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A TRIP TO JAHAICA 

Arthur Fast of Arlington, Virginia, reports that he spent nearly all
o! this past February on the Island of Jamaica. Upon arrival, he contacted
!•ir• Lewis, Director of the Institute of Jamaica, the culttlra.J. center of the 
rsJ.and. The Institute, located in Kingston, has a master bird-banding pennit
tron1 the U. s. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Island is an important 
1-,1.nter:l.ng area for many of our birds, especially the \"larblers; the Jamaica 
c}leok list includes 24 species of Warblers which nest along our eastern 
seaboard. Soxne years ago, Dr. Charles Blake worked 1-1ith the Institute in 
the banding and study of Jamaican birds.. Hr. Ro�er Smith now heads a group 
01 Britons and Americans, who are netting and banding on weekends and holidays;
in Feb1"'t1ary they were operating principally on a small stream near the Nona 
Hotel. Arthur participated in these banding operations on two occasions. 
The rbna JJotel is a.bout 6 miles from Kingston, beautifully situated on a 
plateau, at an elevation of 6000 feet. There are other good birding areas 
nearby, such as the Hope Botanical Gardens. The Hema is a top rendezvous 
for birders visiting Janiaica. 

An officer in the .timerican Einbassy, a Hr. Cumming, had 10 or 12 
htmnni.ngbird feeders in his home y-a:ro.. There Arthur sa�-:, in considerable 
numbers, the three resident species of hummingbi:ro.s: The Streamertail, the 
Jamaican l·Mgo and the Vervain Rmmningbirds. Our Ruby-throat is an occasional 
winter visitor to Jamaica. Hr. Cumming said these birds ate or drank about 
two i;allons per week. 

A Mrs. Do-vmer, who lives at Montego Bay on the northwest coast, bands 
only Indigo Buntings; she has one pull-stl"ing trap. In less than a month 
she bad banded 51�. of these birds by February 2.5. She says the peak o:f their 
migration is in late }farch. These birds come readily to her feeding trays. 
In contrast, Arthur says '!:.bat in 18 years, he has ca,ught one Indigo Thmting, 
in Arlington. VJ.I's. Downer took Arthur out 8 or 10 ntiles to visit Miss Lisa 
Salmon, who nets and ba11ds birds on her home place, which is in the hills 
overlookine I�ntego .Bay. He went out by taxi on another day. They netted 
and banded a few Karblers in an a.fternoon. In Jamaica, all bird-banding is 
done under the master permit of the Institute of Jamaica. An effort is 
being made to interest some Jamaicans in biro-banding. 

Arthur reports a bird list for Jarna.ica of 81, including 15 of our 
Warblers, and 26 new life birds. Jamaica is not as rich in bird life as are 
continental tropical countries, or· even several areas alo� our eastern 
seaboard. Along ,-Ii.th the bird life of Jamaica should be considered: Its 
terrain, which is ver-J rugged and mountainous (up to 7400 feet); its scener--,1 
which is superlative; and its weather which (in the 101,,er elevations) is 
almost perfect £or anyone who likes a warm weather break in the winter. At 
night, the cool air from the motmtains noi-rs down to the valleys and the 
seacoast. There are no cold spells. Nothing more than a SUL'llner jacket is 
needed at any time. It all adds up to a very attractive place in which to 
spend some time during our winter months. 

Arthur H. Fast, 4924 Rock Spring Road, Arlington, Vir�inia 
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BOA 1,J/BAf!D IN 3ELLY 
By c. Brooke Horth 

Dear Fellot -1 Hembers Of ZBBA: 

~r of you guys have any of your banded biros !mocked off by boa 

constrictors lately? If you had, I guess you'd brag about it and send 

a note to 2:SBA liJEWS. And so would I. The fact is that we have boa 

constrictors here but also some smaller species. One of them is knovm 

as Cook's Tree Boa, and it is just about oroina.rJ snake size. The other 

day one of our field t·mrkers picked up a young Cook's Tree Boa at our 

cat':1? in_ Bush Bush Forest in lfariva &•iam.p: It had an obvious swelling 

indic ating a re cent m.eal. Our men have instructions to send all 

biol ogical spec imens to our laborato ry in Port of Spain. The snake ,;ras 

h~rdly two_ feet long and tms easily kept in a Mason jar. Today it 

dis gorg ed its meal, and here was a half-digested biro t-d.th a band on its 

leg. It was too far decomposed to recognize, but the band uroved it to 

be a House Wren that had been banded by me near the site ol capture of 

the snake on Hov. 29, 19 63. The wren had appeared once again in the net 

on Jr-.nuary 2nd of this year. Thus it met its death slightly less than 

four months af"ter bandin g . ITouse Hre ns in the tropics are considered by 

some authorities to be a di stinct spe cies from the Uorth .American one, 

but by others as a subspeci es. Anyhow they look and sound like House 

-:rens , despite the fact tha t they can be found in clearings in the 

tropica l forest. The Cook' s Tree Boa is arboreal, as its llaJ!le indicates 

and also noctunia.J.. I imagine that jt climbs about searching for ' 

roosting, sleepin g biros. l·Jrens often sleep in cavities, but the snake 

~ould inves~ igate the~e too •. This boa has a nast y disp osit i on, de spite 

J.ts small sl ze , and m .11 continue trying to bite even a fter being in 

captivity fo r mont h s. In contrast, Boa constric tors be come docile . 

i·Jell, Friends, at least it lfil a boa! 

Post Office Box 164, Port of Spain, Trinidad, w. I. 

1·.JANTED -- BANDER-NATURALIST to fill post of Naturalist at the Nature 

Education Center. Full time work. Small 

salary to start which will be increased. Wonderful opportunity for bander 

who wants to make nature education a career, or for a retired teacher, or 

aeyone with an interest in people, especially in children, and birds. 

~ollege degree is desirable but not essential. ~-lrite: Director, Nature 
~ducation Center, v~shington Crossing, Pa. 
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AN INCIDENT OF HERRINCr GULL BEHAVIOR 
By Mabel Gillespie 

Durin g t he summer of 196J, Grace Meleney and I deci ded we shoul d try 

band a dul t herring gulls as well a s fiedglings . We each i nvested in a 

t~ t ne t and vi sited t he vari ou s open dumps on t he isla nd of Martha 's 

~in: yard. We were un succe s sful f or various reaso ns ,~hic h nee d not be 

elaborated on. 

Then we tried an experiment in capturing them in Ocean Park, Oak Bluffs. 

Here the road runs between the park and the edge of the blnff facing 

Nantucket Sound. The several acres of park are bo:roered on the other sides 

by rows of closely placed homes most of which are occupied only during the 

5wnmer. 

It is interesting to note the change in herring gull habits in . 

September. A great exod u s of summer residents comes early in the month. 

It seems as ii' the gulls had marked Labor Day on their calendars. With 

a regularity like t hat of Capistrano swallows they celebrate the Tuesday 

after Labo r Day by an 1nvasi~n of areas f o merly occupied by human being s. 

They take over Ocean Park which has no trees, some fo:nnal ga rdens, and 

expanses of grass. 

Just off t he mai n road is a house occupied the year round whose 

occupant ·regula rly puts out food for the gulls in the near corner of the 

park. Immediat ely some gull signal is given and flocks gather for the 

feast. 

This seemed a good place to try for adult gulls, but we were in doubt 

as to how to plan our strategy. Wind is an almost constant factor on th~ 

Vineyard, and it was part ic ul arly strong in this area. It would be difficult 

to anchor poles securely enou gh t o support the heavy net in the wind. And 

the net, in spite of its weight , would flap warningly. 

Grace then made a suggestion which, at the time, seemed inspired. 

"vJhy II she said "can• t we spread the net on the ground covering the food. 

Then°when the gttl.ls come down maybe their feet will get entangled." 

We concentrated the food, spread the net over the bits, and retired 

to watch. Twent y or more gull s pro mptly arrived and settled down on the 

net. At once they beca me susp ic iou s an d spread their wings for ~ight. 

As they rose th e net , i n which the i r fee t were entangled, ro~e WJ.th them. 

With shouts of t ri Ulllph we ran to band our victims. But our JOY was 

short-lived. A few flips freed their feet and the net dropped to the ground. 

We spread out the net again and brought more food. The gulls gathered 

in a solemn circle outside the net, but not one ventured near the food. Our 

"hostess" brought out more and daintier tidbits, and still no gull would put 
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.foot on t he net. Fin ally she produced a live d r1 

size. This, she decl ared would be an w ggling eel of llledilllJl 

over t he hea vy meshes of the net and ~~e teritation. The eel wriggled 

ventur ed ove r the edge. The eel re w e gu s watched, but not one 

remains adhered stickily to the n!t. weaker and finally died, and its 

Eventually we got the eel l"elllains c 

up the net. No sooner had we left th s raped off the mesh and rolled 

the food scattered on the grass. e park than the gulls swarmed over 

In spite of the fact that the i 1 
minded, it probably regards the t 8 and population is largely bird-

entertainingly so. The next time~ women handers as a bit crazy, but 

the clerk in attendance said "What went to the Oak Bluffs post office 

with a snake7" • were you doing out in Ocean Park 

JlJ Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pennsylvania 
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PROGRI1SS OF TH:!: T-1HITE-CR0':ltED SPARROH STUDY 

T5y Ralph K. Bell 

I \.S.llt to thank all those hand e rs t hat were kind enough to send me 

:1.nfonnation on the \·Jhite-cro1-med Sparro w from their respective areas. The 

respon se was heart 1·:armi.ng and each ye ar I am more convin.:ed that banders 

are wond e rl'ul people. Some spe nt con sid erable time and effort preparing 

th eir reports and all contributo r s will be acknowledged lihen the report 

is published. 
-

The data receive d will a ll be eval uat ed, but probably not before next 

w1.nte r when I hope th ere wil l be more tim e to really dig into it. But some 

th,ings are already evident. The E. i-lhi te-cro,m is most certainly enlarging 

its winter :range over much of the ea st e rn United States, as each year new 

areas are adding '·'hi te -cro~ms to the ir Christmas census listi.. 

The breeding range of the E. 1-Jhite-cro ,m compri se s the Labrado r 

Peninsula and thence 1-10sti.rard across the southern half of Hudson Bay to 

its 1~estern shores. This infonnation t·ra.s kindly supplied by Ilonald c. 
Clement of the National Audubon Society. There t~as some question as t o 

the possibility of its breedin g in northern .:ti.in~, and upon the advice of 

}.!rs. Jallles R. lliwns, I wrote to Chri sto pher ,f. Pac kard of th e Portland 

Nusetnn of Natural History, and he con.finned that it t•ias purely a migrant 

in 1-:l.aine •. 

1r. Duvall, of the banding office, has been very helpf'ul by sendi ng me 

a list of all recoveries of the E. l;Jhite-cro;m. These recoveries indicate 

the main wintering ground is in central. Texas. 'r/hile Wh.ite-cro tms c1,re listed 

in g reater numbers on the ~-/e st-central Texas Christmas counts, my guess is 

that many of these are made up of migrants other than those from the 

Labrador-Hudson Bay breeding area. hlhen I started this study, I thou ght 

perhaps the Ky.-Term_. area was the main wintering ground, b'ut 1101•: I know 

this is not true. A large percenta ge of the migrants continue on 

southwesfarard and cross the Hississipp i. 

I wrote to the man at Battle Harbor, Labl,'ador t hat reported the 

recover.r of the 1'1hite-cro,m there, to ask if he could give me any information 

abo ut the Hhite-crot-m on i t s bree ding grounds; such as al;-i".i.val date s , 

depar t ure date s , density of the species in t hat area , t ype and location of 

nests , number of eggs per nest, etc. To be sure we ,rould be talkin g a.bout 

t he same biro., I sent him. an exce ll ent picture of the v-Jhite- c rot-m sen t me 

by bander Raymond H. Bubb . The reply t o nzy-querries was very interesting, 

and I would l :i.ke t o sha re his letter uith you - .rritten in hi s words . 

Dear Mr . Bell : Today I received your let ter regarding the 1.•lhite-cro vm. I 

wil l certa inl y gather what in f onnati on I can about the v.lhi te Cro,m and ·t,1ill 

se nd i t al ong to you. tr chil dren are very interes t ed in l ooking .for and 

f in ding nests in th e spring , and t•ie will advise as to how many nes t s ue 

£ind, t he number of birds in ea ch nest , ho1-, fa r apart they are, and so on. 
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I run afraid that we do not know the correct nrunes of all the different birds that visit here each spring an d fall. Of course we have names on th em, but I don •t imagine we have th e rlght names. For instance .. ~ never hearo of the '.!bite Crown being calle d anything but ' White Cap.' It wouJ.d be nice to know the names of these b irds then i-1e could advise 1-!l'w.t ;re have. 1.'e have one which v!e call mud lark, another wagg ing tail, another ringer, another tom tit, and a lot more so you see you are not sure what we have unless ,;e have the correct names. We have a few birds that sta y around here all the year such as cro w, sea gull, jay, and a few others. Do yuu have any of these :rour way. I guess the old cr(m is eve:rywhereo }lost ducks leave here in the spring and fly north except for a few that hang around in bays to build their nest and hatch out young. Yours truly, fuug. 

I will write to him and ask tha. t he advise the children not to destroy any nests or scare the young from the nests be.fore they are ready to fly. Perhaps we may have another kind hearted man here like Honsieur Thomas Brousseau that G. Hapgood Parks wrote about. I am going to send hill! Peterson I s Bird Guide and hope we gain another friend in the far north . 
R. D. 1, Box 142, Clarksville, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

WATCH FOR HARK!m BIRDS I 
From a letter to Allen Duvall from Dr. Telford H. Work. • • • 

A .further step in the investigation of migrato ry biros as potent ial disseminators of arboviruses was undertaken in March and ApriJ. by a f ield and laboratory team fro;m the Arboviru s Unit of the USPHS Cammunicable Disease Center in Atlanta, Georgia. M.th Walter P. Nickell of the Cranbrook Institute of Science as Consulta nt, the team, consisting of Rexford lord, Herbert Maxfield, and 'felford H. T,,.brk, set up initial operations in Stann Creek Valley from March 14 to April J. 
t-Jhite fea thers ware attached to the backs of 1052 birds, predominantly orcha rd orioles, catbirds, and indigo buntings, but including other species in small numbers. 

On April 5, similar activity was initiated in the Delta Wildlife Refuge of Louisiana, where yellow feathers ,;,ere used to mark 458 birds released. 

One objective of the study is to make as many observations ani/or recoveries of these marked birds in the United States as possible. I f you observe any of these birds, your finding, including all the usual data on location, date, habitat, weather, etc., should be reported to the Arbovirus Urrl,t, Communicable Disease Center, Atlanta., 'eorgia JOJJJ (telephone 404 634-5131). , fore important, if you learn of the whereabouts of a resid ential l]larked bird 1-rhich might be investigated, immediate notification will be appreciated. 
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FOR A TOWHE-, .AJ.1 nry banding is done on a mountain top in north-I,ONG :~~CUllough ~ ,rest New Jersey. I have lots of Rufous-sided BY Bo To'l,rhee s. 

March of this year I :received a rec overy card for an imma~ure female !n id d To bee from Jackson wui siana. It was banded in August, -}bli'ous-s e I w te to the addre~s give n I found that it had been shot 196:• ~~\n.t;roan air gun in February , 1963. The map sho,-ied tha;t it had i~velled about fifteen hundred miles southwest and into flyway #2. 
In May I began getting return Towhees, and among them ,•7:re two bt ih· rds da as the one recove red, also i.nuni3.tu:re birds at e 

~~::d ~;h~ 10!:8
notymean that they made the tri p ~=~~rb~i,0

~:td~~•t 

' ' 

was interestin g anyway. 

They seem to be a 
good family bird. 1.fuen 
one is caught they can 
set up quite a chorus of 
what sounds like alann 
and protest. 1-·lhen one 
takes a bath they all 
take a bath, coming out 
of one point in the 
.roods in a single line at 
spaced intervals to a 
little pond I have, as 
many as thirty I have 
counted. Both parents 
keep watch over the 
young ones, which are 
often perched motion
less in the brush 
before they can f'.l.y 
well enough. 

51 7th Ave. So• 
New York 14, N.Y. 
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GOOD WILL AND UNDERSTANDING 
By Mabel 1-Jarburton 

Jood will bet ween bird banders and their neighbors, or any person 
who in any way becom0s involved in your bird banding activities, cannot 
be over- stresse d. 

Euch of the misW1derstandine between bird handers and the public is 
due to the fact that the connnon man does not understand just what we are 
doin g . It is surprising to us who are so intensely interested in our 
work to find persons who haven't the vaguest notion of what it is all 
about. Some bird handers are r,rorking to instruct the people, especially 
children, but many of us are doing nothing at all. 

Ey problem was a neighborhood dog. He accompanied some children who 
cut through my woodla nd, and on several occasions got in to my houset rap 
and killed birds. Telling the children what I was doing and how important 
it was to ke ep the dog out, se emed to have no effect. I called the 
neighbo r on the teleph one, but this seemed inadequate; she was only 
mildly intereste d, and seemed to think not much harm was being done by 
letting her dog roam. 

Finally I hit upon the idea of sending her a letter. I wrote out 
all the interesting material about my bud banding statio n that I could 
think of: I told her when it was started; what its purpo se was; how many 
birds I ha d banded; of ho1-: many species ; and finally appe aled to her to 
help me in this ,1ork by keeping her dog home. I pointed out that i t was 
decidedly unfai r for her dog to come into a place where I deliberately 
coaxed birds to come, and then des tr oy them. 

In a few days she called and thanked me for the letter, and told me they had gotten rid of the dog. She seemed genuinely interested in what 
I had written her, and said they had not cared to keep the dog inside, 
nor to train it in any vray, so had sent it out on a farm. 

It may not ahs.ys be this easy, but in this case, there ·was a happy 
ending for all. 

Note: Incidentally, the Pennsylvania bird bander has the law on his side; 
it is unlawful for AflY dog to rtl!l at large in this State, licensed or 
unlicensed. Although the enforcement is left up to each municipality, and 
is not often taken too seriously, it is the la w. 

JOO Hest Trenton Ave., MorrisviJJ.e, Pa. 
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OPERATION RECOVERY AT SANDY HOOK,. NEW JERSEY - 1962 
by Robert c. Frohlmg 

A,r Ho 1 New Jersey offers a unique location for an Operation San"'v O <, · . . ;ne subscrib es to the theory of broad-front 
Recovery statio~ ~e=~ts or the the ory of channelization of these !llOv-eroent of noc. rn all along mountain-tops, etc., Sandy Hook v:ould 
tn,1grant\ do\m :n~!/pla~~s for biros to concentrate (Fig• 1) • As a 
8eem to e a na . h O S Artrry for many decades, parts of the 
result of occu~at~i°i:1 by t a ~t~lly natural condition. Ir. July, 1962, 
Hook have remainerdinfa~esr th.mus ·was turned over to the state of New tbe 10,,,er one-thi O e 5 • 
Jersey for administration as a public pa rk. 

te ti.al of this area as an Operation Recovery 
Realizing the ~ ~ion ~ the prop er state authorities for station, I made appb.ca tt· ·ect After some hesitation because 

permission to set up ~~e illg~:ived• authorities granted permission 
~~r~eJ·=ds~:s~f, proj;~~: As w:l~l•~e noted furthur on, I now 
believe that this hesitation ,,ias jusl:.if ied. 

d d t t of approximate].y 200 acres The netting ,,1as done is a woo e. /~ This section bas been 
on the northeast shore of ~perroa<;ett:i. t O ~ to the public. Ancient 
designated a "natural area and is no o1: feet in diameter, dominate 
holly trees (llex opaca ) , s~me ~emoton ivy and other shrllbs is almost 
the scenEf. An und.er sto l'"Y O tat·o~ ~-reeps in axoong t,he trees in several 
il.npenetrable. salt marsh ve!~es\overed with beach pltmL, poison ivy, 
places. Along ~e cove ~ Before the state acquired the area, army and their ecologic associates. 1 In addition the park naturalist 
bulldozers ha~ cleared several f ~:she aviest growth. These openings had cut a trail through some o 
,iere used as netting lanes. 

venin of September 13 and continued 
Banding 11as s~~et~n ~; e A to '.kl of fifteen days or part days internd. ttantly until . c er • t cl.a s t he nets we re in. operation were spent on the proJect. On ~s t y ( • ta ndard 1 2 meter 1½11 nets) in 

from dawn to dusk. The number o ne ~~ the fir st fe vi days there 
use varied but neve: e~ceedefd sf• until the best locations ,1ere was con siderahle shift1.ng o ne s 
determined. 

. . . d 1 of 48 snec ie s ,-1ere banded. There ,-ier e A total of 552 1ndivi :ua s . te " t Table 1 giv e s a numerical 
no rarities nor ~cies~fdunu;~f~llo~ g• species have been elinri.nated stumnary of the birds ba e ~ 18 bility Only one individual (t ,-o from the table to increase J. t~ reada th; ro je ct - ~pa.rx•ot-r £la.i,1k (10 /12) • 
where noted ) of each was_nettJJ~u 1

~ 2) iello, -,-bellied 71.ycatcher (9 /29), 
Hourning :r::ove (10 /_7), 1:.1:ippoort/· ) Winte~ Wren (10 / 13), Parula 1·'e.rbler i:n.ue Jay (9 / 30), 110use /ren (9)23 • t, throated Blue \·:arble1• - ti -:o (10/6), (9/zz), Cape Hay ·larbler (10/ 7, 31ac.-
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Figure 1. 
Relation of Sandy Hook to possible fiight lines. 
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Jiia1._,brea sted '1:arb l er (9/ 29), Yelloi ,-b reasted Chat (10 /12), Hooded \•larb ler (
9
716), Wilson ' s 1,\'arble r ( 9 /16 ) , Gana d.a 'l arbler ( 9 /16), Indigo tin rr (l 0/12), Swamp Sparrow - t-wo (9/30 & 10/13). "' 

It is interesting to compare catches with those obtained at Island r3ea,ch, 40 miles to the so\lth. Figure 2 shows the birds per net hour for fourteen days at the tt-io locationso Although at first glance there seems to be a similarity in trends, closer examination reveals dispariti es not 

8

,q:iected from two ooast.1.l locations in close proximity. Catches on only e.bout half of the days sho"1>1ed similar trends. l-1aey factors are undoubte dly 
e.t work which are not being considered. 

An observation on chickadee distribution was ma.de during the project. '.L'lie .Raritan River is usuaJJ.Y cited as the di viding l ine between the BlackcapP8d and Carolina Chickadee s. Nost chicka dees to the south of the river a.re considered to be CaroJ.ina s. All siX of the chic kade es band ed were 
identified as Black-caps. 

There i-iere two 1ntel"8st:i.ng recover'.Les which resul ted from the studyo A Bro.,in Creeper (fr,102-37431 ) banded by s. s. Dickers on at Island Beach on October ll at 07:30 was netted by me at sanely Hook on October 12 at 0900. A Magnolia 1':arbler - i.mmature ({F.l.02-599 17) banded by me at Sa,ndy 1look on October 6 at 13 00 was picked up dead in Brooklyn, :New York City (near Sbeepsh,ead [3aY) on October 7 about 1200 by R. Greemna.n (per s. oonun.). Both of these rec overies -were 1113-de almost due north o.f the banding location. The constitute f.'urthur band ing evidence of the phenomena of reverse migration. 
A col11111ent on the conservation of this area is in ordero The "natural area" tract is small, it is unique botanically, and it -,,rill be subject to disturbance desp;tte the efforts of the park pers onnel. Millions of people live within an hour or two drive of these precio us 200 acres. Added use by banders is questionable at ·this tinte. If the state of New Je1•sey were able to acquire the rest of the Hook, some banding might be pe nnitte d. 
This location is also the nesting site of at least three species of herons and a number of Ospreys. In June, one of our banding ri-atemity seriously damaged the bark of many of the la rg e ancient hollies by usin ~ clilllbing irons to reach the nests of the herons. This i•1as done "1-rithout penn:ission from the park per sonnel. Entrance to the area bad been gained by obtaining a special pe rmit for "bird observatio n.

11 
Need more be saidl 

I ,·iOUld 1ilce to thank :Mr. James f"lacDonald of the Department of Conservati on and Economic Developn~n t fo r permission to band in the park; Hr. Ili.chard Cole, Park Natural ist, for bis help and interest in the proje ct ; and ltir. Richard Rilcer, Park superintendent. for many courtesies (e speciallY for permissio n to bunk in the old Coast Guard 
Station). 

Belle Eead, llew Jersey 
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Ground Iove 
Houming Dove 
Yellow-bD.led Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl 
Screech Owl 
Great Homed Owl 
long-eared Owl 
Sau-whet Owl 
',)hip-poor-will 
Common Nighthawk 
Ruby-thr. Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 
Pilea ted 1:Ioodpecker 
Red-bellied Hood.pecker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Hoodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
~reat Crested Flycatcher 
~astern Phoebe 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Acadian flycatcher 
TraD.l's Flycatcher 
Least flycatcher 
Unident. Flycatcher 
Eastern Hood Pewee 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Homed Lark 
Tree Suallow 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-Hinged Svra.llow 
Barn Svrallow 
Cliff Svra.llow 
Purple Martin 
Gray Jay 
Blue Jay 
Common Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Carolina Chickadee 
Boreal Chickadee 

Who Banded Whal? 
1963 

Edited by Betty Knorr 

Howard Kates (Florida) 
Washington Crossing Park 
Ibrothy Bordner (N. J.) 

(Pao) 

II II II 

Jan Reese (Maryland) 
Stuart Henderson (Hass.) 
John Linehan (031.) 
John B. Niles (Ontario) 

11 II 11 

Jan Reese (Maryland) 
John B. Miles (Ontario) 
Powdennill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 

II II II It 

Hr. & Mrs. J. R. Logan (' I J • Ma ) T 1
• • • "" SSo 

•A.Beckett (s. c.) 
II II II 

II II II 

Walter Bigger (N. J. ) 
Hrs. James Downs (Vt.) 
Walter Bigger (Pa. & N. J.) 
T. A. Beckett (s. c.) 

It II It 

~·.'alter Bigger (Pa. & N. J. ) 
Powdennill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 
C. D. Hackman (Mi.) 
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 

II II II II 

Tyler, Whitman, co .. iger, & Livesay (Maine) 
C. D. Hackman (Md.) 
Powdennill Nature Reserve (Pa ) 
Leroy '\-~cox & Walter Terry (N. Y.) 
J. c. 1aller & R. c. Miller (N J & P ) 
John B. Miles (Ontario) • • a. 
Stuart Henderson (Hass.) 
John B. Miles (Ontario) 

II II II 

Ralph Bell (Pa. ) 
Mrs. R. 1·/. Patterson (Haine) 
Nr. ~ Mrs. J. R. Logan (Hass.) 
1'Iashington Crossing Parle (Pa.) 
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 
C • D • Haclanan (lkl. ) 
1cm H. c. Horse, Jr. (Vt.) 

19 
502 
15 

8 
12 

6 
2 
2 
5 

12 
14 

360 
8 

63 
5 

14 
3 

20 
39 

133 
13 
17 

193 
31 
12 
70 

ll5 
26 
33 
7 
5 

JO 
566 

36 
734 
18 

117 
6 

417 
18 

367 
47 
11 

'J:llfted Titmouse 
\)hite .. breasted Nuthatch 
!led-breasted Nuthatch 
13rot.m Creeper 
i:rouse Hren 
w:i.nter Wren 
Be'Wicl<'s Wren 
carolil'la Wren 
r..ong--billed Harsh Hren 
}~akingbird 
Catbird 
13ro-wn Thrasher 

Robin 
wood Thrush 
Herm:i. t Thrush 
Sl-ra.i.nson' s Thrush 
Gray-chee ked Thrush 
Veery 
Ea.stem Bluebird 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
C-olden-cro,med Kinglet 
Ruby-crotmed Kinglet 
Cedar Waxwing 
loggerhead Shrike 
starling 
\•Jhi te -eyed Vireo 
Yello w-throated Vireo 

Solitary Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
'.·Jarbling Vireo 

WHO BANDED WHAT? - 1963 

Lillian CardinaJ.i (N. J. ) 
Walter Bigger (Pa . & N. J .) 
D:>rothy Bordner (N. J. ) 
1·lal ter Bigger (Pa . tc N. J .) 
Powden.nil.l Nature Reserve (Pa.) 
C • D. Haclanan (Nd. ) 
Dr. Chas. Blake (s. c.) 
T. A.. Beckett (s. c.) 
J.C. Miller & R. C. 11:iller (Pa. & N. J.) 
Mr. & Mrs. Sydney Mitchell (Va.) 
H. T. Van Velzen (Md.) 
\·Jalter Bigger (Pa. & N. J.) 
Mabel Warburton (Pa . & N. J. ) 
Ralph Bell (Pa. ) 
Washington Crossing Parl< (Pa.) 
w. T. Van Velzen (Mi.) 

II 11 11 H 

II 

II 

II 

" 
" 
" 

II 

II 

Y.ir. & Mrs. c. l~eel (Pa.) 
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 
Walter Bigger (N. J.) 
Po,.Jdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 

II ti II II 

Dr. Chas. Blake (s. c.) 
Willlam. Savell (N. J.) 
T. A. 'Beckett (s. c.) 
Dr. Chas. Blake (s. c. ) 
C. D. Hackman (Md.) 
Mrs. R. w. Patterson (Maine ) 
Powdermill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 
Ieonard BracUey ( Conn. ) 
P. Boocock & M. Eamilton (Ontario) 
Robert Leberman (Pa.) 

133 

Jl 
23 

140 
259 
86 
10 

2 
67 
9 

55 
223 
77 
77 

216 
166 
234 
392 
154 
314 
87 
19 

100 
90 

133 
8 

695 
21 

2 
2 
7 

169 
14 

4 
4 

Hr s. Neil H. Knorr, 58 Steamboat landing Rd., South .Ambo:,r, N. J. 08879 

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW INFOID'lATION WANTED 
By R. Connor Tedards 

From January 15, 1964 through February 29, 1964 I have banded seven 
sub-adult White-crowned Sparrows (Zonotriohia leucophrys). (This class
ification after 1-1-64.) This species was casual to my observations until 
approximately the winter of 1962. Since 1962 the species seems to be 
increasing in numbers during the winter and spring migration. l't is also 
interesting from my point of view that all my bandings were sub-adults. 

I would appreciate any advice as to other available information 

concerning the White-cro,med Sparrow. 

Route Two - Bro,-m Road, Anderson, South Carolina 



134 EBBA News - Vol. 27, No. J 

8ook1 Fo, 8ande11 
" SOMETHING OLD AND SOMETHING NEW " 

Edited By Mabel Gillespie 

Until yesterday it looked as if I were about to follow the e:xample 

of Sydney Smith, the witty clergyman of one hundre d and fifty years ago. 

He claimed, "I never read a book before reviewing it, it prejudices a 

man so." 

For this issue of EBBA News I planned to review the first volwne of 

the series entitled "Handbook of North .American Birds." The series is 

sponsored jointlY by the American Ornithologists Union and the New York 

State Museum and Science Service. It is issued by the Yale University 

Press and edited by Ralph Pallner . The publication date in the first and 

only volume now 1n print is 1962, but do you sUppose I could locate a 

copy? Not in the library of the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philade lphia, 

not in the offices of the curato r s of ornithology in that institution. ' 

(They probablY keep their copies at home.) 

1-ty-original plan had been to compare the new with Bent• s "Life 

Histories of North American Birds." It began to look as if Bent ·would 

win by default. 

There is a purpose in presenting t he preceding detail. Some ten days 

ago the Acadenzy-librarian told me that volwne one of the Handbook had been 

ordered. So you see what can be accompli shed by constan tly demanding a 

particular book, and you'll know how to proceed in the event you can' t 

at first locate a copy of this Handbook. 

Volume One includes loons through Flamingoes. Tentative contents 

for the next four volumes finish with Swallows. It will take at least 

two more volumes to get through the A. 0. U. check list. Volume One 

retails for $15.00, so it is evident why most of us must depend on 

libraries. We will all benefit by a survey of the first volume and the 

succeeding ones as they appear. 

In this first book there is an introduction stating the scope of 

the work, and including valuable detailso There is a color chart 

following the Villalobos system. There are almos t life- siz ed black ano. 

white sketches of bird anatonzy- sho,dng in detail how to tak e measurement s. 

I have a future date with nzy-self to give this sec tion very care.ful study 

as a ''must" for banding data accuracy. 

GILLESPIE - Books for Banders 

The out.line of reproduction routines is somethl.ng I have not 

encountered previo usly. Under the classification 11Single Sexual Nexus" 

the editor notes: 

1. Life-long mating until the death of one pa_rtner . 
2. Mating sustained for more than one breeding sea son. 
3. Mating seasonal, through only one breeding seas on. 
4. Mating lasting through only- one cycle. 
5. Temporary ma ting. 

Under "Multiple Sexual Nexus" there are 

1. Bigamy: t.,ro female partners during a breeding cycle, but 

ore attention given to mates than xnere copulation. This can be 
Ill • 
contemporane ou s or successive. 

2. Polygamy: more than two female partners d~ring breeding cycle, 

but more attenti on given to mates t han mere copulation. This, again, 

can be contemporaneo us or suc cessive. 
3. Harem Po!ygam;v 
4. Promis ouity 
5. Polyandry 

135 

In con sidering birds by species, t he f ollowing outlin e is standard: 

des cripti on in cluding measurements, sub -sp ecies, field ide ntification, 

voi ce , habitat, distrib ut i on vdth map, migrati on, banding status, 

rep roductio n, survi val , habits, and fo od. 

In every case I had time to note , the banding data was allowed but a 

brief paragraph. F.tgures were given for the total number banded, the 

number of re t urns, t he number of recoveries; and brief mention was made 

of the areas •where most of the banding had been done. Even t hough as a 

bander, I ,,1ould have appreciated more detail, I had to admit that there 

is a limit to the a1110unt of data that can be included in 550 pages. 

'The paragraphs dealing with reprod uction ,,,ere broken doim as fo~lows: 

pair formation, pair bond, selection of breeding territory, mutual display , 

copulation. nests, laying season, clutch si~es, incubation, re placement 

clutches, hatching success, age at fir st flight. 

The colored plates are fe-;r. The color char t mentioned covers a 

double page· plate 2 shows four plumage variatio n s of the northern i'ulxnar; 

3 a comparisc,n of connorant heads; 4, four hero n s: great blue, Wurdemann' s, 

g~at white, and the connnon or Eurasian gray; 5, vario us heron bills; 6, 

the ibises. 

The black and white dra wings are rnaey and good. One full page t~t 

I particularlY noted shows positions of the ,•Jestern grebe, such as night, 
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race, dance, display. Anyone wh • appreciate these positions. o saw Disney's Water Bird film 1dll be noted here. The contributing artists are too many to 

A proper reviewer at this int It is only a personal idiosynoJ~ t~~u'.!-d 3tst a book• s shortcomin gs as an easily manipulated ubli ti 1Jllp0 s me to think of a ''ha db Handbook being h~re revie;,ed ca . on like Peterson's field guides. nTh ook:11 required two hands to hold it . e 
Instead of winning it uld classic Life Histories have wo t~m as ii' Bent had lo st. But his This will be revealed in th somxte g the current Handbook can, t include• e ne number of EBBA News. 

JlJ Sharp Avenue, Glenolden, Pa. 

WEEKEND FOR THE GULLS 
By Mary I.ou Petersen (Reprinted from Iowa Bird Life) 

Bird watchers come in assor ted . --bird watchers are considered onl 1t~pes, s iz es , and interests. Most ronbbi;d watching masses. Of al i !heg;:~ su~-~onnal by the unfortunate, s Y ar the most unusual. Bandin so i rders the bird bander an all- consumi ng passion. A tru g is not a normal hobby. It becomes and limb to add a species to hi/ Y ad~icted mass bander will risk life banding rec ord. Each yea r he 1 rears banding record or his life's even great er number of bi rds tho ~ and plans so that he may band an year's rec?rd is a chall enge th: ~ m!sfd in the previous year. Last seas?n• With thi s expla nation of th bbe su~erseded in the present species and great er numbers ou e anders craving desire for more the motives for a gull bandln~ we:;~d~e better equipped to understand 

July 4th ' l9 6J. Situated in the ~ke ~lichigan, a few hundred feet unpredictable waters of the mighty ~;~ve l Island, Spider Island and w~~mw!hor~i are tiny points of land: t he coast of Door County l-'i ca the reef. These islands by _gulls. Gravel Island was'a ih~con;in are, for the most part, inhabited ~pider Island and the reef were m:seor Herring Gulls this season. ~~11~. Our week-end was entirelf fors~~d byl~o th Herri ng and Ring-billed az ng sun grabbing squawking young gul~ gu ds land we spent hours in the s an camping rings on them 
r-tY first experience bandi • approached the island the adul~H: ~;ts w~s on Gravel Island. As we di~turbed. Circlin g above us a ng uulls became more and more t:~nihng a healthy distance; the;d r:; ::~:~n~u at ourir approa ch, but main-ome of hundreds of 11 ( r ar val• As you 1 d t 

t
thhousands) the olfactoryg~e~esa!e~ rst ytou believe there are ce~~ai~ l y • , owever, ey fatigue. pro est to the brain Soon h 

It doesn't take 1 t huddled in the cracks :~gro~k~~c~m~ adept at spotting the downy young n er grass, or on open ground. They 
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ust hide for infanticide is common among gulls. This is evidenced by t he number of dead that are found. Unusual as it may seem, the young gulls nearly able to fly are far more docile than the cute, little chick-sized young. Often, you may appro ach a good-sized juvenile from the rear, reach under the bird and grab a leg (we always band the right) a.rid cl amp on a ring without a squawk. The little ones run, yelp and try' t o bite. As the little ones scream, th e parents circle and scream above 
you. 

Banding on Gravel Island was not at all difficult and by mid-1110rning we had 149 young gulls banded and we headed our dingy toward the reef. At the reef my gull banding des ire suddenly dissipated. Here there were at least 400 pairs of gulls nesting. The majority of them were iling-billed and as I soon discove red the Ring-billed Gulls are much 
111
ore aggressive than the Herring Gulls . 

As I looked at the screaming, stinking, milling hoard of gulls on the southern end of the reef, I panicked. I just could not stand that 111al1Y adult gulls above me, divin g , screaming and bombarding t he ground below them. I remained on the northern end of the reef with the passiv e Herring Gulls, while my "go get 'em and band •em" husband charged into the fray. He double-ti med into t he millin g white mass waving his plier s in his right hand and wearing a stringer of 100 number five bands aroun d his neck. He was protected from aerial attack by a l ar ge , wide-brimmed, disreputable cowboy hat. However, his shirt and pant s showed si gns of 
direct hits. 

Left to my own devices, I search ed out every young Herring Gull on the quiet northern end and gradually worked more and more southward toward the Ring-billed suburbs. I worked nry way to the edge of the large group of gulls, concerning myself only wi,th Herring Gulls. Coming upon three fairly good-sized young gulls, I prepared to get them banded. I was on my knees bending over these docile youngsters when a sudden shriek and rush of pounding feathers startled me. It was a mixed-up Ring-billed parent protesting my presence, apparently so near its nest. I continued banding and was swcoped upon twice more. Each time the irate gull came closer. I crouched and watched as it circled, sighted and dived again. But this time, when it \4as nearl y upon me, I leaped up waving my pliers and shouting. The bird veered sharply upward and then headed toward open water, to regain its shaken composure no doubt. Feeling a wann, nasty, self-satisfaction and havi ng thus vented by frustrations, I charged in to the Ring-billed gro up and grabbed young gulls for rey husband 
to band. 

By mid-afternoon we ran out of Ring-billed bands and we also ra n out of Herring ' ulls to band with the remainin g size six bands. We decided to ~uit for the day and return to Rowley's Bay. As I said, mass banders risk life and lil11b for their hobby and this time was no exception. During our bandin g , the wind shifted and the water became treacherous and our day's adventures were far from over. But, that is another story. 




