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A TRIP TO JAMAICA

Arthur Fast of Arlington, Virginia, reports that he spent nearly all
of this past February on the Island of Jamaica. Upon arrival, he contacted
iy, Lewis, Director of the Institute of Jamaica, the cultural center of the
1sland. The Institute, located in Kingston, has a master bird-banding permit
From the U, S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Island is an important
yintering area for many of our birds, especially the Varblers; the Jamaica
check list includes 24 species of Warblers vhich nest along our eastern
geaboard. Some years ago, Dr. Charles flake worked with the Institute in
the banding and study of Jamaican birds. Iir. Roger Smith now heads a group
of Britons and Americans, who are netting and banding on weekends and holidays;
in February they vere operating principally on a small stream near the lona
Hotels Arthur participated in these banding operations on two occasions.
The Mona Hotel is about 6 miles from Kingston, beautifully situated on a
plateau, at an elevation of 6000 feet. There are other good birding areas
nearby, such as the lope Botanical Gardens. The lona is a top rendezvous
for birders visiting Jamaica.

An officer in the American Embassy, a Mr. Cumming, had 10 or 12
humingbird feeders in his home yard. There Arthur sau, in considerable
nmbers, the three resident species of hummingbirds: The Streamertail, the
Jamaican lango and the Vervain Hummingbirds. Our Auby-throat is an occasional
winter visitor to Jamaica. !Mr. Cumming said these birds ate or drank about
two gallons per week.

A Mrs. Dovmer, who lives at lMontego Bay on the northwest coast, bands
only Indigo Buntings; she has one pull-string trap. In less than a month
she had banded 54 of these birds by February 25. She says the peak of their
migration is in late March. These birds come readily to her feeding trays.
In contrast, Arthur says that in 18 years, he has caught one Indigo Bunting,
in Arlington. !rs. Downer took Arthur out 8 or 10 miles to visit Miss Lisa
Salmon, who nets and bands birds on her home place, which is in the hills
overlooking lontego Bay. Ie went out hy taxi on another day. They netted
and banded a few Yarblers in an aftermoon. In Jamaica, all bird<banding is
done under the master permit of the Institute of Jamaica. An effort is
being made to interest some Jamaicans in bird-banding.

Arthur reports a bird list for Jamaica of 81, including 15 of our
Yarblers, and 25 new life birds. Jamaica is not as rich in bird life as are
continental tropical countries, or even several aresas along our eastem
seaboard. Along with the bird life of Jamaica should be considered: Its
terrain, which is very rugged and mountainous (up to 7400 feet); its scenery
which is superlative; and its weather which (in the lower elevations) is
almost perfect for anyone who likes a warm weather break in the winter. At
night, the cool air from the mountains flows down to the valleys and the
seacoast, There are no cold sgpells. iothing more than a surmer jacket is
needed at any time. It all adds up to a very attractive place in which to
spend some time during our winter months.

Arthur H. Fast, 4924 Rock Spring Road, Arlington, Virginia
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30A "/BAND IN 3ZLLY
By C. Brooke Worth

Dear Fellow llembers Of ©BBA:

Any of you zuys have any of your banded bi
r z Y irds knocked off b
:oﬁgzglgzoEgBiaﬁgﬁg? iﬁdyou had, I guess you'd brag about it ang 2Zid
te o TIIWS so would I. The fact is that we ha
cons»r}?tors here but al§o some smaller species. One of themvisbﬁio”n
as Cook's Tree Bga, and it is just about ordinary snake size. The o;he
iiznogi gﬁ ﬁuguf;e%d workers picked up a young Cook's Tree Boa at our i
s _Busi Bush Forest in Nariva Swamp. It had an obvio relli
%pﬂ;catlng a regent meal. Our men have instructions to sezs :iilllng
110.ogica1 specimens to our laboratory in Port of Spain. The snake wa
girgly two.feet long and was easily kept in a Mason Jar. Today it °
lefoorﬁzdwggstgia%éragg here wzsti half-digested bird with a band on its
leg. ; compose recognize, but the band p d it
be a House lViren that had been banded b : i s o
vy me near the site of capt
the snake on Hov. 29, 1963. The wre T th n
; . ’ . wren had appeared once again in th
;ﬁuifggﬁziSZE%tzi Ehlcsiiyear.I Thus it met its death slightly less tﬁaget
anding. Ilouse Wrens in the tropics a i
some authorities to be a distinet sveci P Nonth dmectoms coa.
; T from the North Ameri
but by others as a subspecies. Anyho “ih Tike Eonge’
o 'S 8 ies. w they look and sound like H
‘rens, despite the fact that they can be found i rings i “the
tropical forest. The Cook's Traé Boa i orent, ac e P
Uz . : S a is arboreal, as its name indi 5
and also n:;:z;gil.b-idlmaglne that it climbs about searching relaces
& ping birds. Wrens often sleep in cavities, but
could investizate these too This boa ha P B Py
C ¢ : . S ty disposition, despit
its small size, and will continue tryin : “bite wven o foe 1n
i g to bite even after bei
captivity for months. In contrast, Boa constrictors become doc?%efn

Vell, Friends, at least it was a boa!

Post Office Box 164, Port of Spain, Trinidad, W. I.

Y

’;WR

WANTED —= BANDER-NATURALIST Ig fi%l post of Naturalist at the Nature

' Education Center. Full time work, Sma)
:iia;anz iZa;:kzhicguw1lldbe igcreased. tonderful opportunity for ﬁinder

nature education a career, or for a retired teache

gg{gni with an ;nteregt in people, especially in children, and birdsf' °F
College degree is desirable but not essential. Write: Director, Nature
Zducation Center, Vashington Crossing, Pa. ’

9

AN INCIDENT OF HERRING GULL BEHAVIOR
By Mabel Gillespie

. During the summer of 1963, Grace Meleney and I decided we should try
to band adult herring gulls as well as fledglings. We each invested in a
stout net and visited the various open dumps on the island of Martha's
yineyard. We were unsuccessful for various reasons which need not be

elaborated on.

Then we tried an experiment in capturing them in Ocean Park, Oak Bluffs.
gere the road runs between the park and the edge of the bluff facing
Nantucket Sound. The several acres of park are bordered on the other sides
py rows of closely placed homes most of which are occupled only during the

SUMMeTe

Tt is interesting to note the change in herring gull habits in
september. A great exodus of summer residents comes early in the month.
1t seems as if the gulls had marked Labor Day on their calendars. With
a regularity like that of Caplstrano swallows they celebrate the Tuesday
after Labor Day by an invagion of areas formerly occupled by human beings.
They take over Ocean Park which has no trees, some formal gardens, and

expanses of grass.

Just off the main road is a house occupied the year round whose
occupant ‘regularly puts out food for the gulls in the near corner of the
park., Immediately some gull signal is given and flocks gather for the

feast.

This seemed a good place to try for adult gulls, but we were in doubt
as to how to plan our strategy. Wind is an almost constant factor on the
Vineyard, and it was particularly strong in this area. It would be difficult
to anchor poles securely enough to support the heavy net in the wind. And
the net, in spite of its weight, would flap warningly.

Grace then made a suggestion which, at the time, seemed inspired.
*why,” she said, "can't we spread the net on the ground covering the food.
Then when the gulls come down maybe their feet will get entangled.”

We concentrated the food, spread the net over the bits, and retired
to watch. Twenty or more gulls promptly arrived and gettled down on the
net. At once they became suspicious and spread their winzs for flight.
As they rose the net, in which their feet were entangled, rose with them,
With shouts of triumph we ran to band our victims. But our joy was
short-lived. A few flips freed their feet and the net drepped to the ground.

We spread out the net again and brought more food. The gulls gathered
in a solemn circle outside the net, but not one ventured near the food. Our
"hostess” brought out more and daintier tidbits, and still no gull would put
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foot on the net. [Finally she
produced a live and wriggli
:3.’:2 .th:'h?.ls, she declared, would be sure temptation. g%henie;eirif g.ledium
eavy meshes of the net and the gulls watched, but not ogi o

ventured over the edge. The eel '
remains adhered stickily to the ngif ¥ vesler and finally died, and it

Eventually we got the eel remains scraped off the mesh and rolled

up the net. No sooner had we 1
i e e ScTE Ol grass?ft the park than the gulls swarmed over

In spite of the fact that the
island
Zirt)gze-g;i:;: né)lr;balgly xgards the two women banders as a bit crazy, but
50, e next time I went to the Oak Bluffs post r;ffice

the clerk in attendanc
i Rt e sald, "What were you doing out in Ocean Park

population is largely bird-

313 Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pennsylvania
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PROCRESS OF THZ WHITE-CROVIED SPARKOY STUDY
By Ralph K. Bell

T want o thank all those banders that were kind enough to send me
mfoma‘cion on the White-crouned Sparrow from their respective areas. The
yegponse was heart varming and each year I am more convinced that banders
are wonderful people, Some spent considerable time and effort preparing
their reports and all contributors will be acknowledged when the report

is published.

The data received will all be evaluated, but probably not before next
winter when I hope there will be more time to really dig into it. But some
things are already evident. The L, White-crown is most certainly enlarging
its winter range over mich of the eastern United States, as each year new
areas are adding "hite-crovms to their Christmas census lists.

The breeding range of the E. White-crown comprises the Labrador
Peninsula and thence westuard across the southern half of Hudson Bay to
1ts western shores. This information was kindly supplied by Nonald C.
Clement of the National Audubon Society. There was some quesgtion as to
the possibility of its breeding in northem Maing, and upon the advice of
Mrs. James R. Downs, L wrote to Christopher M. Packard of the Portland
Juseun of Natural History, and he confimmed that it was purely a migrant

in Maine.

Mr, Duvall, of the banding office, has been very helpful by sending me

a list of all recoveries of the Fe White-crown. These recoveries indicate
vhile White-crowms are listed

the main wintering ground is in central Texas.
in greater numbers on the test-central Texas Christmas counts, my guess is
that many of these are made up of migrants other than those from the
Labrador-Hudson Bay breeding area. When I started this study, T thought
perhaps the Ky.-Tenn. area was the main wintering ground, but nov I know
this is not true. A large percentage of the migrants continue on
southwestward and cross the I.ssissippi.

T wrote to the man at Battle Harbor, Labyrador that reported the
recovery of the White-crowm there, to ask if he could give me any information
about the White-crowm on its breeding grounds; such as arrival dates,
departure dates, dengity of the species in that area, type and location of
nests, number of eggs per nest, etc. To be sure we would be taliking about
the same bird, I sent him an excellent picture of the Vhite-crown sent me
by bander Raymond He Tubb., The reply to my querries vas Very interesting,
and T would like to share his letter with you - written in his wordse
Dear Mr. Sell: Today I received your letter regarding the White-crovme I
will ecertainly gather what information I can about the vhite Crovn and will
send it along to youe My children are very interested in looking for and
finding nests in the spring, and we will advise as to how many nests we
find, the number of birds in each nest, how far apart they are, and 50 One
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T am afraid that we do not know the correct names of all the different
birds that visit here each spring and fall. Of course we have names on
them, but I don't imagine we have the right names. For instance W nevep
heard of the Uhite Crown being called anything but "White Cap.' It woulq
be nice to know the names of these birds then we could advise what we
have. Ve have one which we call mud lark, another wagging tail, anothep
ringer, another tom tit, and a lot more so you see you are not sure vhat
we have unless we have the correct names. UWe have a few birds that stay
around here all the year such as crow, sea gull, jay, and a few others,
Do you have any of these your way., I guess the old crow is everywhere,
tiost ducks leave here in the spring and fly north except for a few that

hang around in bays to build their nest and hatch out young. Yours
truly, Doug.

I w11l write to him and ask that he advise the children not to
destroy any nests or scare the young from the nests before they are ready
to fly. Perhaps we may have another kind hearted man here like Monsieur
Thomas Brousseau that G, Hapgood Parks wrote about., I am going to send
hin Peterson's Bird Guide and hope we gain another friend in the far north,

R. D. 1, Box 142, Clarksville, Greene County, Pennsylvania

WATCH FOR MARKED BIRDS!
From a letter to Allen Duvall from Dr. Telford He Worke o o »

A further step in the investigation of migratory birds as potential
disseminators of arboviruses was undertaken in March and April by a field
and laboratory team from the Arbovirus Unit of the USPHS Cammunicable
Disease Center in Atlanta, Georgia. with Walter P. Nickell of the Cran-
brook Institute of Sclence as Consultant, the team, consisting of Rexford
Lord, Herbert Maxfield, and Telford H. Work, set up initial operations
in Stann Creek Valley from March 14 to April 3.

White feathers were attached to the backs of 1052 birds, predomin-
antly orchard orioles, catbirds, and indigo buntings, but including other
species in small numbers,

On April 5, similar activity was initiated in the Delta TH1dlife

Refuge of Louisiana, where yellow feathers were used to mark 458 birds
released.,

One objective of the study is to make as many observations and/or
recoveries of these marked birds in the United States as possible. If you
observe any of these birds, your finding, including all the usual data on
location, date, habitat, weather, etec., should be reported to the Arbo-
virus Unit, Commnicable Disease Center, Atlanta, Georgia 30333 (telephone
Lo4 634-5131), More important, if you learn of the whereabouts of a

regidential marked bird which might be investigated, immediate notification
will be appreciated.

125
i th-
: R A TOWHEE  All my banding is done on a mountain top in nor
NgogRlﬁzouF?.lough west New Jersey. I have lots of Rufous-sided
K s g rd for an immature female
b f this year I received a recovery ca r t
Inf::ollal:giged 'I'owhg: from Jackson, Loulsiana., It was banded in August,

I1961 . When I wrote to the address given I found that it had been shot

i hoved that it had
child w an air gun in February, 1963. The map s ,
Eyr;ieuedda;)%ﬁ fift.eengtlzlmdmd miles southwest and into flyway #2.

i : d among them were two birds
May I began getting return Towhees, an
bandegnon zhe sa.ge day as the one recovered, also immature birds at the

the trip together and one didn't
time. This would not mean that they made R e ot 1h

was interesting anyway.
N\ |

N\ b ‘ They seem to be a
© good family bird. Vhen
one is caught they can
set up gquite a chorus of
what sounds like alamm
and protest. When one
takes a bath they all
take a bath, coming out
of one point in the
woods in a single line at
spaced intervals to a
little pond I have, as
many as thirty I have
counted. Both parents
keep watch over the
young ones, which are
often perched motion-
less in the brush
before they can fly
well enough.

51 7th Ave. So.
New YOI"k 1L|’, N.Y.
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GOOD WILL AND UNDERSTANDING
By Mabel Warburton

Jood will between bird banders and their neighbors, or any person

who in any way becomes involved in your bird banding activities, cannot
be over-stressed.

Huch of the misunderstanding between bird banders and the public is
due to the fact that the common man does not understand Jjust what we are
doing. It is surprising to us who are so intensely interested in our
work to find persons who haven't the vaguest notion of what it is all
about. Some bird banders are working to instruct the people, egpecially
children, but many of us are doing nothing at all.

Iy problem was a neighborhood dog. He accompanied some children who
eut through my woodland, and on several occasions got into my housetrap
and killed birds, Telling the children what I was doing and how important
it was to keep the dog out, seemed to have no effect. I called the
neighbor on the telephone, but this seemed inadequate; she was only

mildly interested, and seemed to think not much harm was being done by
letting her dog roam.

Finally I hit upon the idea of sending her a letter. I wrote out
all the interesting material about my bird banding station that I could
think of: T told her when it was started; what its purpose was; how many
birxds I had banded; of how many species; and finally appealed to her to
help me in this work by keeping her dog home, I pointed out that it was
decidedly unfair for her dog to come into a place where I deliberately
coaxed birds to come, and then destroy them.

In a few days she called and thanked me for the letter, and told me
they had gotten rid of the dog. She seemed genuinely interested in what
I had written her, and said they had not cared to keep the dog inside,
nor to train it in any way, so had sent it out on a farm.

It may not always be this easy, but in this case, there was a happy
ending for all,

-
llote: Tncidentally, the Pennsylvania bird bander has the law on his sides
it is unlawful for ANY dog to run at large in this State, licensed or

unlicensed. Although the enforcement is left up to each municipality, and
is not often taken too seriously, it is the law.

300 Vest Trenton Ave., Morrisville, Pa,

o
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OPERATION RICOVERY AT SANDY HOOK,.NE&-J JERSEY - 1962
by Robert C. Frohling

) ev., offers a unique location for an Operation
3 via ndsartaﬁgg_léﬁ.ue?miiigryéne subseribes to the theory'of broad-front
O I?t £ nocturnal migrants or the theory of channelization of these
m?vemltlr- gown river valleys, along mountain-tops, etc... Sandy Hook would
gmgbe a natural place for binds to concentrate (Fig. 11)';, A; ih
o 1u.'.l.t of occupation by the U, S. Army for many d§cg.des. parts o Z
resk have remained in an essentially natural condition. Ir; Jl-ti-y'flg 2T,
EEZ louer one-third of the isthms was turned over to the State of New

Jersey for administration as a public park.

i Recovery
izing Lhe potentials of this area as an 0pera1.;:|.c.>n
tatigrexa% mage app%lj_g.cation to ‘the proper state authonf;:éeiiforbecause
ey to set up a netting project. After some hesitation becau
pemssmnu ize of the area involved, authorities granted permlssion
?‘.‘grtﬂelgn?aiteds“test" project. As will be noted furthur on, I now

believe that this hesitation vas juatified.

The netting wag done is a vooded tract o{.l‘ ﬁpprgﬁgﬁzeﬁszggeicms
»theast shore of Spermacetti Cove. s 8 .
Egszgialﬁgd a "™atural area" and ist{mt %mnftgttﬁ E:igiar Agzﬁr;’acte
ca), some of them two i€ ) d
O e ,i(u? iﬁdglr)itol){r of smilax, poison ivy and other shrubs is almost

la.CES M«ong -bhe cove are dlIIIBS COUQIEd l\'lbh bBaCh Dlmllg DOL30N 1“?,
p ’ - = =

Before the state acquired the area, ammy
Tn addition, the park naturalist
These openings

and their ecologic associates.
I dogzers had cleared several lanese. : ey
g:%llcui a trail through some of the heaviest growth.
were used as netting lanes.

evening of September 13 and continued
i terﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬁ%&;asngﬁrgec%oggrt%%. A to%al of fifteen day§ or parzig.iys
Jexe; & ent on the project. On most days, the nets were in ?Iderat P
}?;?1 dSZI-m to dusk. The nmumber of nets .(standard'lztm(;"le:e‘rdigs r’;ieie
usge varied but never exceeded siXe Ihr:l.né the iliscatigns zere
'w":.S considerable shifting of nets until. the best lo i

determined.

A total of 552 individuals of L§ species were bind?u‘;s ;.hii;.ori::zl

ities nor species of unusual interest. Table FJ..'V} et
no rari fsthe birds banded. The following species have ')Bl‘_'%rdl- s I(‘I:mo
sUmA Ty 01-” ble to it.qcrease its readability. Only one :rL‘ndlle' }1&111&”1{ .(.10/1?)
i 1o 3) ;f each was netting during the project - Cparrow ‘t.ler (9/593
ﬁiiiiﬁgtemve (xo/7), .‘-.-.'h"-_lapoorc»ﬁ_'l.]). (9f 2%(1 ’ YreumEfSﬁ}ffdpfﬂi T(-:':rbler 290y
3 r 9 ouse Wren (9/23), Winter Yren 309 ° T ¢
%ﬁ"“%as Cigéjgga; }-?;:'bler (1057/), lack-throated Blue Varbler - 0 (10/6),

2 &ty i
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varbler (9/29), Yellou-breasted Chat (10/12), looded Varbler
o o 99’21.'L , Canada Warbler (9/16), Indigo Bunting

6)
two (9/30 & 10/13).

i it ] Island
i rest to compare catches with those:: obtained at
lltllzsnﬁlin:.; 'tg jf:l}g south. Figure 2 shows the birds per net hour for
o days at the two locations. AMthough alt first gla{we the1_~9 seens

closer examination reveals disparities not

tions in elose proximity. Catches on only
walf of the days showed similar trends. Memy factors are undoubtedly

vk which are not being considered.

s ckadee distribution was made during the project.
s ited 5 the dividing line between the Ble_ick..
Most chickadees to the south of the river
M1 six of the chickadees handed were

An observation on

capped and Carolina Chickadees.
are considered to be Carolinis.
jdentified as Black-capse

i i sulted from the study.
There were two interesting recoveries which re ‘
A Browm Creeper (#loz—j?hﬁ)db%;ded b;%r g;n S.y %gﬁegiogcagbiiligdazezggoon
ber 11 at 0730 was nette me a "
ic;-;;giolia arbler - immature (#102-5991_’?) banded ‘?y me at Sandy(}look on
october 6 at 1300 was picked up dead in Brooklyn, New York City (near

500 by R. Greenman (pers. COMMe)e
Cetmesro O s o o ]-all_rru:»?{J stydue north of the banding location.

' these recoveries were made -
'Eghcgﬁstitute furthur banding evidence of the phenomena of reverse migration.
s area is in order. The "natural

A comment on the conservation of thi e Wy

] ique botaniecally, and it
B Tt e i stturte f the park pe;'sonnel. M1lions of people

u e despite the efforts o ‘
ﬁfratu:g?;iin a.nsﬁour or two drive of these pxei;.loug tzgg ati:‘rt\ajs. Iiiiz;lr 3:(;3
i is time, If the ! of New . »
questionable at this tim s o popeitied.

by banders is >
a%;le to acguire the rest of the Hook, some banding

ing site of at least three species of
June, one of our banding fraternity

i hollies by using

sl3 ed the bark of many of the large ancm?nt y

ziﬁgﬁnéjidgfsgto reach the nests of the herons. t;l‘h:r_s was hg.gngegti}zgzed
i 553 the park personnel. Entrance t::_p. 1e area g

gﬁgg?_ngxgmsmcigl permit for "bird observation.” lleed more be sald!

I would like to thank Mr.
Conservation and Economic Development
pari; Mre ichard Cole, Park N@;ur:'llst,
the project; and lir. Richard Riker, Park
courtesies (especially for pemmission to b

Station).

This location is also the ne;t
herons and a mamber of Ospreys. In

James lacDonald of the Department of
for permigsion to band in the
for his help and interest in
superintendent, for many
wnk in the old Coast Guard

Belle liead, Yew Jersey
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Who Banded What 2
1963

Edited by Betty Knorr

Ground Dove

LHourning Dove
Yellow=billed Cuckoo
Black=billed Cuckoo
Barn Owl

Screech Owl

Great Horned Cuwl
Long~eared Owl
Sav=thet Owl
hip=poor-will

Common HNighthawk
Ruby-thr. Humingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Yellow=shafted Flicker
Pileated Voodpecker
Red<bellied Voodpecker
Red<headed Voodpecker

Yellow=bellied Sapsucker

Hairy voodpecker
Dovmy Voodpecker
Eastern Kingbird

Great Crested Flycatcher

Sastern Phoebe

Yellow=bellied Flycatcher

Acadian Flycatcher
Traill's Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Unidente. Flycatcher
Bastem Wood Pewee
Olive-sided Flycatcher
Horned Lark

Tree Swallow

Bank Swallow
Rough=tringed Swallow
Barn Swallow

Cliff Swallow

Purple Martin

Gray Jay

Blue Jay

Common Crow
Black~capped Chickadee
Carolina Chickadee
Boreal. Chickades

Howard Kates (Florida)
Washington Crossing Park (Pa.)
Dorothy Bordner (W. J.)

1" 17 "

Jan Reese (Maryland)

stuart Henderson (Mass.)

John Linehan (Del.)

John B. Miles (Ontario)
1 n [ 4]

Jan Reese (Maryland)
John B. Miles (Ontario)
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.)
1] 11} [] 1"
Mre & Mrs. Jo Re Logan (N. J. & Masso)
T. A, Beckett (S. C.)
" "

"
" f "

Walter Bigger (N. J.)
Mrs, James Downs (Vt.)
Walter Bigger (Pa. & W. J.)
T. A. Beckett (S. C.)

" " "

Yalter Bigger (Pa. & N. J.)
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.)
C. D, Hackman (d.)
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.)
1® n " [1]

Tyler, Whitman, Cowger, & Livesay (iaine)
Co Do Hackman (¥d.)
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.)
Leroy Wilcox & Walter Terry (M. Y.)
Je Co Miller & Re. C. Miller (N. J. & Pa.)
John Be Miles (Ontario)
Stuart Henderson (Mass.)
Joln B. Miles (Ontario)

1] n "

Ralph Bell (Pa.)

Mrs. R. . Patterson (Maine)
I’I.ro & MI‘S. Jo Ro I.Oga.n (HELSS.)
Washington Crossing Park (Pa.)
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.)
C. D. Hackman (Id.)

LCIR M. C. torse, Jre. (Vi.)

ted Titmouse
mftﬁ-braasted Tuthatch
Red_breasted Tathatch

grown Creeper

hi

WHO BANDED WHAT? - 1963

Lillian Cardinali (Mo J4)
Walter Bigger (Pa. & W J4)
Dorothy Bordner (M. J.)

nalter Bigger (Pa. & . J.)
Powderill Nature Reserve (Pa.)

Al . D. Hackman (id.)
gﬁ;g'gﬁ;ﬁn Dr. Chas. Blake (S. Ce)

rolina lren
ggng-hﬁll.ed Marsh Vren

7. A. Beckett (S. C.)
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259

7. Co Mller & R. C. Miller (Pas & N. Jd.) 9

i Mr, & Mrs. Sydney Mitchell (Va.) 55
cho'(b’}';:il.nrgbim We To Van VelzeEn (Md.r)] ) 2%%
a -
Valter Bigger (Pa. & N. Jds
o Tumates Mabel ‘.-Ia.zhux("ton)(Pa. & We Ja) 2]'?_'2
Ralph Bell (Pae
gzgid_nThmsh Washington Crossi:zgﬁ?z;rk (Pa.) égﬁ
: T Velzen Y
+ Tthh We Te Van : )
gv.er::‘ﬂmison's Thrush :: ": :' ": igu
iray-cheeked Thrush " " . " ) 3%1;
A s 1 C. leel (Pa.
i Pluebird Mre & lirse Ue & y
giizinmylmatcatcher Powdermill Nature E&ﬁewe (Pa.) 10%
E‘:olde;-cmtmed Kinglet Walter Bigger (Ne Je (Pa.) "
Ruby=crowned Kinglet Powde?:mll Nat&re Reat'alrve :ﬁ. i
Cedar VWaxwing 83 )
Shri Dr. Chase Blale (So .
Ioggi?head Shrike 9 a . e 1) 63&
wsﬂtéx‘l;elged Tireo T, Ao Becketl (5.(3(:.()" ) :
; . i Dr. Chas. Blake (5. Ue
Yellow-throated Vireo S e ) o ?z
i i Mrse. Re We Patterson (X e
Soﬁar_g Xirnig Pil;fademﬂ.u Nature Reserve (Pa.) 116-2
Iliehj.la.fgl hia Vireo Leonard Bradley (Co:;n.) I i
W ; pV:l'.::-eo P. Boocock & M. Hamilton (Ontario i
i Robert Leberman (Pa.)
08879

firs. Neil M. Knorr, 50 Steanboat Landing Rd., South hnboy, e Je

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW INFORMATION WANTED

By R. Connor Tedards

From January 15, 1964 through February 29
subeadult White-crowned Sparrows

Since 1962
increasing in numbers during the winter and sp
interesting from my po

I would appreciate a
concerning the White-crouned SparrowWe

(Zonotrichia leucophrys).
1fication after 1-1-64.) This species was casual to my ob

1964 I have banded seven
(This class-
servations until

jes seems to be
e It is also

ring migration.

int of view that all my bandings were gub=adultsa

ny advice as to other available information

Route Two - Brown Road, Anderson, South Carolina
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Books For Banders

"SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW"
Edited By Mabel Gillespie

Until yesterday it looked as if I were about to follow the example
of Sydney Smith, the witty clergyman of one hundred and fifty years ago,
He claimed, "I never read a book before reviewing it, it prejudices a
man so."

For this issue of EBBA News I planned to review the first volume of
the series entitled "Handbook of North American Birds." The series is
sponsored jointly by the American Ornithologists Union and the New York
State Museum and Science Service. It is issued by the Yale University
Press and edited by Ralph Palmer. The publication date in the first and
only volume now in print is 1962, but do you suppose I could locate a

copy? Not in the library of the Academy of Natural Sclences in Philadelphia;
|

not in the offices of the curators of ornithology in that institution.
(They probably keep their copies at home.)

My original plan had been to compare the new with Bent's "Life
Histories of North American Birds." It began to look as if Bent would
win by default.

There is a purpose in presenting the preceding detail. Some ten days
ago the Academy librarian told me that volume one of the Handbook had been
ordered, So you gee what can be accomplished by constantly demanding a
particular book, and you'll know how to proceed in the event you can't
at first locate a copy of this Handbook.

Volume One includes Loons through Flamingoes. Tentative contents
for the next four volumes finish with Swallows. It will take at least
two more volumes to get through the A. O. U. check list. Volume One
retails for $15.00, so it is evident why most of us must depend on
libraries. Ve will all benefit by a survey of the first volume and the
succeeding ones as they appear.

In this first book there is an introduction stating the scope of
the work, and including valuable details. There is a color chart
following the Villalobos system. There are almost life-sized black and
white sketches of bird anatomy showing in detail how to take measurements.
T have a future date with myself to give this section very careful study
as a "must" for banding data accuracye.

GILLESPIE - Books for Banders 135
The outline of reproduction routines is something I have not

encountered previously. Under the classification "Single Sexual Nexus"

the editor notes:

1. life-long mating until the death of one partner.

2., Mating sustained for more than one breeding season.
3. Mating seasonal, through only one breeding season.
. Mating lasting through only one cycles

5, Temporary mating.

Under "Multiple Sexual Nexus" there are

two female partners during a breeding cycle, but

Uy, SRS This can be

nore attention given to mates than mere copulation.
ccessive.

conmﬁox%gﬁrgf S?mre than two female partners dl}ring breeding cycle,
put more attention given to mates_than mere copulation. This, again,
can be conbemporaneous or suceessive s

3. Harem Polygamy

L, Promisculty

5, Polyandry

5 : i i dard:
Tn congidering birds by species, the :t‘o:!.lowﬁng:; out]_.:me is stal:x
deseription including meagurements, sub-specles, i‘:.el@nﬂentificat:.on,
yoice, habitat, distribution with map, migration, banding status,
reproduction, gurvival, habits, and food.

In case T had time to note, the banding data was alloved but a
brief paiavgrrgph. Flgures were given for the total x:mmber banded, the
number of returns, the number of recoveries; and brief mention was made
of the areas where most of the banding had been done. Even though as a
bander, I would have appreciated more detail, I had to admit that there
ig a limit to the amount of data that ean be included in 550 pages.

i i 1 i follows:
The paragraphs dealing with reproduction were brt?lcen down as fol
pair formgc'bion, pair bond, gelection of breeding.terrltory. mubual display,
copulation, nests, laying season, clutch sizes, incubation, replacement
clubches, hateching success, age at first flight.

The colored plates are few. The color chart mentioned covers a ‘
double page; plate 2 shows four plumage variations of the northem fulmar; ,
3, a comparison of cormorant heads; 4, four herons: great blue,_!:;uIdergann Sy
great white, and +he common or luragian gray; 5, various heron billss O,
the ibises.

The black and white drawings are many and good. One full page t}_xatt
I particularly noted shows positions of the western grebe, such as flight,
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race, dance, display. Anyone who saw Disney's Water Bird film will

appreciate these positions. The contributing artists are too many to
be noted here.

A proper reviewer at this point would 1ist a book's shortcomings,

It is only a personal idiosyncracy that impels me to think of a "handbookn

as an eaglly manipulated publication like Peterson's field pguides. The
Handbook being here reviewed required two hands to hold it.

Instead of winming it would seem as if Bent had lost. But his
classic Life Histories have something the current Handbook ean't include,

This will be revealed in the next number of EBBA News,
313 Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pa,

WEEKEND FOR THE GULLS
By Mary Lou Petersen (Reprinted from Towa Bird Life)

Bird watchers come in assorted shapes, sizes,
bird watchers are considered only slightly sub-
non-bird watching masses. Of all the types of
is by far the most unusual.
an all-consuming passion.
and limb to add a species t
banding record. Each year
even greater number of bird
year's record is a challeng

and interests. lost
normal by the unfortunate,
birders the bird bander
Banding is not a normal hobby. It becomes
A truly addicted mass bander will risk 14fe

0 his year's banding record or his life's

he plots and plans so that he may band an

s than he did in the previous year. Last

e that must be superseded in the present,
season. With this explanation of the bander's craving desire for more

species and greater numbers, you will be better equipped to understand
the motives for a gull banding weekend.

July 4th, 1963, Situated in the unpredictable waters of the mighty
Lake Michigan, a few hundred feet from shore, are tiny points of land:
Sravel Island, Spider Island and what we call the reef, These islands
off the coast of Door County, Wisconsin are, for the most part, inhabited
by gulls. Cravel Island was a home for Herring Gulls this season.
Spider Island and the resf were possessed by both Herring and Ring-billed
Gulls. Our week-end was entirely for the gulls and we spent hours in the
blazing sun grabbing squawking young gulls and clamping rings on them,

My first experience banding gulls was on Gravel Island.
approached the island the adul

disturbed. Cireling above us
taining a healthy distance;
the home of hundreds of gull
thousands) the olfactory ne
they fatigue.

As we
t Herring Gulls became more and more

and screaming at our approach, but main-
they resented our arrival., As you land at

s (at first you believe there are certainly
rves send protest to the brain. Soon, however,

It doesn't take long t

0 become adept at spotting the downy young
huddled in the cracks of ro

cks, under grass, or on open ground. They
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is evidenced by
ig common among gulls. This

et hide fo; ézgznzizid:rsafound. Unusual as 1t may seem, Igit{oung

the number o able to fly are far more docile than the cgte, ileefrom
gulls neariéy oung. Often, you may approach a good-size ngnthe right)
thCk-stzeregch u;dar the bird and grab a legtéye alwayiunanyelp andgtry'
the rear, ithout a squawk. The 1i e ?nes »

andb;i:mp i: :h:iggtzla ones scream, the parents circle and scream above
to ‘

you .

gravel Island was not at all difficult ang by ﬁig;rd o
s onlz9 oung gulls banded and we headed our o} zgg il
e wetgadraef iy gull banding desire suddenly dlssipa_z .of il
el : least 400 pairs of gulls nesting. The miagr%uils hem
thereﬂzzrabillad and as I soon discovered the Ring-billed G
:gi: aggiessive than the Herring Gulls.

on
As I looked at the scream%ng, :ttggingi ?ﬁitigiuigazgtogtgﬁélihat
reef panicked. :
the southern i?: §§03§ems, diving. sereaming and bomba;di?ihtZEEgggggive
ma?y aggti guI remained on the northern enddof tsehzgganglcharged assl
e 1 " t 'em and band ‘em o .
4 int liers
e GU1;g'd:E%i:-t{meg into the milling white mgss giiingazﬁg zr;und
:hehizaiight hand and wearing a stringir ii lgob;F: g:rge. B
i attac
tected from aeria Pl
2i3r2:::éblgec2:§o§r§at. However, his shirt and pants showed siz
s

direct hits.

hed out every young Herring Gull on
gt el g ggv;ﬁzsérids:i{; worked more and more sou;hza:dg:gﬁ;rd
s northernberbs T worked my way to the edge of the aoi o
5 Ring-billegriznz my;elf only with Herring Gulls. gomézi upI ihree
o gon:zed young gulls, T prepared to get them 3sen ;hriek B o
e ”Ein over these docile youngsters when a Zu it
idbigts bend' % feathers startled me. It was a mixe -upt B ed
i ks ;?é presence, apparently so near its nei 'te e
Earzzzgpzzzé:a:niwgzped upon twice ?ire: E:gﬁ ;i:;tzgeangadiv;d ey
10 watched as cire . i
ittt Iicrouﬁgzi ?zdwas nearly upon me, L leaped up zzzazg ?gwgii
s ¥ g The bird veered sharply upward and thenF ians towsse
e ShDUting%o regain its shaken composure no doubt. ie tiﬁns £
i 1 %action and having thus vented by rrusl{a e éy o
n;:ty'dsiﬁigsihasﬂing-billed group and grabbed young gulls
charged ir

to band.

ran out
d-afternoon we ran out of Ring-billed bagdsbiggswe Eisgecided
£ Heiiiﬁé :3113 to band with the ramqin%ngB:;za ist said: unns bandars
o » . | -

d return to Rowley tion. During
to quly Zor Ehgiizyf?:: their hobby and this time vas no exception. Du
il L2 ?n the wind shifted and the water became rether il
gurlba:gtziiuree were far from over. But, that is ano

ay's






