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BOA t,J/B10JD IN 3:ELLY 
By C. Brooke Worth 

Dear Felloi ·r Hembers Of ZBBA: 

~r of you guys have any of your banded biros !mocked off by boa 
constrictors lately? If you had, I guess you'd brag about it and send 
a note to ~:SBA lli~WS. And so would I. The fact is that we have boa 
constrictors here but also some smaller species. One of them is known 
as Cook's Tree Boa, and it is just about oroinary snake size. The other 
day one of our field i-:orkers picked up a youn g Cook's Tree Boa at our 
c~ in_ Bush Bush Forest in lfariva. St,ramp. I t had an obvious swellin g 
indic ating a re cent meal. Our men have instructions to send all 
biolog ical spec imens to our laborato ry in Port of Spain. The snake was 
h~rdly t, ,,o_ feet long and 1-;as easily kept in a Ha.son jar. Today it 
dis gorge d 1.ts meal, and here was a half-digested biro 1-d.th a band on its 
le g . It was too far decompos ed to recognize, but the band oroved it to 
be a House Wr en that had been banded by me near the site ol capture of 
the snal<e on Hov. 29, 1963. The 111-en had appeared once again in the net 
on Jgnuary 2nd of this year. Thus it met its death slightly less than 
fo u r months . ~fter banding . . TI~use Hre ns in the tropics are considered by 
son1e author:t. ... ies to be a d;i.stinct spe cies from the North American one, 
but by others as a subspeci es. Anyhow the y look and sound like House 
-;rens, despite th e fact tha t they can be found in clearings in the 
tropical forest. The Cook' s Tree Ib a is arboreal, as its name indicates, 
and also nocturnal. I imagine that jt climbs about searching for 
roosting, sleepin g birds. 1,irens often slee p in cavities, but the snake 
could invest igate t hese too. This boa has a nast y disp osit i on , de snite 
its small si ze , and will continue trying to bite ev en a fter being ~ 
captivity fo r mont h s. In contrast, Boa constric t ors be come docile . 

:·Jell, Friends, at least it l!M a boa! 

Post Office Box 164, Port of Spain, T!"inidad, W. I. 

\'JA.NTED -- BANDER- NATURALIST to fill post of Naturalist at the Nature 
Education Center. Tull time work. Small 

salary to start which will be increased. Honderful opportunity for bander 
who wants to make nature education a career, or for a retired teacher, or 
anyone with an interest in people, especially in children, and birds. 
College de gree is desirable but not essential. Write: Director Nature 
~ducation Center, v~shington Crossing, Pa. ' 
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AN INCIDENT OF HERRINCr GULL BEHAVIOR 
By Mabel Gillespie 
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. Durin g t he sununer of 1963, Grace Malaney and I deci ded we shoul d try 
band adult he rring gul l s as well a s fledglings . We each i nvested 1n a 

t~ t ne t and vi sited the vari ous ope n dumps on t he isla nd of Martha 's 
~in: yard. We were un succe s sful f or various reaso ns ,.hi.c h nee d not be 

elaborated on. 

Then we tried an experiment in capturing them in Ocean Park, Oak Bluffs. 
Here the road l'."llns between the park and the edge of the blnff facing 
Nantucket Sound. The several acres of park are bordered on the other sides 
by rows of closely placed homes most of which are occupied only during the 

5Ullllller. 

It is interesting to note the change in herring gull habits in 
se tember. A great exodus of summer residents comes early in the month. 
1/ seems as if the gulls had marked Labor Day on their calendars, With 
a regularity like that of Capistran o swallows they celebrate the Tuesday 
after Labor Day by an invasion of areas f omerly occupied by human being s. 
They take over Ocean Park which has no trees, some fonnal gardens, and 

expanses of grass. 

Just off t he mai n road is a house occupied the year round whose 
occupant ·regula rly puts out food for the gulls in the near corner of the 
park. Immediat ely some gull signal is given and flocks gather for the 

feast. 

This seemed a good place to try for adult gulls, but we were in doubt 
as to how to plan our strategy. Wind is an almost constant factor on th? 
Vineyard, and it was part icularly strong in this area. It would be diff:i.cult 
to anchor poles securely enough t o support the heavy net in the wind. And 
the net, in spite of its weight , would nap warningly. 

Grace then made a suggestion which, at the time, seemed inspired. 
"Why " she said "can, t we spread the net on the ground covering the food. 
Then°when the gltl.ls come down maybe their feet will get entangled." 

we concentrated the food, spread the net over the bits, and retired 
to watch. Twenty or more gull s promptly arrived and settled down on the 
net. At once they beca me susp ici ous and spread their wings for fiight. 
As they rose th e net, i n which their fee t were entangled, ro~e with them. 
With shouts of tri umph we ran to band our victims. But our JOY was 
short-lived. A few flips freed their feet and the net dropped to the ground. 

we spread out the net again and brought more food, The gulls gathered 
in a solemn circle outside the net, but not one ventured near the food. Our 
"hostess" brought out more and daintier tidbits, and still no gull would put 



122 
.SBBA News - Vol. 27, No. J 

.foot on the net. Fin ally she produced a li 
size. This, she decl ared, would be sure te ve t!~d wriggling eel of mediU!n 
over t he hea vy meshes of the net and th ti ion. The eel wriggled 
ventur ed ove r the edg e. The eel re w e gu s watched, but not one 
remains adhered stickily to the n!t. weaker and finally died, and its 

Eventually we got the eel l"8l!lai 
up the net. No sooner had we left t~s scraped off the mesh and rolled 
the food scattered on the grass. e park than the gulls swaI'llled over 

In spite of the fact that the 1 1 
minded, 1 t probably regards the t s and population is largely bird-
entertainingly so. The next time~ women banders as a bit crazy, but 
the clerk 1n attendance said "What went to the Oak Bluffs post office 
with a snake7" ' were you doing out in Ocean Park 

JlJ Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pennsylvania 

ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO NE1•1BERSHIP LIST IN MAR*APR-
* - Sustaining r-rember ISSUE 

* Allied Bird Co• Div• of Hartz Ntn C 
Arent sen, H. F., Kribbestraat 41 ,; , 0 ~• t/6 Cooper Sq., Nevr York J, N. y • 

*Childs, Henry E., 335 Pleasant St • ~ rdrun-Z, Holland 
de Groot, II. J. , 'fugelaweg 75 , • • ord 16, R. I. 

*Fiske, John, Peter.,} ,,,,,, "- a , .Amstero.ain-Z, Hollan::I 
*G rein ' .., -· ·· l'JclSS. 
,,.,., a l edr, Geyr. l Lo, Chestertown, Md. 
· ·..iar an Mel · 36 
11 ldb , V:i.n, Burke Ave• • Towson 4 Md 
uo erg, I· • G. • 1915 Place Av ' • 

*fu rlow, Hugh E., 1+7 ScotJ.a d ~ •, st • Paul 5, Hi.nn. 
*Lerch, 1'1alcolm J R D Sn n •, Readin g• Ma.ss. 
t~• J'a.yna ~ Sidn •' • • , ..-enn Yan, N • y • *: x • ey c. Jr., Greenbrier M:i.lita 
~;?hr, Charles s., 1702 Greenbrier Drive ry School, ~wisburg, West Va. 
.. ichols, '.l'ho:mas Duncan 4th Se t· , Kalamazoo, 1'.J.ch. 
~lden11of • A., Riouwst~t 52 , ~' io~ ~lleg e of l-looster, Wooster, Ohio 44691 
vanborn, JJJ.vah w. Director Pl , ts erdrun-Z, Holland . 

*"chere De t ' ' easan Valley Pildlife s ..., r, , p • of l•acrobiology Cornell u . ·11 di anc., Lenox, Nass • 
.'few Yo1•k, vi. y ' ru.vo ·e cal College, lJOO York Ave 

*Tran B • •, 
1•/agn:e, Do~dtt6, ?~•NF. D.' Mt .. Bethel , Pa. 

*' ' · • 1~'1' orth 11D11 Ave Lo C . ·eeks, Dr. Carnes Hardshell C •• mpoc, ab .. f. 
*i:illin g , I~rs. ::::. Shi eramics, Patagonia, Arizona 
*' .'ismer , I·irs John F p~3• /r•, 1J201 9t h Ave. UW, Seattle ':OJashington 
*:.iykoff, Jae!; Rt 1"'n.... ·lin Gra:iot Ave. , Port Huron, 1,ach' 

·• • ' .!.UW: g, ·ti.ch. 49050 • 
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PROGfil1SS OF TIE HHITE-CR0' . .71J;~D SPARJWH STUDY 
By Ralph K. Bell 

I 111ant to thank all those handers t hat were kind enough to send me 
1.J1fonnation on the \·Jhite-cro,-med Sparro.i from their respective areas. The 
response was heart t·mrming and each year I am more convin-:ed that banders 
are wonderful people. some spent conside rable time and effort preparing 
their reports and all contributors will be ac knowled ged when the report 
is published. -

The data received will all be evaluat ed, but probably not before next 
winter when I hope there will be more time to really di g into it. But some 
things are already evident. The E. l·ihi te-cro;m is most certainly enlarging 
its winter ran ge over much of the easte rn United States, as each year new 
areas are adding '·'hite-cro'-ms to their Christmas census lists. 

The breeding :range of the E. White-crown comprises the Labrador 
Peninsula and thence 1•iesti-iard across the southern half of' Hudson Bay to 
its western shores. This information was kindly supplied by Ilona.Id c. 
Clement of the National Audubon Society. There 1-as some question as to 
the possibility of its breeding in northern Ja in~, and upon the advice of 
I•!rs. James R. lliwns, I wrote to Christopher ,f. Packard of the Portland 
Museum of Natural History, and he con.finned that it 1•ias purely a migrant 
in Haine. , 

Mr. Duvall, of the banding office, bas been very help.f\11 by sending me 
a list of all recoveries of the E. i-Jllite-crown. These recoveries indicate 
the ni.ai11 wintering ground is in central Texas. 'rJhile White-crot-ms are listed 
in greater numbers on tne ,·/est-central TeT.as Christmas counts, tny guess is 
that many of the se are made up of migrants other than those from the 
Labrador-H udson Bay breeding area. When I started this study, I thought 
perhaps the Ky.-Tenn .. area was the niain wintering ground, but not•, I know 
this is not true. A large percentage of the migrants continue on 
southwest ward and cross the Hississipp i. 

I wrote to the l1lan ~t 13attle Harbor, Labrad or t hat reported t he 
recoverJ of the 1·1hi te -cro; m there , to ask if he could give me any infonna tion 
abo ut the Hbite-crown on its bree ding grounds; such as an':i.val dates, 
depa .r t ure date s , density 0£ th e species in that area , type and location of 
nests , number of eggs per nest , etc. To be sure we -.rould be talking about 
t he same bird, I sent him an excellent picture of the ;,./bite- c ro,-m sen t me 
by bander Raymond H. Bubb. The reply t o nzy-querrles was very interesting , 
and I would l :ike t o share his letter uith you - .:rr:i.tt en in his ,,iords . 
Dear Mr. Bell : Today I re ceived your le t ter regarding the ~.Jhite- cro 1-m. I 
wilJ. certa inl y gather what inf omati on I can about the White Cro,-m and wil l 
se nd it alo ng to you. l·tf children are very interes t ed in l ooking f or and 
finding nes t s in th e spring , an d t-:e wil l advise as to how xnany nes t s \·Je 

find , th e number of birds in ea ch nest , hot•, fa r apa rt t hey are, and so on . 




