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tnis box - probably because it is roorey- (5 11x6••). They have used this box 

other winters too. I always clean it out every fall and put in a two 

inch layer of grass to help v-ve them wannth on zero nights. It doesn't 

take lon g for all of them to get in the box~ This afternoon they came in 

from their feedin e grounds across the valley and lined up on the electric 

wires at J:40 p.m. Within five minut es they were all in th e box for the 

night. I am always glad to see them use this box instead of sleeping under 

the eaves of the buildings where a Screech Owl may find them. I have found 

Bluebird feathers on the gro und under these roosts, 

January 29 •••• Recorded a new bird in our yard today - the White­

winged Crossbil l. I first noticed it at 11:20 a.m. feeding on the Hemlock 

cones as I was going to the mailbox. I slowly backed away and ran to the 

house for my bi noculars to be sure it ·.-•as the Crossbill I had been looking 

for. They had been reported from the NP.w England states last fall . In 

Dece1nber, Mrs. Ralph Kent of Westerlo , New York (in writing about White­

crowns) had commented about these Crossbills bein g i n that area. Then 

Bernard Van Cleve of the Pittsburgh Audubon Society had to l d me by phone 

of them bein 6 seen in the Pittsburgh area. They were getting closer and 

I began checking Hemlocks within 20 miles as I delivered eggs to stores. 

What a pleasant surprise to find one in the yard. It proved to be unafrai d 

and would allow me to approach within four feet. I went to get a net and 

while putting it up nine more came in from the surrounding evergreens. Two 

hit the net and were banded. 

January Jl • • • • Six White- winged Crossbills here today. They were all 

on the ground eatin~ the fallen Hemlock cones . While I was watching them 

they came to a patch of snow near me (in the shade of a small spruce) and 

all of them ate snow for .t.least a minute, proving that water is no problem 

in the frozen north. I put th e net up and soon caught all s-J.x of them . 'l'wo 

were adult males, two sub-adult males and two were females or immatures. 

The fat classes were as follow s: one fat adult male was given a rating of 

J; three birds were classed as 2 and two birds ~ere given a fat ratin g of 1, 

I wish now that I had checked them all to see which way their bills were 

crossed (and corresponding amount of f at) . Of those checked , two had 1o,,)er 

mandibles crossed to t he ri ght and the other one was crossed to th e l eft, 

February 5 •••• t~ hi gh school buddy Ralph Horn (1,•ho helped with my 

Barn Swallow studies) and I went to Deer Lake today. This lake is about 

25 miles east of here on top of Chestnut Ridge of the Allegheny Mountain 

chain. We wanted to put up some Tree Swallow boxes before the ice melted 

and made things more difficult. I will comment further on this proj ect at 

a later date. 

February 29 •••• Mrs . 3ell and I t-•ent to the annual mid-winter 

meetin g and banquet of the 8rooks Bird Club. It was held at beautiful 

Oe:lebay Park near 1-'heelinr; , West Virginia. A wonderful group of birders 

were there. The following members of EBBA were present: Dr . Harold E. 

Burtt; Mr. and Mrs. }eorr,e oallentine; Art Tunnell ; Dr. ".eorf!e Hall; C'.arol 

Hand; Nrs . Pm. Katholi; Lloyd Kiff ; Toro Olsen; and Ann Shreve , 
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BIRD BANDING IN TRINIDAD 
Oy c. 3ro oke Worth 

Since July, 1963, I have been tempted to send a note to •~fuo is 

Banding the Uost of What," but icy conscience insisted that this would be 

unfair. Who i n E3BA could compete with ite.ms such as the Smooth-billed 

Ani, Pygmy Kingfisher, Hufous-tailed Jacamar or Ochreous-bellied 

;:oodcreeper , to mention only a few of the exotic species I have been banding? 

All this is part of our pro gram, at the Trinidad Regional Virus 

L,aboratory, to study birds in relation to eastern equine encephalitis. 

The banding aspect has two points of interest. One is sinmly to gain an 

idea of the density and m.ovements of tropical bird populations. The other 

is to detect recent virus activity in individual birds by obtain in g 

successive blood samples at times of repeated trapping. If the blood 

specimen is negative on one occasion but positive later, one can concl ude 

that ~he bird expe1'ienced an infection durin g the interval bet-i..·een bleedings. 

This 1n tu1:' is evidence that virus transmission, presumably by mosquitoes, 

bad been J!01ng on recently, and that a current threat to the health of human 

beings and horses might exist. 

The Fish and l·lildlife Servi.ca have kindly granted me ptmnission to use 

their bands . We are working on another scheme to make similar studies in 

Jamaica, again tdth F & \ti bands. This makes it all the more interestin g 

eince some :{orth American m16rants (chiefly the Northern Waterthrush in ' 

Trinidad) are included, and their recovery in th e United states or Canada 

would be most exciting. 

Bird netting in open areas such as cocoa plantations or scrubby pastures 

i s fairly rewarding , but in the rain forest it is slow indeed. One looks 

longi ngly up into the canopy where birds seem to be more abundant. So id,Y 

not ri g up some nets that can be raised and lowered on pulleys? That is 

exactly what we are doing, The first net is already opera ting and ha 5 

caught a few birds about 4-0 feet above ground l evel. A second net ,~ill be 

suspended from 70-foot towers . The only thing I dread is catching treetop 

parrots, for they can bite like pruning shears, and in any case they would 

probably remove their bands with a single snip. 

It is too bad that hummingbirds can not be banded. In an attempt to 

st u~y their movements, I have been clipping one primary, beginning with the 

outermost one on the ri ght and then continuing on the left wing . Naturally 

the feathers will be lost by molting, but for a while this practice enables 

one to reco gnize individual birds. Up to the present time I have marked 

about 40 humroers of five species and have had two repeats. One bummer was 

a li st-lister ! 

The work i s only in the first stages and will 

interesting infonnation as it progresses. 1-lit hout 

fddi tional tidbits for futur e issues of EBBA :,J"iWS. 
0 send the111 to "Who i s Bandin rr the t~ost of What. 11 

undoubtedly yield much 
question it wil l provide 
However , I promise not 




