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Back in the old Biological survey days life was less hectic than it 
is now. If a bander tagged several hundred birds a year, his name got on 
a LIST. There was, of course, the Austin Research Station banding 
thousands of birds; and there were a few independent banders like the 
Middletons and Peppers who ventured into the thousands, but most of us 
felt well pleased with our modest totals. 

Dr. Lincoln not only managed the banding oftice, but found time to 
travel round the country visiting individual banders. My husband and I 
had the privilege of having him and Mrs. Lincoln as house guests and of 
taking them round to near by banding stations. 

Furthennore Dr. Lincoln managed to write an authoritative book on 
migration, based on the data that accumulated in the banding files. He 
developed the concept of migration fiyways. subsequent studies have 
modified these concepts, particularly in the case of waterfowl, but we 
have come to mak;e use of the flyway theory from a geographical standpoint 
in making our banding reports. 

"The Migration of American Birds" first appeared in a limited edition 
between hard covers. It was generously illustrated: partly with some of 
the New York State Museum colored plates by Fuertes, which had no 
particular connection with the subject matter but added to the attractive
ness of the book; and partly by maps of great interest. There are maps 
showing the major flyways; maps showing the migration routes o:t individual 
species such as the golden plover ~d arctic tem; maps showing isochronal 
migration lines of individual species; maps showing distribution and 
migration of individual species. 

The first chapter titled "Historical" considers some of the early 
and quaint theories concerning migration, and ends with a brief survey of 
the growth of migration study in the United States which culminated in the 
establishment of the Bureau of Biological Survey, the forerunner of the 
present Fish and Wildlife Service. Various phases of migration are 
considered in subsequent chapters. The chapter on bird banding contains 
a list of individual banded birds "chosen as illustrating flights of 
unusual lengths, giving definite evidence of longevity, or of the homing 
instinct or including some other feature that marks them as outstanding 
additions to our knowledge of migration." 

A pamphlet edition of this book was issued by the Government Printing 
Offi.ce as Circular 16 of the Fish and Wildlife Service, and it may be stil l 
possible to secure a copy by applying to the superintendent of Documents. 

When you consider that this book was. published in 1939 before mist 
nets came into l.lse, and that the amount of banding data has increased 
exceedingly since that date, you inevitably wish that an up-to-date survey. 
of the migration of American birds might be made. It is my impression 

NEEL - Albino Junco 

that any such work that has been done· has been largely concerned with 
game birds and waterfowl. Here is a made-to-order project for a doctor• s 
thesis or a foundation research. Opportunity is knocking at someone's 
door. · 

-- Mabel Gillespie 

"white Junco with dark eyes" 
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Mr. & Mrs. Charles (Chip & Chuck) Neel netted and banded the albino 
Junco pictured above during their 8 days at Island Beach Operation Recov
ery, October 12 to 19. They report that the band number was 106-94579 -
and hope that any member who should happen to capture it will get in touch 
with them. 

Chip and Chuck Neel, incidentally, banded more than 2,000 birds 
duri,ng the 8 days they "vacationed" at IBOR, including the first Marsh 
"'-Wk and the first 5 Pine Siskins ever netted at IBOR. 




