10.00. 
The first person who sends the Editor, who has been entrusted with its 
sale, a check for this amount will receive it by return mail. 

The item consists of a copy, in good condition, of the iranual for 
Bird Bandera , by Fre derick c. Lincoln and s. Prentiss Baldwin, issued by 
the u. S, Department of Agriculture in November, 1929 and long out of print. 

FLA.'31-ILIGHTS ON BATS 

Dr, Wayne H. fnvis writes in~ Re searc h~ 5(3):25 , in coMe ction 
with his project on the colony behavio r of big brown bats (eptesi cus ): 
"To work out the feeding range or bats in the colony ~ are putting tiny 
flashlights on them. There are a few bugs in the system yet, but it is 
very promising. 'lhe bats can carry them nicely, and, very- strangely, 
don't seem to object to them. I e,cpected the bats to try to scratch them 
off, but they don•t." 
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