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POLAROID PICTURES 
By Bob McCullough 

t op l eft - My wife claims a 
Chi ckadee was responsible for . 
catching this ~n Hawk-. The s Mn~ 
Chickadee darted towards the ~ 
net, which he is well aware of 
rrom being around so long, and 
then over it - the hawk landing 
in the net. (I checked to see 
how much of a meal he would 
have had - less than ½ ounce.) 

Above - Thought I would see 
wiiat""this Tufted Titmouse would 
think of this idea. He seems to 
like it. In fact it is the hap
piest expression I ever saw on 
a Titmouse's face. Do you think 
we may be banding birds the 
wrong way all this time? 

Left - This Great Crested Fly
crlcher is a return bird from a 
year ago. I have lo t s of them 
at my mountain top pl.ace - they' 
get to be a favorite bird. 
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(Author's note: If you detect a tinge of awe in the notes below, it is 
honest. For 6½ days, from 22 to 28 September 1963, I watched and listened 
to the ''pros." I think any average bander would use the same term, 
although it seems to embarrass them. To the "pros," these notes will seem 
like first-day kind ergarte n. To othe r avera ge banders, I can report a 
resolve to study, i dentify , weig h, measure and record in greater detail 
and with greater accu ra cy so tha t the ''pros" can better advance ornithology 
beyond, what they t ell me, is tru ly i nfancy.) 

There are 9 confusing fall warblers illustrated on page 194 of the 
Peterson Guide. Most of us have netted one or more at a time and then 
with great agony resolved on a tremulous identification. How would you 
like to have the whole page in one holding cage for comparison--alive? 
How about Yellow-throated, Blue-headed, Red-eyed and White-eyed Vireos 
peering contiguously and simultaneously back at you from less truin two 
£ee t7 Plus Black-t hroat ed Blue, Tennessee, Nashville, Canada , Cape May, 
Bay- breaste d , etc.• etc . Throw in a Pi geon Hawk, a King Rail , a Whip
poor-will , Red-back ed sandpi pers, Wilson Sni pe and Grasshopper Sparrows , 
and I am sure you a re i nt erest ed even i f you have never banded one bi rd . 

l{y IBOR schedule for 6 days was: Up at 6:00 AM and drive to one of 
the dozen net lanes crossing the island, arriving about 15 minutes after 
sunup. On the 23rd, "ItJY first full day, 1225 birds were banded. On the 
24th of September, just after dawn and at the second check around 8:00 AM 
- in just one lane of about 10 nets where I helped - there were in the 
nets Flickers, Crested Flycatchers, Redstarts, Red-breasted Nuthatches, 
waxwings, Towhees, Song Sparrows, Magnolia and Cape May Warblers, Indigo 
Buntings and Juncos. 

I'd help with the nets wherever needed, then return to Headquarters 
with the handers and their various kinds of holding cages - from ingenious 
racks of milk containers to huge JO-compartment cages with plexiglas doors 
on fiberglass-tape hinges. 

I soon learned that the time when I could help the most and learn the 
most began when I returned to Headquarters around 7:JO AM and left around 
7:00 PM, after the last net-checko 

''Bert of Bound Brook, 11 a Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
Michigan, was working on an American Museum of Natural History project 
to dete nnine whether age and sex make a difference in migration time and 
placeo If someone such as I reco rded the data as he ascertained it from 
each bird examin~d, t hen he could "process" a bird in about 50 seconds; 
20 seconds without weighing. If he had to make his own notes, his 
''processing time" doubl ed or trebled. He was especially interested in 




