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in one of my water-drip traps. In this trap were perhaps 10 other bi rds, 
most ly Chippi ng and Fiel d Sparrows. But one bird seemed quite excite d 
and gave a chip somethin g like an Indigo Bunting •••• only much loude r 
and more coarse. Although I had never seen one, the English Sparrow size, 
yellowish on the breast, chestnut on the bend of the wing, and a black 
stripe down each side of the throat, made me immediately decide it must 
be a Dickcissel. As it was a new bird for me, I took it to the house and 
consulted Peterson to be sure. 

November 2 •••• Pete, our Red-tailed Hawk came for food this 
afternoon during a snowstorm. As the hunting season starts next Monday, 
I decided to catch him and put him in the pen where he stayed last winter. 
Since it is illegal to keep Red-tails captive in this state, our local 
game warden , had taken Pete from some boys over a year ago and brought him 
to us. We agreed to t:cy and train him to go on his own. Pete was given 
his freedom this past swmner, but came back periodically for food. The 
longest time he ever stayed away was 11 days, but we could usually tell 
where he was as the local Crows had a round with him eve:cy morning. As 
fall approached and the migrant Crows came in, Pete had a rougher time of 
it, as perhaps 100 Crows would assemble at a time. Pete is fearless of man, 
and we are especially afraid he will get shot when the leaves are off the 
trees, but we want to release him by the first of Februa:cy as Red-tails 
select a mate about that time in this area. In fact, they often start 
their nest before the end of Februa:cy. Usually their nests are in a large 
oak tree (often white oak) and on the northward facing slope of a hill, 
but not always. The nest tree is usually in a large woods, but I once 
knew of a nest in a lone tree in a pasture field. 

November 11 • • • • Received EBBA NEWS today, and one can easily see why 
the membership has grown so fast in recent years. I had to chuckle over 
the picture of Carol Bullard, with revolver and dead snake. I believe it 
should win the prize as the most unusual picture to appear in EBBA NEWS 
for some time. 

December 6 •••• Gerald Turner, the only mailman I have ever known 
(except when I was away in college) made his last trip today. He had 
complet ed 40 years of service, and to add a "touch" to his last trip 
Gerald drove a 1924 "Model T" Ford. The "Model T" made the rounds without 
a "hitch," but a modern car followed just in case of trouble. To fann 
frunilies years ago, the mailman was the link with the outside world, and 
was looked upon as a friend indeed. 1'ty' first memories of Gerald are or 
seeing him trudging through the deep snow to bring our mail. Roads N,ere 
not immediately cleared in those days, and our mailman took short cuts _ 
across the fields and delivered mail to at least some patrons each day. 

December 20 • • • • Christmas tree customers are really coming in earnest 
now. Our best sellers are Scotch, Austrian, and White Pine trees. I t:cy 
and keep some of each kind cut and brought down to the house, but the 
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customers keep coming so fast, many have to drive up in the fields to pick 
one still standing . Some like to do this anyway and may spend several 
hours (on warm day s) trying to pick t he perfect tree. The ground was 
frozen this year, which was helpful. Last ye~r there was too much snow 
and the year before too much mud. 
Happy New Year ••• banders all. 

R. D. 1, Box 142, C_larksburg, Pennsylvania 

WING-TAIL MEASUREMENTS OF BLACK-CAPPED AND CAROLINA CHICKADEES --- - .- -
(From a paper by Stephen w. Simon first published in Maryland Birdlife 
for ,March, 1959) - (Reprinted from EBBA Workshop Manual, Vol. 2, 196J) 

The following table shows the Wing-Tail measurements of Black-Capped 
and Garolina Chickadees banded at Monkton, Md., between 1954 and 1959. 
The measurements were to the nearest 0.5 mm. For convenience, in the 
table the 0.5 measurements were raised to the next 1.0 mm. (The 6 
Carolinas and 9 Black-caps measured at Laurel by Robbins during the 
win ter of 1957-58 fall in the same pattern as the Monkton birds.) 

Tail 
mm. 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 

56 1 l 
57 2 
58 1 2 1 ~-capped 
59 1 2 3 
60 2 1 1 1 2 
61 1 2 3 2 1 1 

~ n8. 62 4 5 3 4 4 5 1 
63 6 3 1 3 l 2 
64 1 1 1 l 1 
65 1 1 3 l l 
66 Carolina 1 1 l l 
67 3 1 
68 1 




