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REPLY BY G. HAPGOOD PARKS 
(see preceding page) 

I feel that there is no need to justify my story on the "Effect of 
sprayed Pesticide on Evening Grosbeak Nesting Area," but since you have 
requested an answer, here it isi 

1. The article in question was not written as a complete report on 
a scientific study. Rather, it was offered to a group of readers most of 
whom were already acquainted with the study, as a summary of the comparative 
results obtained by our extention of that same study into a second season. 
ft" notebooks hold adequate observations to have filled that entire issue 
of EBBA NEWS, but publishing them would not have altered even one of the 
facts in the summary. 

2. Al.though our critic does not express himself in the manner of a 
person who would care to be convinced, I wish that he could know that the 
experience we had with the effect of spraying in Quebec is not an isolated 
one. In fact, I have just completed my share of a joint report in 
conjunction with Dr. J. Robert Blais, forest entomologist for the Quebec 
Deparunent of Forestry. Dr. Blais was in charge of the forest survey 
which culminated in tbe spraying episode about which I have written. Our 
joint paper, entitled "Interaction of Evening Grosbeak and Spruce Bud.worm 
in a localized Budworm Outbreak Treated with DDT in Quebec," will be 
submitted for publication in the "Canadian Journal of Zoology." Interest­
ingly enough, it was the report which has agitated Mr. Hall so greatly 
that inspired Dr. Blais to suggest that he and I combine our observations 
in this joint paper. Dr. Blais has been actively associated with the 
study and control of the spruce budworm for more than ten years. Whereas 
he finds that controlled spraying is essential in the control of epidemic 
infestations, he credits natural control factors, including birds, for 
final eradication of this destructive pest. In correspondence prior to 
our 1963 return to 39-mile Camp, Dr. Blais predicted a reduction in the 
sprayed area's Evening Grosbeak population, so our report was no surprise 
to him. In our joint paper he describes a similar situation which he 
observed near the Rimouski River where spraying was done during 1961, as 
follows: "In 1960 and 1961 large flocks of evening grosbeaks were seen 
almost each day in the latter part of June and early July pecking the 
earth outside a cookery. In those years budwonn populations were high 
in the immediate vicinity of the Depot Camp. In 1962 the budwonn had 
returned to endemic conditions in the surrounding area of the Depot Camp 
and not one evening grosbeak was seen near the camp." Allow me to add 
just this: I feel that only those persons who visited the Patapedia river 
area during June and July of the springs prior to 1963 can even dream of 
the almost unbelievable concentration of Evening Grosbeaks in that 
wilderness. (Ben and Via.ry Shaub, as well a s Mrs. Parks and I were there 
briefly, without banding equipment, in 1961.) Had we possessed adequate 
ban~s in 1962 our banding total could certainly have become at least 1000, 
We went back with 1000 bands in 1963, but we returned 995 of them to the 
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Canadian i1lildlife Service, unused. THB BIRDS JUST WERE NOT THER"E -­
and neither were the spruce budwonns which the Evening Grosbeaks had 
sought as food for themselves and for their young. 

99 Warrenton Avenue, Hartford 5, Connecticut 
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CORRECTIONS 

A typographical error crept into Joseph J. Mahoney Jr.•s article, 
"Millet Food Patch Attracts Bobolinks." The last sentence of paragraph 2, 
page 2)2, Nov-Dec. issue, should have read: "Over 2Q% of the birds netted 
and aged proved to be immature •• •" -- not 20~. 

And two persons noted that we had called Bob McCullough's interesting 
picture of a hawk "a Pigeon Hawk". It is a Sharpie. Our face is red. • • 

--~-
~--

PICTURE CONTEST AWARD 

James Richardson is the Picture Contest Award winner this issue for 
his fine photographs illustrating his article, "A Tern Banding Project 
at the Dry Tortugas, 11 which begins on page 5 of this issue. 

SOME HINTS ON TRAP JV..AKING 
By Frank P. Frazier 

Yeeful .Tofil and ?< a teri al 
Tr ap s c an be made with the tools found in every home -- but there 

are some additional tools that can help do the job better and more 
quickly. They include: 

Magnetic head tack hammer 
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Squeeze Klips and Pliers 
( see page 47) 

Nail cutters 
Electric bell wire (or equivalent) 
#12 & #14 gnlvanized wire 

Long-nosed pliers (for triggers, etc.) 

Materials to use include: galvaniz ed wel ded wire mesh, ½ x 1 ", 
16 gauge (best for small traps); ½ or 3/4 11 har dware cloth (easier to 
bend, but more apt to skin birds I noses than t he wi re mesh); mason 
board (if a fioor is desired for use on snow -- or other reason; insect 
wire ( for holding in seed). 

Safe ty Prec aut i ons 
Be sur e th ere are no sharp edges or points in your trap that might 

injure the bird (or the bander - when removing the bird from the trap). 
Trap walls should be made so a bird cannot extend a wing through far 
enough to injure itself. 

Do not fasten joints with "pigtails 11 - wrap wire around, or solder 
so that there can be no sharp points or edges. 

Noise 
-Try to construct both automatic and pull string type traps so that 
they make the least possible noise -- since noise is apt to scare birds 
about to enter other traps in the vic:tnity. 

Strength 
Traps should be strongly made so that they will give good service for 

a reasonable length of time. Traps must be strong enough to function 
properly under much handling - :md despite the esc ape efforts of small 
maminals (squirrels, for example) • Non-rusting material should be used 
where possible, and the tr ap painted. (We find that Rustoleum, black, in 
a spray can - two coats - does the job efficiently and easily.) 

M,_ake ~ Setting of Trans Easy 
A bander should be able to set traps with one hand. Proper planning 

or triggers, doors, and de-activ ating devices will mnke this operation 
simple and rapid. To de-activate automatic traps , a length of stiffish 
wire (such as cut from a wire coat hanger) thrust through the open mesh 
door and through the back of the trap will hold doors open and hasten 
the job of resetting. 

424 Highland Ave., Upper Montclair, New Jersey 




