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.foot on t he net. Fin ally she produced a live d r1 

size. This, she decl ared would be an w ggling eel of llledilllJl 

over t he hea vy meshes of the net and ~~e teritation. The eel wriggled 

ventur ed ove r the edge. The eel re w e gu s watched, but not one 

remains adhered stickily to the n!t. weaker and finally died, and its 

Eventually we got the eel l"elllains c 

up the net. No sooner had we left th s raped off the mesh and rolled 

the food scattered on the grass. e park than the gulls swarmed over 

In spite of the fact that the i 1 
minded, it probably regards the t 8 and population is largely bird-

entertainingly so. The next time~ women handers as a bit crazy, but 

the clerk in attendance said "What went to the Oak Bluffs post office 

with a snake7" • were you doing out in Ocean Park 
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PROGRI1SS OF TH:!: T-1HITE-CR0':ltED SPARROH STUDY 

T5y Ralph K. Bell 

I \.S.llt to thank all those hand e rs t hat were kind enough to send me 

:1.nfonnation on the \·Jhite-cro1-med Sparro w from their respective areas. The 

respon se was heart 1·:armi.ng and each ye ar I am more convin.:ed that banders 

are wond e rl'ul people. Some spe nt con sid erable time and effort preparing 

th eir reports and all contributo r s will be acknowledged lihen the report 

is published. 
-

The data receive d will a ll be eval uat ed, but probably not before next 

w1.nte r when I hope th ere wil l be more tim e to really dig into it. But some 

th,ings are already evident. The E. i-lhi te-cro,m is most certainly enlarging 

its winter :range over much of the ea st e rn United States, as each year new 

areas are adding '·'hi te -cro~ms to the ir Christmas census listi.. 

The breeding range of the E. 1-Jhite-cro ,m compri se s the Labrado r 

Peninsula and thence 1-10sti.rard across the southern half of Hudson Bay to 

its 1~estern shores. This infonnation t·ra.s kindly supplied by Ilonald c. 
Clement of the National Audubon Society. There t~as some question as t o 

the possibility of its breedin g in northern .:ti.in~, and upon the advice of 

}.!rs. Jallles R. lliwns, I wrote to Chri sto pher ,f. Pac kard of th e Portland 

Nusetnn of Natural History, and he con.finned that it t•ias purely a migrant 

in 1-:l.aine •. 

1r. Duvall, of the banding office, has been very helpf'ul by sendi ng me 

a list of all recoveries of the E. l;Jhite-cro;m. These recoveries indicate 

the main wintering ground is in central. Texas. 'r/hile Wh.ite-cro tms c1,re listed 

in g reater numbers on the ~-/e st-central Texas Christmas counts, my guess is 

that many of these are made up of migrants other than those from the 

Labrador-Hudson Bay breeding area. hlhen I started this study, I thou ght 

perhaps the Ky.-Term_. area was the main wintering ground, b'ut 1101•: I know 

this is not true. A large percenta ge of the migrants continue on 

southwesfarard and cross the Hississipp i. 

I wrote to the man at Battle Harbor, Labl,'ador t hat reported the 

recover.r of the 1'1hite-cro,m there, to ask if he could give me any information 

abo ut the Hhite-crot-m on i t s bree ding grounds; such as al;-i".i.val date s , 

depar t ure date s , density of the species in t hat area , t ype and location of 

nests , number of eggs per nest, etc. To be sure we ,rould be talkin g a.bout 

t he same biro., I sent him. an exce ll ent picture of the v-Jhite- c rot-m sen t me 

by bander Raymond H. Bubb . The reply t o nzy-querries was very interesting, 

and I would l :i.ke t o sha re his letter uith you - .rritten in hi s words . 

Dear Mr . Bell : Today I received your let ter regarding the 1.•lhite-cro vm. I 

wil l certa inl y gather what in f onnati on I can about the v.lhi te Cro,m and ·t,1ill 

se nd i t al ong to you. tr chil dren are very interes t ed in l ooking .for and 

f in ding nests in th e spring , and t•ie will advise as to how many nes t s ue 

£ind, t he number of birds in ea ch nest , ho1-, fa r apart they are, and so on. 
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I run afraid that we do not know the correct nrunes of all the different birds that visit here each spring an d fall. Of course we have names on th em, but I don •t imagine we have th e rlght names. For instance .. ~ never hearo of the '.!bite Crown being calle d anything but ' White Cap.' It wouJ.d be nice to know the names of these b irds then i-1e could advise 1-!l'w.t ;re have. 1.'e have one which v!e call mud lark, another wagg ing tail, another ringer, another tom tit, and a lot more so you see you are not sure what we have unless ,;e have the correct names. We have a few birds that sta y around here all the year such as cro w, sea gull, jay, and a few others. Do yuu have any of these :rour way. I guess the old cr(m is eve:rywhereo }lost ducks leave here in the spring and fly north except for a few that hang around in bays to build their nest and hatch out young. Yours truly, fuug. 

I will write to him and ask tha. t he advise the children not to destroy any nests or scare the young from the nests be.fore they are ready to fly. Perhaps we may have another kind hearted man here like Honsieur Thomas Brousseau that G. Hapgood Parks wrote about. I am going to send hill! Peterson I s Bird Guide and hope we gain another friend in the far north . 
R. D. 1, Box 142, Clarksville, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

WATCH FOR HARK!m BIRDS I 
From a letter to Allen Duvall from Dr. Telford H. Work. • • • 

A .further step in the investigation of migrato ry biros as potent ial disseminators of arboviruses was undertaken in March and ApriJ. by a f ield and laboratory team fro;m the Arboviru s Unit of the USPHS Cammunicable Disease Center in Atlanta, Georgia. M.th Walter P. Nickell of the Cranbrook Institute of Science as Consulta nt, the team, consisting of Rexford lord, Herbert Maxfield, and 'felford H. T,,.brk, set up initial operations in Stann Creek Valley from March 14 to April J. 
t-Jhite fea thers ware attached to the backs of 1052 birds, predominantly orcha rd orioles, catbirds, and indigo buntings, but including other species in small numbers. 

On April 5, similar activity was initiated in the Delta Wildlife Refuge of Louisiana, where yellow feathers ,;,ere used to mark 458 birds released. 

One objective of the study is to make as many observations ani/or recoveries of these marked birds in the United States as possible. I f you observe any of these birds, your finding, including all the usual data on location, date, habitat, weather, etc., should be reported to the Arbovirus Urrl,t, Communicable Disease Center, Atlanta., 'eorgia JOJJJ (telephone 404 634-5131). , fore important, if you learn of the whereabouts of a resid ential l]larked bird 1-rhich might be investigated, immediate notification will be appreciated. 
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FOR A TOWHE-, .AJ.1 nry banding is done on a mountain top in north-I,ONG :~~CUllough ~ ,rest New Jersey. I have lots of Rufous-sided BY Bo To'l,rhee s. 

March of this year I :received a rec overy card for an imma~ure female !n id d To bee from Jackson wui siana. It was banded in August, -}bli'ous-s e I w te to the addre~s give n I found that it had been shot 196:• ~~\n.t;roan air gun in February , 1963. The map sho,-ied tha;t it had i~velled about fifteen hundred miles southwest and into flyway #2. 
In May I began getting return Towhees, and among them ,•7:re two bt ih· rds da as the one recove red, also i.nuni3.tu:re birds at e 

~~::d ~;h~ 10!:8
notymean that they made the tri p ~=~~rb~i,0

~:td~~•t 

' ' 

was interestin g anyway. 

They seem to be a 
good family bird. 1.fuen 
one is caught they can 
set up quite a chorus of 
what sounds like alann 
and protest. 1-·lhen one 
takes a bath they all 
take a bath, coming out 
of one point in the 
.roods in a single line at 
spaced intervals to a 
little pond I have, as 
many as thirty I have 
counted. Both parents 
keep watch over the 
young ones, which are 
often perched motion
less in the brush 
before they can f'.l.y 
well enough. 

51 7th Ave. So• 
New York 14, N.Y. 




