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·/Jarbler 
Bay-breasted 26(1):16-17,22; 26(4):132 
Blackburnian 26 (1) :16-17 
Blackpoll 26(1):16-17,22; 26(4):132; 26(5):183 
Black-throated Blue 26(1):16-17,22; 26(4):131 
Black-throated Gray 26(5) :173 
3lack-throated Green 26(1):16-17; 26(4):132 
alack and White 26(1):16-17,22; 26(4):131,167 
Blue-win ged 26(1):16-17; 26(3):l06(Rt) ; 26(5):205 
Canada 26(1) :16-17 
Cape Hay 26(1) :16-17,22; 26(4) :131 
Cerulean 26(1) :16-17 
Chestnut-sided 26(1):16-17; 26(4):132 
Connecticut 26(1):16-17; 26(4):132 
Golden-winged 26(1):16-17; 26(5):205 
Magnolia 26(1):16-17,22; 26(4):131 
Mournin g 26 (1 ) : 16-17 
1-Jyrtle 26(1) :16-17,22; 26(2) :60; 26(4) :131 
Nashville 26(1):16-17,22; 26(4):131,134(Rc) 
No. Waterthrush 26(1) :16-17, 23; 26(4) :132 
Orange-crowned 26(4):131, 134 
Ovenbird 26(1) :16-17,23; 26(4) :132 
Palm 26(1):16-17,23; 26(4):132 
Parula 26(1) :16-17; 26(4) :lJl 
Pine 26(1):16-17 
Prairie 26(1 ) :16-17,23; 26(4) :132 
Prothonotary 26(5):191 
Redstart, American 26(1) :16-17,23; 26(4) :132 
Tennessee 26(1):16-17,22; 26(4):lJl 
Virginia's 26(5):173 
':Jilson's 26(1 ):16-17; 26(4):132 
Yello w 26( 1 ):16-17; 26(4):lJl 
Yellow-throat 26(1):16-17,23; 26(4):132 
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Yellow-throated 26(5) :173 
1-JARD, Rodman 26(5) :171 "The Song of the Carolina Chickadee

11 

'~iAH.S, R. E . 26(6) :225-226 "Age Record - Rufous-sided Towhee
11 

:~axwing , Cedar 26(1) :12,16-17; 26(4) :lJl,133 
WEILAND, Edwin C. 26(1) :11 "Hawk and Snowy Owl Reports Wanted" 

26(5) :205-206 111-!ichigan Bird Banders Association 
Band-Out" 

;.lhat Returned to Whom 26(1 ) :30-Jl; 26(6) :239-240 
1t.lhimbrel 26(3) :102 
'lho Banded What? 26 (3 ) 196-97: 26(4):152-154; 26(5):189-190 
WILCOX, Leroy 26(3) :94-95 "Capturing Sleeping flickers" 
\voodcock, American 26(5 ) :184 
~o~e~er ) (Rt) Downy 26(1):14-15,23,35(Rt); 26(3):94; 26(4 :125 ; 

26(4) :131 
Hairy 26(1) :14-15,23; 26(3) :94 

Nov-Dec 1963 

Woodpecker (cont.) 
Pileated 
Red-bellied 
Red-headed 

Workshop 
Workshop Committee 
WORTH, C. Brooke 

Wren 
Carolina 
House 
~~rsh, Long-billed 
Winter 

Yellowlegs 
Greater 
Lesser 
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26(3) :90 
26 (1):J5(Ph); 26(2):60 
26(1 )14-15 
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26(2) :40-42; 26 (3) :91-92; 26(4): 1 J8, 140, 146-151 
see Cornmi ttee 
26(4): 165 "The Continuing Armistice between Ornith­

ology and Medical Research" 

26 (1):14-15 
26 ( 1 ) : 1 4-1 5 
26(1 ):23 
26 ( 1 ) : 1 4-1 5 
26(4) :158 
26(1 ) : 22 
26(3) :103 

MILLET FOOD PATCH ATTRACTS oOBOLINKS 
By Joseph J. Mahoney, Jr. 

Last spring an experimental two acre wildlife foor patch of corn and 
millet was planted at the Norman Bird Sanctuary in Middletown, Rhode Island 
on the southeast tip of Aquidneck Island. The purpose of the planting 
was threefold. 

First, it was planted to arrest erosion and rebuild topsoil which 
had been depleted through unwise fanning practices on a rather steep hill. 
Secondly! it was intended to serve as an example of good fanning practices 
as a strip crop. contour plowed field. Thirdly, as indicated above, it 
i,Jas meant to provide food for migratory and resident birds. Happily, the 
area has been successful in all three respects. It is the third mentioned 
purpose with which this article is concerned. 

On August 27, a large flock of migrating Bobolinks was seen in the 
food patch. Two Japanese must nets were set in one of the millet r-ows 
and by the end of the day ( 16 net hours) 31 of the "rice birds" had. been 
captured, banded, and released. Examination if a few birds collected as 
reference skins showed that the collected birds, at least had fed almost 
entirely on millet. ' 
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Because the nocks moved around a great deal, new arrivals and depart,. 
ing flocks were not oft en not iced. Thus, we have no accurate collilt of the 
Bobolinks that visited our fo od patch. However, we es timat e that roughly 
2,000 of these dark striped yellow-olive blackbirds passed through between 
August 27 and September 11. At the time of this writi ng (September 17) 
small nocks are still with us, but high winds and frequent rain have 
made netting impossible. 

Some males were found to have a few black feathers on the chin and 
throat, and these birds were always among the larger Bobolinks netted. 
For the most part, however, all ages and sexes would be inseparable to 
the novice. Skull ossification (checked through the skin of captive 
birds) and differences in shade between the greater and primary wing 
coverts were used to age the birds. Over 20% of the birds netted and 
aged proved to be immature. 

Netting continued during August with daily success varying between 
22 and 48 birds. Net hours varied also but usually amounted to 16 to 
21 hours per day. Arter the first of September, the daily catch rose 
steadily until,on th~ 7th, 147 were netted, banded, measured, and released 
in J3 net hours. However, after that peak, the number of birds netted 
dropped sharply even though the number of net hours was increased. An 
example was September 9, when only 55 Bobolinks were taken in 50 net hours. 
On September 11, only 9 of our once nl.Ull.ero us visitors were banded. A very 
small percentage of recaptures indic ates t hat individ ual birds were not 
staying long with us. Of the 549 Boboli nks banded by Robert Woodruff , 
Lionel Peabody, Richard Feren, and th e wri ter, only 5 were recaptured . 

According to James Baird, fonner Sanctuary director, almost all the 
Bobolinks banded by Sanctuary personnel in t he pa st ten years had been 
captured in a nearby marsh, where these and other blackbirds roost. The 
roosting birds and high-fiying migrants acco unted for most of the Bob­
olinks seen on Aquidneck Island before this August. 

Other birds netted in the mille t field during this pe ri od were: 
5 Catbirds, 14 Redwinged Blackbirds, J Indigo Buntings, 4 Dickcis sels, 
99 Goldfinches, 11 Savannah Sparrows , and 25 Song Sparrows . ~re unlikely 
visitors netted in our millet strips were J Jh.1.mm.ingbirds, a Black and White 
Warbler, and a Connecticut Warbler. 

Now that the peak of the Bobolink mi~ra.tion has passed, our netting 
efforts are shifting more to the Sanctuary's woodlands, but we look for­
ward to even more promising netting activity when the Bobolink flocks 
return next August. 

Sigma Pi, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, R.I. 
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Don Bleitz, president of the Bleitz Wildlife 

NEbll' Foundation~ writes: "I'm enclosing a sample of 
ff\) the mono-filament webbing. This is made for a 

in h,iel hairnet and the only problem is that is is made 
in maximum widths of 3 feet. They must change 
their machines to make the webbing 8•-6 11 wide 
for our 7 foot nets. They are working on an 

alternation in thei 7 machine in order to do this for me. If you will 
stretch.this mono-filament net out you will quickly detennine that any 
small bird which hits it will be caught. It is plenty heavy enough to 
hold up to thrush size birds without difficulty. 11 

_::::lfa... Chuck and Chip Neel write: ''While we were at Island Beach 
we netted and banded a Marsh Hawk, a new bird for Operation 
Recovery there ••• also netted and banded 5 Pine Siskins 

that had never been caught there before, so you can see we real:Vhad more 
than our share of luck." 

warblers . 

"Our Operation Recovery station (at Powdermill Nature 
Reserve, Rector, Pa.) has been reasonably successful here 
this autumn," writes Bob Leberman -- "particularly with 

Most amazing, however, was our 1963 Hummingbird total __ 360111" 

Gladys (Mrs. Richard D.) Cole, of Towson Maryland has 
become EBBA's tenth Life Member. Beside; being an'active 
bander herself, Gladys Cole takes considerable interest 

in teaching young persons what banding is all about. We hope to have an 
article on this for publication in EBBA News not too long from now. 

EBBA's Treasurer asks us to remind banders that membership 
cards are only sent to~ members. Persons who pay their 
dues to renew their membership no longer receive cards 

This action was taken at the 1958 annual meeting in order to save exp;nse. 
EBBA members do not realize, perhaps, that the current cost of printing 
and mailing EBBA News (now that we are printing some 48 pages per issue) 
is in excess of $).00 annually per member. 

interesting 

Since we are back on schedule with this issue, we trust it 
will be received by members in time to carry our heartfelt 
wishes for a most Merry Christmas and a New Year that holds 

banding and encouraging results forall of us. 

Deadline for the January-February issue is January 13th. 
Already scheduled for this issue: "A Tern-Banding Project 
at the Dry Tortugas" by James Richardson; new regular 

features will include "A Bird Bander's Diary" by Ralph K. Bell and a 
Book Review Department edited (we hope) by Mabel Gillespie. 




