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Scrap materials wGro used for the most pa.rt and I t 
so I am. sure better lookine caces could be mad am no a carpe nter 
vari ed as the bander nishes. Ours stacks nicer• Th~ dimensions can be 
gat hering cage• and the width v1as determined byy t~n ?P ot: our ten. cell 
Pl.YtJOod I had available. • e size of the piece of 

The center partition is hal.f-inch l . d . 
quarter-inch plywood. Heavier 1-rood i p YldlO~ and the two SJ.de ones 
the ca?'ly.i.ng hancUe of electrical co~ uise.,, ~r the center one because 
. ..,, d 1 . .n.i. s .Las·.,ened to it Fbr th id 
, .... u se t1y on screen wh.i.ch can be bought in . . • e s es 
~ strip long enoUgh to go completely aro d ~nous widths, and we used 
oe no more sea.ms than necessary. un e cage so that there would 

Rubber from an old inner tube · d 
curved shape of the tube the rubber ~~~\e fo\ t~e top. Because of the 
fastened to the frame uith upholstery ta 1 ,, cu C n t,:io pieces, and it is 
stretch the rubber in fastening it t~r~.litnre must be taken not to 
of the slits can be varied to suit't~r . 8

• s. s will gap. The length 
inches to be completely satisi"acto1-y . e mdindual user. He foun d five 

The floor is made of quart . • 1 , ,"_ 
upper part at one end. The ~th=~-~~ 1/.,.,-,wvod and is hinged to the 
small screen door hooks. This arra , nd t the cent~r a:t'e fasten ed with 
for cleaning• i•Je have used a ngemen allows the cage to be opened 
and replaced it peri odically: rt of a paper bag on the floor of the trap 

This cage bas not been the best type for E . ' 
one can be placed ma cell . t . t . ven~ Qrosbea ks. Only 

soi 1s no practica l JJ1 terms of ace 
u sed. Also, the y have more chance of getth ,(J' the b d h sp 
get ting the m! - '"b an er u en he is 

926 :-iest Beaver Avenue, State Colle ge, Pennsylvania 

1":H..A.:~G2S MAm Changes have be e d 1n 
l; I BANDING PLIERS by ~ger N. 1-fac~na~/ ( t~~anding. pliers supplied 

143 see ing Pliers notice on 

;,;1e hacbanges have bee~a:i:de in ~::rp~~:r~ t~~2o=e~h:fr~cLb~d. 
• le :ro alloy• a s well as the regular band Thi s ma e of 
he increa se m price of the #2 and .JL.3 b ds. s has necessitated 

to $6.oo. rr an size pliers from $5.00 
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Carol Hand's drawing cf this issue's selection for the bird-of-the­
month is very good -- especially since the Bluebird is a difficult subject. 
carol not only excels as an artist, but really knows her birds, trees, 
no-wers and ferns as well. She is crurrently teaching at East Liverpool, 
Q}lio, and is to be married this June. We wish the best for the new bride 
and groom. 

The Bluebird is my favorite bird. Why, I'm not sure, but probably 
because a pair immediately took possession of my first try at roak:1ng bi:ro. 
houses. I remember it was a crude affair -- being about two feet high, 
and made from a wooden well ca.sing. The entrance hole for the Bluebirds 
was through a slot that had been cut for the pump handle. The Bluebirds 
must have liked it as it was used by them for years. 

March 2 •••• Decided I had better be checking on the Bluebirds 
sleeping in the yard nest-box today. I had tucked a piece of plastic 
screen in the entrance hole last night (so as not to shut off ventilation) 
after they had gone to roost. This is about as late as they roost in a 
group here. Only five were in the box so one was already staying as 
guard at his selected nesting site somewhere in the vicinity. Three were 
males and, 1n proper light, that beautiful blue is beyond description. 
Two wore barns. One ma.le (32-185163) had been banded as a nestling on 
August 18, 1963 in a nest-box less than 100 yards from the :roosting box. 
The banded female was the mother of the banded male. She had been banded 
July 3, 1963 and caught later on (on two different occasions) with her 
young in water-drip traps when the whole family traveled together. 

March 3 •••• Saw the first Redwinged Blackbird (of the new year) 
flying east at 9:15 a.m. and another fiying northeast at 9:29 a.m. To me, 
migration is the most interesting part of bird study, and the first 
arrivals of the blackbird family are easy to observe since they are so 
easily seen, do not fly at great heights, are daytime migrants, and 
usually give a call note as they fly along. 

March 5 •••• 52 degrees a.m.; wind sw. Some migration early this 
morning but windy after 7 :30 a.m. 

7:00 a.m. - one Starling f'lying due north 
7 :05 a.m. - five Starlings fiying northeast 
7:15 a.m. - one Robin fiying northeast 




