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November-December 196'.3 
R?LE FINCHES AT WESTPORT POINT' MASS. 

BANDING oixJ~a SPRING AND S001ER OF 196'.3 
By Malcolm Oakes 

6 I banded 645 Pllrple Finches , 
I)iring th e spring and summer o£ 19 3, I starte d bandin g 1n 1958. 

more than during any similar peri od s~~~stan ti al • 12.5 birds ( 44 in f'ul l 
Retums from previous years were als ) r '.371, of the 336 bi rds banded in 
male plumage and 81 _ in bro~ pl umage ~3rd 'When I banded 40 new birds, 

1962• Two very active days were;,~ of 93 birds , and August 24th when 
h d 7 ret urps and 46 repeats, a d 81 one-t iro.e repeats, a tot al. 

33 nev birds were ban ded, wit h '.3 re~u:_~~ on, 15 of th e 81 repeats wan 
of 114 different Purple Finc hes. 
trapped twice on t hat day. 

SUMMARY QE PURPLE FI NCHES BANDED SINCE ~ 

No. of Birds 
No. of Birds Which Retumed 

No. of Days in l26J 
Bandinr,; Banded 

Year 
0 

5 42 6 1958 17 190 15 1959 170 
1960 45 uo 21 
1961 39 * 336 81 
1962 92 

~ 
2 

1963 ~ 1493 125 

• A correction from previous reports. 

DETAILS QI. BANDING fil'. MONTHS DURING ~ • 
Repeats in 

Returns After less than 
No. of Days New Birds 90 daY8 

Banded 90 Da.Ys 
Banding Month 

36 12 
2 J8 31 April 
5 34 39 44 May 
6 18 15 211 June 

16 166 23 JO/.ll July 204 8 
~ August 22 4 

16 Ws 125 2 September 
7ii 

ted in 196) 
umb of times different birds repea 

* Figures on then er 
are available. 
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PLUMAGE - In my report last year, I noted that of approximat ely 285 
purple Finches banded in 1962 aft er July 1st, 40 birds showed pink , or 
1ess frequently yellow, coloring on the rump and/or sides and t hroat, as 
distinguished from the complete raspberr;r plumage of the adult male. 
Eight (8) of these 40 birds returned in 1963 - 3 in full male plumage, 3 
with the same pink or yellow coloring they had in 1962 and 2 in brown 
plumage wit h no sign of pi nk or yel low. Of the 645 new Finches banded in 
196J, 15 were in full male pl umage, 448 were in brown plumage and 177 had 
pink or yello w colori ng, eit her at t he time they were banded or when they 
were re-trapp ed in August and Sept ember. I found tha t of the latter 177 
birds, 95 had completely brown plumage when banded in July and early 
August, but had changed to pink or yellow coloring when re-trapped in 
1ate August or in September. All of these facts bear out the difficulty 
I, as well as many others, have experienced in distinguishing between 
males and females in the brown, pink or yellow coloring. 

some older Purple Finches, as evidenced by returns, are shown below: 

Plumage Date Date Plumage 
Band No. When Banded Banded Retaken When Retaken 

61 - 70977 Brown 7/26/59 7/4/60 Brown 
6/8/63 Adult Male 

61 - 70980 * Adult Male 7/26/59 5/30/60 Adult Male 
5/14/61 
5/31/63 

62 - 49145 Brown 8/22/59 6/12/60 Brown 
7/14/61 Tinge of 

Pink 
7/9/62 Brown -

No Pink 
8/5/63 Very Pink 

Rump 

62 - 49150 ** Brown 8/22/59 5/ 8/ 60 Adult Male 
8/11/ 60 
5/1/ 61 
6/ J/ 62 
7/ 23/ 6J 

• S~c e adult male plumage is acquired in the second year after hatching, 
this bird was hatched in 1957 or before, and is, therefore, at least 
6 ;v'8ars old. 

• ~l\is bird was ha.tched in 19 .58 and is, therefore, 5 years old. 
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PLUMAGE OF FURPLE FINCHES BANIED IN '!2§1 

No. in No. in No. with Pink 

Brown or Yellow 
Month No. of Birds Full 

Plumage Coloring 
Male Plumage 

Banded Banded 

7 24 7 
April J8 28 5* 

34 l 2 May 
18 2 14 

28 June 
166 4 134* 

3 July 1 200* 
August 204 

0 143 42 
September 18,.5_ 

15 543* 87* 
TOTAL 645 

Revised 
Totals due 
to changes 

177 in repeated 15 
birds••••••••• 645 

Remarks 
t don 7/27/63 in full male plumage. 

5• l bird of pink plumage repea el rig when they repeated in August 
l'.34* 35 birds had pink or yellow co o n 

and September. . 1 ing when they repeated in late 
200* 60 birds had pink or yellow co or 

August and September. 

12£). PURPLE rniQB_ REPEATS (AFTER LESS ~ 2.Q :QM§.) 

140 birds 
125 II 

80 II 

57 ft 

41 II 

15 II 

10" 
6 II 

2 ft 

2 II 

l " 

repeated once 
" twice 
" 3 times 
11 4 times 
" 5 times 
11 6 times 
11 7 times 
11 8 times 
11 9 times 
11 10 times 
" 12 times 
11 13 times 

480 different birds repeated -

108 East 86th Street, New York 28, New Yorl<: 

140 
250 
240 
228 
205 
90 
70 
48 
18 
20 
12 

_u 

1334 times 
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What i1 Refu,ning to Whom? 
Edited by Lillian Cardinali 

Leach's Petrel Dr. Charles E. Huntington (Maine) 
Herring Gull " " " 
Black Guillemot 11 11 11 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Ralph K. Bell (Pa.) 
Hairy Woodpecker Mrs. James R. Lbwns (Vermont) 
Downy Woodpecker Robert G. McKinney (N. Y. ) 
Acadian Flycatcher Walter K. Bigger (Pa.) 
Least Flycatcher " ,, n 

Eastern Wood Pewee Powdenni ll Nature Resel"V'e (Pa.) 
Tree Swallow Dr. Huntington (Maine) 
Bank Swallow Hannon Nodecker (N. Y. ) 
.Barn Swallow Bell (Pa. ) 
PUrple Martin II n 

Blue Jay Stuart Wilson, Jr. (N. Y.) 
Black-capped Chickadee Mrs. Robert W. Patterson (Maine) 
Carolina Chickadee Bell (Pa. ) 
'l\lfted Titmouse Powdermill (Pa. ) 
White-breasted Nuthatch McKinney (N.Y.) 
Red-breasted Nuthatch Mrs. Patterson (Maine) 
Brown Creeper J. Lbuglas Whitman (N.Y.) 
House Wren Bigger (Pa.& N .J.) 
Mockingbird Mrs. Mabel Warburton (Pa.) 
Catbird Lillian Cardinali (N.J.) 
Brown Thrasher " " ", 
Robin Bell (Pa. ) 
Wood Thrush Robert C. Leberman (Pa.) 
Hermit Thrush Mrs. Patterson (Maine) 
Eastern Bluebird Bell (Pa.) 
Mourning Dove Mrs. John R. Logan (Mass.) 
Blaek-and-whi te Warbler Lillian Gardinali (N .J. ) 
Parula Warbler Mrs. Patterson (Maine) 
Yellow Warbler Robert Lebennan (Pa. ) 
Magnolia Warbler Mrs. Patterson (Maine) 
Black-th. Green Warbler " " 11 

Chestnut-sided Warbler Mrs. Downs (Vennont) 
lllackpoll Warbler Dr. Huntington (Maine) 
Ovenbird Robert Levennan (Pa. ) 
l.ouisia~ Waterthrush Bell (Pa.) 
YeUowthroat Powdermill (Pa.) 
Re<lwi.nged Blackbird William El. Savell (N .J.) 
Baltimore Oriole Willetta weshen (Nebraska) 
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262 
30 
11 

1 
7 

13 
1 
1 
1 

37 
2.5 
8 
6 

72 
68 
7 

14 
6 

13 
1 
4 
3 

29 
13 
25 
12 

2 
2 

27 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
7 

59 
6 




