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BOA 1,J/BAf!D IN 3ELLY 
By c. Brooke Horth 

Dear Fellot -1 Hembers Of ZBBA: 

~r of you guys have any of your banded biros !mocked off by boa 

constrictors lately? If you had, I guess you'd brag about it and send 

a note to 2:SBA liJEWS. And so would I. The fact is that we have boa 

constrictors here but also some smaller species. One of them is knovm 

as Cook's Tree Boa, and it is just about oroina.rJ snake size. The other 

day one of our field t·mrkers picked up a young Cook's Tree Boa at our 

cat':1? in_ Bush Bush Forest in lfariva &•iam.p: It had an obvious swelling 

indic ating a re cent m.eal. Our men have instructions to send all 

biol ogical spec imens to our laborato ry in Port of Spain. The snake ,;ras 

h~rdly two_ feet long and tms easily kept in a Mason jar. Today it 

dis gorg ed its meal, and here was a half-digested biro t-d.th a band on its 

leg. It was too far decomposed to recognize, but the band uroved it to 

be a House Wren that had been banded by me near the site ol capture of 

the snake on Hov. 29, 19 63. The wren had appeared once again in the net 

on Jr-.nuary 2nd of this year. Thus it met its death slightly less than 

four months af"ter bandin g . ITouse Hre ns in the tropics are considered by 

some authorities to be a di stinct spe cies from the Uorth .American one, 

but by others as a subspeci es. Anyhow they look and sound like House 

-:rens , despite the fact tha t they can be found in clearings in the 

tropica l forest. The Cook' s Tree Boa is arboreal, as its llaJ!le indicates 

and also noctunia.J.. I imagine that jt climbs about searching for ' 

roosting, sleepin g biros. l·Jrens often sleep in cavities, but the snake 

~ould inves~ igate the~e too •. This boa has a nast y disp osit i on, de spite 

J.ts small sl ze , and m .11 continue trying to bite even a fter being in 

captivity fo r mont h s. In contrast, Boa constric tors be come docile . 

i·Jell, Friends, at least it lfil a boa! 

Post Office Box 164, Port of Spain, Trinidad, w. I. 

1·.JANTED -- BANDER-NATURALIST to fill post of Naturalist at the Nature 

Education Center. Full time work. Small 

salary to start which will be increased. Wonderful opportunity for bander 

who wants to make nature education a career, or for a retired teacher, or 

aeyone with an interest in people, especially in children, and birds. 

~ollege degree is desirable but not essential. ~-lrite: Director, Nature 
~ducation Center, v~shington Crossing, Pa. 
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AN INCIDENT OF HERRINCr GULL BEHAVIOR 
By Mabel Gillespie 

Durin g t he summer of 196J, Grace Meleney and I deci ded we shoul d try 

band a dul t herring gulls as well a s fiedglings . We each i nvested in a 

t~ t ne t and vi sited t he vari ou s open dumps on t he isla nd of Martha 's 

~in: yard. We were un succe s sful f or various reaso ns ,~hic h nee d not be 

elaborated on. 

Then we tried an experiment in capturing them in Ocean Park, Oak Bluffs. 

Here the road runs between the park and the edge of the blnff facing 

Nantucket Sound. The several acres of park are bo:roered on the other sides 

by rows of closely placed homes most of which are occupied only during the 

5wnmer. 

It is interesting to note the change in herring gull habits in . 

September. A great exod u s of summer residents comes early in the month. 

It seems as ii' the gulls had marked Labor Day on their calendars. With 

a regularity like t hat of Capistrano swallows they celebrate the Tuesday 

after Labo r Day by an 1nvasi~n of areas f o merly occupied by human being s. 

They take over Ocean Park which has no trees, some fo:nnal ga rdens, and 

expanses of grass. 

Just off t he mai n road is a house occupied the year round whose 

occupant ·regula rly puts out food for the gulls in the near corner of the 

park. Immediat ely some gull signal is given and flocks gather for the 

feast. 

This seemed a good place to try for adult gulls, but we were in doubt 

as to how to plan our strategy. Wind is an almost constant factor on th~ 

Vineyard, and it was part ic ul arly strong in this area. It would be difficult 

to anchor poles securely enou gh t o support the heavy net in the wind. And 

the net, in spite of its weight , would flap warningly. 

Grace then made a suggestion which, at the time, seemed inspired. 

"vJhy II she said "can• t we spread the net on the ground covering the food. 

Then°when the gttl.ls come down maybe their feet will get entangled." 

We concentrated the food, spread the net over the bits, and retired 

to watch. Twent y or more gull s pro mptly arrived and settled down on the 

net. At once they beca me susp ic iou s an d spread their wings for ~ight. 

As they rose th e net , i n which the i r fee t were entangled, ro~e WJ.th them. 

With shouts of t ri Ulllph we ran to band our victims. But our JOY was 

short-lived. A few flips freed their feet and the net dropped to the ground. 

We spread out the net again and brought more food. The gulls gathered 

in a solemn circle outside the net, but not one ventured near the food. Our 

"hostess" brought out more and daintier tidbits, and still no gull would put 




