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BANDING BULLOCK'S ORIOLE ON LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
By LeRoy Wilcox 

A Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii) appeared at a feedin g station 
at castport, L. r., on December 12, 1963, feeding mainly on suet and later 

Thi feedin g station is maintained by nzy-brother-i n-law, Allan 
on grapes. s b. d th t various 
Robinson who has allo.,ed me to band some of the 1r s ere a 
t imes. A Summer Tanager, a rather rare bird on L. I.• was _banded there on 
April 28, 1961, and 141 Redpolls were banded in 2 days in r,.arch, 1960. 

As I had already banded over 2UU species I was a.nxious to add one 
more to tlle list. 1/e ,1ere eager to add this rare species to . our annual 
central Suffolk Audubon Christmas census, so I delayed trapping the 
Oriol fl until December 20, on which date it was tr apped , banded and 
photo nraphed. The bird did not mind the handling, as it w~s back e~ting 
suet in 5 minutes after it was banded and released. The 1-;1-ng measul ed 
96 mm. and the ta il 74. It was still prese nt when this ~as writ te n 
(March 4, 1964) and was apparently an immat ure male ~~th black thr oat. 

There has been an increase in observa t ions of this species in recent 
years i~ the Northeast. see Auk of January, 1964, where 4 specimens w?re 
reported taken in Massachusetts in 1957, 1960 and about 9 others seen in 

1949, 1951, 1953, 1955, 1956, 1958 and 1959. J. L. Peters •,;rote: "the 
black t hroat i s occasionally found in females. " But Geor ge l'C. Sutton 
beli eves th at no true f e.~ale i s ever black-throated. Apparently more 
re search is needed on pluma~es of this bir d. A Jalti.Jnore Oriole was 
al so pr ese nt with the 3ullock 1 s at Eastport in Januar y and t•e~rua_ry. The 

most noti '!eabl e dif f er enc,~ bet 1-1een th a two spe c1.as was the white oelly an<:l 
grea te r :11.,ount ~ 1,ihit e in t hd wi.ng of the Bull ock's. This is the f ir st 
defi nit~ r ecor d of t he J ulloc k ' s Oriole for the •le · York City re gion and 
Lonf! l nlan • 
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~ Life of Birds. Joel Carl Welty, 196). Alfred Knopf, New York. $12.95 

The jacket blurb on this book states: "A comprehensive survey of all 
that is known about birds - a permanent ref erence book for bird enthusiasts 
that is a joy to read." This sounds so impossible that it may seem as if 
the publisher had indulged in extravagant and wishful thinking. Yet I came 
across a review of this book in which the critic claimed it was hard for him 
to remember that he was not a press agent. 

Since I don't claim to be a proper reviewer I can be enthusiastic 
without restraint. t't}r first reaction was that the author must have read 
everything that has ever been written about birds since the dawn of history. 
Although this seems an impossible feat, the book is super-comprehensive. 

There are too many scientists who do not possess a facile enough command 
of the English language to present their research findings either effectively 
or popularly. Dr. Welty is a master of word use, and his book could be 
recommended as an English lesson in terseness and clarity. Its perusal 
and comprehension are painless, the text flows like a fascinating m.vstery 
story with new ideas confronting the reader on every page. There is 
effective combining of economy of words with picturesque phrasing. And, 
like raisins in a pudding, there are frequent delightful bits of humor. 

In a brief introductory paragraph Dr. Welty speaks of the unevenness 
in the quality of ornithological writings: from "ecstatic, subjective, 
undependable pieces about 'our little feathered friends' to erudite and 
accurate, but sometimes stuffy treatises on such themes as the metabolic 
uptake of radioactive isotopes. '" 

He goes on to note that orni tholo 5bts are not included in scientific 
societies, "not worthy of the ran'-< in academic 'peck order• that is accorded 
even to a specialist in tapeworms." Are you as horrified as I am by this 
incredible state of affairs? 

Of course I'd like to gather you around and read the book aloud so that 
,1e could marvel together at this and chuckle at that. I 01stead I must choose 
only a few sparklers from the bulging treasure chest. There is mention of 
the Orpin .~t on cllicken which was a laying hen for three and a half years, 
When it became a rooster and sired two chicks. Welty thinks the ovary was 




