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The following is a list of the 
materials used to construct radio 
controlled bow-net. 

1. Reynolds ~-it-yourself 
Aluminum 
6 ft. 1 /8"xJ/4" bar 
8 ft o r, II II 

6 ft . angle bar - 1 "x1 "x1 /16 11 

6 ft . " " - J/4 11xJ/4"x1 /8 11 

8ft . "" " " " 
2. Aluminum screws, bolts and 

nuts and rivets. 
3. Springs--4 rat trap spring s or 

4 custom made spring s. 
4. Stiff aluminum or other wire 

(approx. 1/8 11 in diameter) 
for levers. 

5. Piano \~ire--for pin and 
securing l13vers. 

6. Metal stakes for anchoring 
trap and bait pigeon . 

7. Paint (sand color or olive 
green) depending on where trap 
is to be used . A coat of zinc 
chromate applied to aluminum 
surface before painting will 

When trap is set it is in the sha_ 
of a shallow u w1 th 2 ft. sides an,/' 
four foot base. There are two rea e. 

so11 for this shape. First, a u-shape c1. • 
bow covers much more head-room are ~ 
when trap 1-s bei ng sprung. This 
greatly re duces t he chances of the 
hawk being acci dentally hit by the 
bow. Secondly, t he bait bird can be 
tethered in center of trap area l-11.th.. 
out being i n contact wit h any part 
of the trap. This pre vent s the P<>sa .. 
ibi l ity of trap being se t off by 
vibra t io ns caused by th e fl utteri ng 
of the bait bi r d. When trap is 
sprung it covers 16 square feet of 
area . The net should have a bag in 
it so t hat there is enough give t o 
enable one to tu ck net under bow 
when se t t i ng tra p . Ent ire trap is 
th en covere d w1 th a fin e l ayer of 
sand , le aves or gra ss . All t hat 
shoul d be visi bl e t o th e hawk is the 
bai t bi rd or bird s (2 starlin gs or 
spar rows can al so be used . ) 

prevent peeling . If desired it i s possibl e to get 
8. Wood (~,i• ,,0,:,d) for mounting multitnne receivers and multitone 

lever s and plywood (1 /4") and transmitter . Thi s would enable one 
white pine for enclosing re- to sprin~ any one of several traps. 
ceiver , batteries , escapement , This , however, would get needlessly 
and toggle switch. complicated and expensive. Two bow-

9. Nylon netting . Two inch or four nets with identical single channel 

1 o. 

11 • 

inch stretch mesh can be used tone receivers may be used. These 
depending on whether or not are set about JO ft . apart and when 
sparro~ hawks are to be caught . a hawk lands in one trap transmitter 
They c.1n i~t through the four button is pushed and both traps are 
inch mesh. Netting is available sprung simultaneously . It only 
from Howard K.Balch Co., 1653 takes a few minutes to reset traps 
N.Farwell Ave,Milwaukee 2, Wis. and by having two trap s one ' s chances 
Kraft single channel Tone Trans- are greatly improved . 
mitter. Kraft single channel 
Tone Receiver. Both available 
from Ecktronics, 2107 S. Wright 
st . , Santa Anna, Calif . 
Babcock Mot::>r-minder (Escape
ment) . Babcock Models , 
Newport Beach, Calif . 

The transmitter easily trips the 
receiver at a distance of one mile . 
Maximum range was not tested since 
it is desirable to be fairly close 
to the trap so that hawk can be re
moved immediately after capture . 
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BIRDS OF PREY BANDED - 1962 
By c. J. Robertson 

Page 189 

f of the birds of prey show up in the 
I have not~~e~et~~!m:~f a~~ I thought those who do band these 

fl\'}llO Ba~d~~ :eainter~sted in'our list of those banded last year: 
i,1rds m g 

Goshawk 7 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 63 
Cooper's Hawk 9 
Red-tailed Hawk 88 
Red-shouldered Hawk 9 
Broad-winged Hawk 16 
Golden Eagle 1 
Peregrine Falcon 1 
Sparrow Hawk 15 
Screech Owl 41 
Great Horned Owl 2 

Total 252 

R, D, 12 , Kempton, Pennsylvania 

Who Bsnded Whsl ? 
Edited by Lillian Cardinali - ~ ~~ ~ - - - -

ludes the list of outstanding 1962 banding results by EBBA 
This cone Wh 1 will be published in the next issue. 

members. What Returned to om RETURNS do it now -- to Mrs. Joseph Card-
If you haven't yet sent in your , ' 
inali, RFD 2 Box 460, Jamesburg, New Jersey. 

Bobolink 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Red-winged Blackbird 
0rcharo Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Scarlet Tanager 
Summer Tanager 
Cardinal 
?.ose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indie;o Buntine 

Dr. & Mrs. R. T. Gammell (N.D.) 
Nat Halverson (Tenn.) 
John T. Linehan (Del. ) 
Nat Halverson (Tenn.) 
Mr. & Mrs. s,S.Oickei-s on (N,J.) 
Washington Crossing Bird Banding 
Howard Meahl (Ohio) 
Washington Crossi ng B,B.Sta tion 
Bett y Knorr (N .J,) 
Powderrni.11 Nature Reserve 
Nat Halverson (Tenn.) 
Uoyd Kiff (W, Va.) 
Mrs. ,James [owns (Vt.) 
Na t H;,lvers,m (Tenn.) 
Powderrnill ifature Reserve 

8 
71 

1410 
26 

179 
Stati on(Pa)1O2 

4 
(Pa.) 8)4 

5055 
92 
10 

18J 
59 

.g 

177 
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Painted Bunting 
Dickcissell 
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Evening Grosbeak 
House Finch 
Purple Finch 
Pine Grosbeak 
Common Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
Red Crossbill 
White-winged Crossbill 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Grasshopper Sparrow 
Henslow' s Sparrow 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
Seaside Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Slate-colored Junco 
Oregon Junco 
Tree Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
v.:hi te-crowned Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swamp Saprrow 
Song Sparrow 

Mrs. T. H. Below, Sr. (Fla.) 
Leroy Wilcox & W.S.Terry (N.Y.) 
Dorothy Bordner (Pa.) 
Leroy Wilcox & W.S.Terry (N.Y.) 
Malcolm Oakes (Mass.) 
Joseph A. Grom (Pa.) 
Dr. & Mrs. R.T.Gammell (N.D.) 
Mrs. Robert Patterson (Maine) 
Washington Crossing B.B.Station (Pa.) 
Mrs. Robert Patterson (Maine) 
" " " " 

Dr. Jeff Swinebroad & T.C.Crebbs (N.J.) 
Dr. & Mrs. R.T.Gammell (N.D.) 
Powdennill Nature Reserve (Pa.) 
Dr. & Mrs. R. D. Benedict (Pa.) 
Leroy Wilcox & W.S.Terry (N.Y.) 
Dr. H.D.Haberyan (Miss.) 
Dr. & Mrs. R.T.Gammell (N.D.) 
Walter K. Bigger (Pa. & N.J . ) 
Carol 1':>gan (Mass.) 
Dr. & Mrs. R.T.Gammell (N.D.) 
Ralph K. Bell (Pa.) 
Dr. L.R.Mewaldt (Calif.) 
" " " 

James I. Richardson (N.J. & Pa.) 
Washington Crossine B.B.Station (Pa.) 
Dr. & Mrs. R.T.Gammell (N.D.) 
James I. Richaroson (N.J.) 
Leroy Wilcox & W.S.Terry (N.Y.) 

MIST N~TS 

2? 
4 

1312 
191 
336 
26 

210 
126 

1?10 
5 

113 
145 
611 

? 
4 

1? 
16 
68 

1109 
4 

1895 
194 

2415 
893 
926 
230 
1 ?3 
14? 
666 

Having difficulty getting the nets you need7 Below are sources which 
c,m furnish nets of many different lengths, heights, colors, mesh sizes, etc. 

EBBA NET COJ.IHITTEE -- Members wishing to purchase nets are asked to sand 
a stamped and selfladdressed envelopa ('ixr ) for a listing of net s now 
available. 

Write - E3BA tfot Committee, Mrs. Eleanor E. later, Cijairman, P.0.9ox 111, 
Ramsey, N. J. 07lµi.6 

.ETS SOLD SY NEBBA -- The Northeastern Bird- Bandinc Association imports 
nets as a service to members and other netters. 

Write - Mr. E. A. Bergstrom, 37 Old Brook Road, West Hartforo 17, Conn~ 

9IBITZ WILDLIFE FOUNDATION -- As a service to scientific lnvestigation, 
the Gleitz Wildlife Foundat ion has available a new price list containing 
several new types of mist nets, net poles, and other bandino- supplies. 

Write - Blei tz Wildlife Foundation, 5334 Hollywood Boule;ard, 
Hollywood 27, California. 
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BANDING NOTES ON 
Tffii: NICKAJACK CLIFF S\✓ALLOWS 

(Petrochidon pyrrhonota) 
By Ralph T. Bullard, Jr. 
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A colony of Cliff swallows that we can band easily? This garbled 
n ase started what has become known locally as the most banded Cliff 

R Tl.low colony in the Eastern United States. The site is Nickajack cul
SW~t named after the cave which is le ss than 1/ 8th mile away. About 
1eooo feet directly in front of Nickajack Cave is a 25 x 12 x 69 foot 
~~ivert which carries the water from the cave under Stat e Highway 156. 

Since it is easy to lose direction in the mountains of this ar ea, 
i t was questio nable as to whether th e site was in Tennessee, Alabama, or 
Georgia when first discovered. A top ographic map was needed to ascertain 
the exact location. Found to be appro ximately 3/ 8ths of a mile north of 
the Alabama state line and 1 /2 mile north west of the Georgia State Line, 
the culvert was well into Tennessee. The Nickajack culvert bandin g area 
is physiologically located within a broad valley fonned by the Tennessee 
1uver as it meanders through the Cumberland Plateau. 

The valley is located about 5 miles down stream from Hales Bar Dam 
where there is another colony of Cliff Swallows. The ori ginal idea of 
checking the swallows at Nickajack came about when the birds at the Dam 
mysteriously moved their nesting sites from the lock wall while it was 
being repaired. The location of the new site, noone seemed to know. 
After this thought, a search for Cliff Swallow nesting sites began which 
led to the discovery of the Nickajack Culvert. Previous Cliff Swallow 
sites in and around Chattanooga, Tennessee were in such a position that 
it was impossible to band the birds due to the location of their nests. 
Most frequently these were under high bridges or at the dams where 
banding operations were hampered for lack of a barge or similar craft 
to float the banding crew. 

The culvert was first discovered to contain Cliff Swallows in 1961 
when a small party of local Chattanooga Bird Study members were on their 
way to check the Cliff Swallow nesting activity at Nickajack Cave. Oddly 
enough, a Prothonotary \varbler was heard singing and as the par-t;yinvest
igated its songs the swallows flushed from the culvert by the hundreds. 

At this point we received the call saying that the location appeared 
to be an easy and convenient site to reach and one where banding would be 
easy. Two days later, on May 27, 1961 the culvert was inspected. To our 
amazement, the culvert was just what it had been described. Boots were 
donned and a quick trip through the farmer's sproutin g cornfield brought 
Us to the creek's edge where the swallows were flushed from their nests. 
Hundreds of screeching swallows flew above the entrance darting in and 
out of the culvert. A quick trip through the culvert revealed 522 
completed nests. On a fragment of a Cliff Swallow nest, not over 1 /4" 
wide, a Phoebe had constructed its nest and was flushed from four eggs. 




