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THOMAS BROUSSEAU 
with Evening Grosbeak 

FINAL CHAPTER IN THE BROUSSEAU STORY 
By G. Hapgood Parks 

The name of Monsieur Thomas Brousseau is well known to many bird 
banders, especially those among us who have banded Evening Grosbeaks. 

M. Brousseau was the French-Ganadian woodsman who shot large
numbers of Evening Grosbeaks after having been misinformed that the 
Fish and Wildlife Service was desirous of obtaining the infonnation 
carried by the bands on their tarsi, by whatever means. 

Some birders, failing to comprehend the entire story, have maligned 
this· man as a slaughterer of Evening Grosbeaks. Our own intimate contacts 
with him, however, taught us that this talented man of the Canadian bush 
hid a gentle heart and a wann, beneficent character under his unpolished 
exterior. Although he lived in large part on the products of Nature's 
cornucopia, his conduct was essentially that of a strict consel'V'ationist. 

On August 12, 1963, Thomas ("Pete") Brousseau found it necessary to 
travel from his iaolated camp to the city of Amqui (Ma.tapedia county, P. 
Quebec). While crossing one of the streets in that city on foot he was 
struck down by a speeding automobile. Mortally injured, Pete died i�,the·
Amqui hospital on August 19. 

With his tragic passing we believe very strongly that the Evening 
Grosbeaks have lost a friend and champion. 
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REICHERT - Binocular as a Magnifier 

USING THE BINOCULAR AS A MAGNIFIER 
By The Reicherts 

Reprinted from EBBA NEWS (1958) 21(1):J-4 

All of you, when you work at your banding traps, undoubtedly keep 
your binoculars handy. And perhaps you sometimes wish you could convert 
the glasses into a magnifier for close examination of a bird band. You 
can easily do this by looking through one side of the binocular the 
reverse way;, .with the bird band about 1 - l½ inches from the m, � of 
the binocular. But -- to an amazing extent -- the magnification you 
obtain depends primarily ON YOUR EYES I Whether a 6x or an Bx makes 11 ttle 
difference; what matters is your ability to focus on close objects ••• in 
short, on your "reading distance." The following figures (based on a 6x) 
are indeed astonishing: 

If your reading distance is 10 inches, you see the band magnified 
6 times. But if you hold print 20 inches away to see it clearly, the 
magnification is J; if JO inches, the magnification in only 21 However, 
if your reading distance is much over 10 inches, you doubtless use reading 
glasses, or wear bi-focals. If so, when you use your binocular as a 
magnifier, look through your reading glasses or the lower (reading) part 
of your bi-focals. You will obtain higher magnification -- probably the 
full 6 power. 

Also, the further out you screw the bridge of the binocular, the 
greater the magnification. Few glasses can be screwed out as far as is 
desirable. So we, with the facilities of' our Shop, modify 6 of our models 
so you can screw out the bridge much farther than when the binocular left 
the factory. When you use such a glass as a magnifier you obtain the 
maximum magnification. 

Should you wish to have your hands free to handle the bird band 
,mile you use the binocular as a magnifier, rig up some sort of a stand 
to support the binocular. We can furnish a clamp that fastens on the 
center post or the binocular and need not be removed when you put the 
glasses in the leather case. The other end is threaded to fit on any 
standard tripod, or on a screw that you can readily obtain and install 
in a stand of your own devising. 

It you are a bird watcher, as well as a bander, binoculars with an 
extended focusing range will fill a long felt need. How close can you 
see birds clearly through yours? 25 feet? 20 feet, perhaps? With these 
glasses of ours you can see down to 9 to 12 feet -- even if your eyes 
have very little reading accomodationl So great is the demand among 
birders for this close-up feature that we do the work at no extra charge 
-- as one of our contributions to the cause of better birding. 
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