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BAN DING SCREECH OWLS 
By Chester John Robertson 

To all who have ever banded, I am sure you will agree, it is exciti 
and quite rewarding whether it be small birds at the backyard feeder or,ng 
as in our case, the predators both hawks and owls. 

The following will deal with one phase of our banding operation, 
that of the Screech Owl. They are small and inconspicuous but command 
respect among those upon whom they prey. At this point credit must go 
to John Hall, Jr., of North Andover, Massachusetts, who has been banding 
these owls for a number of years and who was instrumental in our starting 
a program here in Pennsylvania. 

Because screech Owls depend upon natural hollows in trees, barns or 
wherever they can find seclusion, the large nesting box properly placed is 
ideal. The size of our boxes is 9" x 9" x 17" deep with a 1" pitch to 
the roof. The top can be hinged and the hole for the birds to enter 
3" or 411 in diameter. Place the hole as close to the top of the box as 
possible, thus giving the owls a deeper and darker cavity. 

The ideal location to place these boxes would be low, swampy areas 
along large or small streams, as these swampy areas usually abound with 
rodents, the owls' principle diet. Before putting the boxes up place one 
or two inches of leaves, straw or shavings in them; since Screech Owls 
do not build nests this will help the female to incubate her eggs, should 
you be lucky enough to have a nest. Place boxes about 17' to 20' up 
facing south. This is important because the owls like to sun themselves 
during the winter and you will have much better reception to a box facing 
in this direction. There should be two or three boxes for each area 
covering a quarter of a mile. 

As fall approaches and the leaves drop off the trees the owls will 
enter the boxes for seclusion and protection. From this time until after 
the nesting season, which ends in V.ay, the boxes will be occupied. 

At present we have 100 such boxes out, checking them during the 
winter months, banding the owls as winter roosties and as nestlings. 
Thus we are able to study range, distribution and density in our 20 
square mile experimental area. In two years we have banded 53 Screech 
Owls; this of course includes adults as well as young. 

Not only do the boxes help the bander, but more importantly, they 
give the owls many more needed cavities, for too frequently their natural 
hollows are destroyed by man and nature. Good luck to those banders who 
may have been inspired by such a program as we were! 

R. D. #2, Kempton, Pennsylvania 
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MICHIGAN BIRD BANDERS ASSOCIATION BAND-OUT 
By Edwin C. Wieland 
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This past Nay 24th the Michigan Bird Banding Association again held 
banding get-together, or band-out. The period covered was from Friday 

~he 24th at 4:)0 to Sunday the 26th until noon. This was the second 
band-out for Michigan and was a very successful one. 

The band-out was held in the same location as last year's -- in St. 
Clair County at the Port Huron State Game area, which is about 15 miles 
w~st of Port Huron where the Blac k River crosses M11). This is a well 
diversif i ed area wit h perhaps every typ e of cover except dense conifer 
fore st. The habitat i nclud ed open fi elds, brushy area, woodland edge, 
deciduous woods, and some swampy area . 

The band-out was well attended with ten active banders having about 
65 nets in operation. Several prospective netters were in attendance 
gathering tips and seeing how nets were handled, Also a steady and very 
welcome stream of visitors came to the area over the weekend. Many of 
these were photographers getting an excellent chance at close-ups of the 
birds, as all or at least the unusual birds were brought by gathering 
cage to the central camping area. ¥.any people not only got to see new 
or unusual species such as the Golden-winged Warbler, Blue-win ged Warbler, 
a1ue-gray Gnatcatcher, yellow-breasted Chat, and Saw-whet Owl, but got 
to see them in the hand! 

Just about every type of nettin g method ~as represented -- no two 
netters handling their nets the same. Some stretched t.hei r nets quite 
tautly while others preferred the more loosely, baggy, settin g . Some 
cleared wide netting lanes while others plowed through the brush. Gener­
ally thin wall electrical conduit was used for poles with the exception 
of the Erickson- Wolcott team who had some half inch aluminum poles. At 
first glance these seemed quite flimsy, but after seeing them set up with 
the net stretched tautly between them one quickl y changes one's mind. 
This may be worth lookin g into for those who do not have the brawn to pack 
much weight as a group of these aluminum poles are much lighter than the 
steel conduit. 

Different methods of erecting the poles were also in evidence. Some 
of these were: some had metal points on the end which were either pushed 
in the ground or driven in with a post driver; some used short pieces of 
rod which had an offset which was stamped into the ground and the poles 
then placed on the rods; many used nothing at all on the pole ends. 

Three methods of connecting the pole halves to gether were used. 
1) Regular conduit connectors. 2) Short pieces of rod fastened in one 
end of the pole which slipp ed into the other pole half. 3) a spool affair 



September-October 196) EBBA NEWS Page 206 

which was a piece of three-eighths pipe with a washer welded in the ml.a 
to separate the halves -- the washer also served to hold the loops whendl., 
the net was strung out. 

A band-out like this gives an excellent chance to see how other 
banders handle their gear and their banding technique. It was inte restt 
to see the casual way i.n which Dr. Novy pushes his net through the brus n"& 
and then clips any twigs that may be caught in the net. (He believes in 
keeping the netting lane as natural as possible. ) And it was interestil'l& 
to note the neat, compact way in which the Erickson-Wolcott team bund).8 
up their gear (even a quiver to carry their pole driver.) Interesting , too 
was the authoritative, precise ~ay in which the Kelleys can measure up a , 
flycatcher and tell which Empidonax it is. 

But aside from the mechanical advantages to the bander, 
affords the pleasant opportunity to meet many niee people 
other handers but members of local Audubon groups as well -­
one person from across the border in nearby Canada. 

the band-out 
not only 
even at least) 

I highly recommend that other banding organizations try a band-out 
if they do not do so now. The time spent at any distance traveling to 
one of these band-outs will be well worth your while. 

For the weekend there were 226 birds banded of 4J species. In addition 
there were 25 returns, 4 from 1961 and 21 from 1962, and one possible 
foreign recovery. 

P. 0, Box 97, Marquette, Michigan. 

Sanderlings. Drawin~ by Jean Stull. 
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Island Beach Operation Recovery 
functioning more successfully ~in ever this year under the 

\adership of Elise lJickers on , 1 b·el Warburton c:nd Bert Hurray. 
t!a-we go to press, the count of 
Airds banded is over 26 • 000 --
\ 154 spe cie s . Firs t s for TOOR 
~nclude Pine Siski ns and a 
¥.~a.dowla rk • 

Biggest day thus far was 
sondaY, October 13. with more 
~han JJ00 birds 1 anded. Seven 
net lanes were 1n operation -­
~nders included Elise & Sta nl ey 
pickerson , Lbrothy Bordner 
arid Mrs. •arl Bordner, 
OJliP & Chuck Neel, Fred 
Mears & Ron French, Ruth 
& Chris Rose. Bruce Adams, 
Gale Goldbeck, Peggy & 
Walter Bigger, Ray 
Margerum. Bert :Murray, 
who confined himself to 
weighing, measuring, fat 
classing, ageing, sexing, 
noting plumages, etc. was 
just as busy as 
you can imagine. 

A full story 
on IBOR will be 
printed in a 
forthcoming 
issue. 

(Photos by 
Frank P. Frazier) 
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Top: D:>rothy Bordner & banded bird. 
Center: Charl t·,/arburton recording data 
for Bert Hurray. Bottom: Jim Baird 
between Stanley & ~lise Dickerson. 




