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race, dance, display. Anyone who saw Disney's Water Bird £ilm will
appreciate these positions. The contributing artists are too many to
be noted here.

A proper reviewer at this point would 1ist a book's shortcomings,
It is only a personal idiosyncracy that impels me to think of a “handbookn
as an easily manipulated publication like Peterson's field guides. The
Handbook being here reviewed required two hands to hold it.

Tnstead of wimming it would seem as if Bent had lost. But his
classic Life Histories have something the current Handbook can't include,
This will be revealed in the next number of EBBA Newss
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WEEKEND FOR THE GULLS
By Mary Lou Petersen (Reprinted from Jowa Bird Life)

Bird watchers come in assorted shapes, sizes, and interests. llost
bird watchers are considered only slightly sub-normal by the unfortunate,
non-bird watching masses. Of all the types of birders the bird bander
is by far the most unusual. Banding is not a normal hobby. It becomes
an all-consuming passion. A truly addicted mass bander will risk life
and 1limb to add a species to his year's banding record or his life's
banding record. Each year he plots and plans so that he may band dn
even greater number of birds than he did in the previous year. last
year's record is a challenge that must be superseded in the present
season. With this explanation of the bander's craving desire for more

species and greater numbers, you will be better equipped to understand
the motives for a gull banding weekend.

July bth, 1963. Situated in the unpredictable waters of the mighty
Lake Michigan, a few hundred feet from shore, are tiny points of land:
sravel Island, Spider Island and what we call the reef. These islands
off the coast of Door County, Wisconsin are, for the most part, inhabited
by zulls. Gravel Island was a home for Herring fulls thls season.
Spider Island and the reef were possessed by both Herring and Ring-billed
Gulls. Our week-end was entirely for the gulls and we spent hours in the
blazing sun grabbing squawking young gulls and clamping rings on them,

My first experience banding gulls was on Gravel Island. As we
approached the island the adult Herring Gulls became more and more
disturbed. Circling above us and screaming at our approach, but main-
taining a healthy distance; they resented our arrival. As you land at
the home of hundreds of gulls (at first you believe there are certainly

thousands) the olfactory nerves send protest to the brain. 3oon, however,
they fatigue.

It doesn't take long to become adept at spotiing the downy young
huddled in the cracks of rocks, under grass, or on open ground. They
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