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BANDING OF PURPLE FINCHES AT WESTPORT POINT, MASS.
DURING SPRING AND SUMMER OF 1963
By Malcolm Oakes

During the spring and summer of 1963, 1 banded 645 Purple Finches,
more than during any similar period since 1 started banding in 1958,
Returns from previous years were also substantial, 125 birds (44 in ful)
nale plumage and 84 in brown plunage) OF 37% of the 436 birds banded in
1962, Tuo very active days were 23rd when 1 panded 40 new blrds,
had 7 retumns and k6 repeats, 2 total of 93 virds, and August 24th when
3 new birds were panded, with 3 returns and 81 one~time repeats, 2 total
of 114 different purple Finches. Tn addition, 1 5 of the 81 vepeats were

trapped twice on that day.
SUMMARY OF PURPLE FINCHES BANDED SINCE 1958

NO. of Birds
No. of Days No. of Birds Which Returned
Year Banding Banded in 1963 '
1958 5 L2 0
1959 17 190 6
1960 L5 170 15
1961 39 * 110 21
1962 92 336 81
1963 _%z 65 —2
265 1493 125
% A correction from previous reports.
[ETAILS OF BANDING BX MONTHS DURING 1963
*®
Repeats 1T
No. of Days New Birds Returns After less than
Month Banding Banded 90 Days 00 days
April 2 38 36 12
May 2 3 39 3L
June 6 18 15 L
July 16 166 23 211
August 22 20k 8 304
September 16 %Bli . 632
&7 5 125 1234

* Figures on the number of times different birds repeated in 1963

are available.
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- my report last year, I noted th ; )
5’2?21?,2?,;“:; banegljd in 1962 after July 1st, 40 %L‘éi iﬁngg?m i;r;&ly e
i stinguished ?rﬁm tgw. coloring on the rump and/or sides and gh k, or
gight (8) of these e ey e plunage of the adult ALgouty 53
s returned in 1963 =~ .
Wi::‘azge ‘;iﬁenginl; or yellow coloring they 131ad zni;9?§linga]z'eiplumage. 2
o o pk o i S e 0 e e
or ’ were in brown
. N_ﬁi;;:dcgrl‘ozlng. either at the time they were g e o
S 5" tan com August, and September. I found that of the Pl
jpugust, but had cﬁa : dytbm““ plumage when banded in July and ear;’r 177
jate August or in Szgte bo pink or yellow coloring when re-trapped {n
I, as well as many ol:zhe’f.ser;mﬁli x;g r’;hese facts bear out the difficulty
»
pales and females in the brown, pink o?‘n;zglz: 2§i§§\igishing betueen

gome older Purple Finches, as evidenced by returns, are shown below:

i Plumage Date Da
K - : t
Band No When Banded Banded RetZken %?r:agztaken
0
70977 Brown 7/26/59  7/4/60 Brown
e 6/8/63 Adult Male
Adult Male 7/26/59
5/30/60 Adul
5/14/61 b tale
- 5/31/63
62 - 1.
5 Brown 8/22/59 6/12/60 Brown
7/14/61 Tinge of
Pink
7/9/62 Brown -
No Pink
8/5/63 Very Pi:k
,‘:., mm
B2 = HOL50 ** Brown
8/22/59 5/8/60 Adul
8/11/60 RS
5/1/61
6/3/62
7/23/63

Since adult

thig b m?},:tgiffﬁ i;;cquired in the second year after hatchi
hl":arbsi o P 7 or before, and is, therefore, at leastng’
This

! rd was hatched in 1958 and is, therefore, 5 years old




ovember-Decerber 1963 EBBA NEWS Page 238

PLUMAGE OF PURPLE FINCHES BANDED IN 1963

No., in No. in No. with Pink
fonth No. of Birds Full Brown or Yellow
Janded Banded Male Plumage Plumage Coloring
April 38 7 24 7
May 34 1, 28 5%
June 18 2 14 2
July 166 L 134%* 28
August 204 1 200* 3
September 185 5B 143 L2
TOTAL 645 15 5l 3* 87*
Revised
Totals due
to changes
in repeated
birdsSeeesecesco 6“’5 15 M‘I’B 17?
Remarks

5% 1 bird of pink plumage repeated on 7/ 27/63 in full male plumage.

134* 35 birds had pink or yellow coloring when they repeated in August
and September.

200% 60 birds had pink or yellow coloring when they repeated in late
August and September.

1963 PURPLE FINCH REPEATS (AFTER LESS THAN 90 DAYS)

s —————

140 birds repeated once - 140
125 ¥ " twice - 250
80 " " 3 times = 2140
57 M " 4 times = 228
Ll " " 5 times - 205
15 ¥ " 6 times = 90
10 Y o 7 times =~ 70
6 M L 8 times =~ L3
2 u 9 times = 18
z" " 10 times = 20
piN 1 " 12 times = 12
_an i 13 times = 13
480 different birds repeated - 1334 times
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