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TOOL FOR REMOVING LAPPED BANDS 
By George Ballentine 

This is the best tool for relllOving lapped bands from a bird's 1 that I have seen. With very little work the tool, as bought, can beg 
in shape for the bander• s purpose. e l>llt 

SNP.P RING PLIERS 
SIZE. ot2. 

The tool at the left t 
the pliers as purchased 8 

little prong on the lett l 
as shown, prevents the j•a 
from opening more than J/;; 
of an inch. It is then ne 
essary to file the inside t 
the jaws to permit the po~ 
to nearly close; a total ot ta 
about 1 / 64 of an inch filed 
from both jaws will do it. 
No other changes are nece1 ._ 
ary. The finished tool ia 
shown on the right. The t.ool 
comes w1 th a spring that k 
the jaws closed when there~ 
no pressure on the grips. 
When you lose the spring, 
don't worry, the pliers Will 
work just as well w1 thout s.t 

To use, just revern th'e 
banding operation. 'l'he 
pliers will work tor all 
bands from O to JA. 

These pliers are called "Field Pliers 1012 External". They are made 
by Truark Retaining Rings Division ot waldes Kohinoor, Inc. and are dis
tributed in moat cities by Bearings, Inc. at a price ot about $2.15. It 
there is not such an agency in your town, ask your garage manager to order 
it for you. 

268 Oakwood Road, Charleston 4, West Virginia 
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WINTERING BALTIMORE ORIOLES 
By Edi th F. Andrews 
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Massachusetts the first winter record of a Baltimore Oriole was in 
In 1917 (Forbush, E. H. 1927 Birds of Massachusetts and Other New 

J)ecem~~rstates, Vol. II, p. 443) and in Nantucket, Mass. Baltimore Orioles 
i)g).s.1'1 een reported almost regularly in winter for the past decade. In all 
!I've b ces reports have been of immature birds. The orioles invariably 
JJ!Starl at feeding stations durin g the month of December, stay for a few 
totl'I u~nd then disappear. It is assumed that they perish from cold and 
weeks 1 sufficient food. For example, one winter a Baltimore Oriole fre
i,ck t~ my yard and managed to pick up a few crumbs left by the Starlings. 
~uenbird grew visibly weaker and was last seen in the late afternoon of 
1'tl9 when the temperature dropped to 8°. With this in mind the next 
tbe d.:; oriole arrived in December I trapped and held the bird until early 
till' releasing it when orioles were coming through on migration. During 
Jfa1•w1.nter ot 1961-62 I held two Baltimore Orioles, both immature males. g:,e were weighed and released 11 May 1962. They new off immediately 

d were not seen again. 
Ill 

On 3 December, 1962 an adult male Baltimore Oriole landed on the 
reeder outside my kitchen window. This was an event in itself, then I 
not1c~d the bird was wearing a band. As I did not have a trap available 
it was not until the next day that I was able to read the band number. 
It was #57-147054, one of the two which I had held captive the winter 
berorel Here was a case in point for the imprinting theory as suggested 
by John V. Dennis in his article Strays and Stragglers, Part I, EBBA News 
25~5) :175 (1962). Quite obviously the bird had returned to its wintering 
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grounds of the previous year! It would seem that an impression of the 
environment had replaced the nonnal instinct to winter in Central Ame 
My feelings in regard to what I had done to this particular oriole we:a, 
mixed. By keeping the bird alive I had contributed to disrupting its 
nonnal pattern. On the other hand, here was proof that the bird had 
survived and it was comforting to realize that it had lived to see 
another sunnner. 

Within the next three weeks I received numerous reports of immat~re 
Baltimore Orioles in town. Meanwhile the adult continued to frequent ~ 
yard and feeders daily. On 12 December two immature orioles joined the 
adult male and on the 16th the number had increased to four immatures. 
On that day I trapped and weighed the adult male #57-147054 and was aato 
ished to find that it had gained 13.1 grams since being released on 11 Mai, 
1962. The bird weighed when released 36.7 grams and now weighed 49.8 ~ 

By 28 December the number of orioles in the yard reached eight. l:t 
seemed as though all the orioles in town had gathered at my feeders. 
With so many birds it was not feasible to hold them in captivity, so, 
going on the assumption that a bird can survive any amount of cold as 
long as it gets enough to eat it was decided to try and see that they got 
enough to eat and to make periodic records of their weights correlated 
with temperature and general weather conditions. 

Chart I shows the weights of the eight Baltimore Orioles under stutt, 
taken with an Ohaus Triple Beam Balance over a period of five weeks. The 
orioles are listed in the order in which they were banded with the adult 
male at the top. It will be noted that on 28 December three of the four 
which had been weighed on 21 December showed an increase in weight . Two 
of the birds were not retra.pped on the 28th and the last two were banded 
and weighed for the first time on that date. On 31 December of the seven 
retrapped all showed a marked decrease in weight. From 21 - 29 December 
the temperature averaged in the low thirties with a maximum of 47° and a 
minimum of 17°. On JO December the temperature dropped from a maximum 
of 44° to o0 with snow and 8ale force winds. On 31 December the thenn
ometer recorded a low of - 3 and a high of 14°: winds of 40-50 mi/hr. 
continued . Due to the severity of the weather it was decided to hold the 
orioles indoors until milder weather ensued, All but one were trapped 
and weighed on J1 December and held until J January. #62-116196 was not 
trapped until the next day (1 January) and was released on 4 January so 
that it spent the same length of time in captivity as the others . 

During the three days in which the orioles were held captive all p11t 
one continued to lose weight. Bird #62-116195 -went from 28.5 gms. to 29,1 
gms. a gain of .6 gms. which would indicate that this particular bird had 
reached the minimum weight tolerance and therefore benefitted to a small 
degree from the change in environment. 
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On 6 January all eight orioles were retrapped and weighed and au, 
showed a considera ble gain in weight. When weighed again on the 12th 
th ose retrappe d all were holding their own at l east and showed a lllal'k; 0 t 
i ncrease over th e loss suffered during the severe weather condltion 8 0 : 

30-3 1 December. It was evide nt that they were better off out-of .. doors 
long as the weather remained mild. Weights taken on 15 and 22 January •a 
show no appreciable loss and in some instances considerable gain. 'l'ein 
erat ures

0
for tha t week ranged from 1J0 to 49° with no prolong&d peri od! '" 

bel ow 20 • After 22 January weighi ng was done sporadically as most or 
the birds had become trap-shy. 

As time went on 1 t became apparent that some method for identifyi 
individual birds was needed as only rarely did all eight come at once. ng 
The adult male was obvious, one was banded on the left leg, and another 
had only one tail feather. subsequently four of the others were color
marked with Dri-Mark and one was left unmarked. 

On 14 January one oriole was caught by a cat but when I tried to get 
it the cat opened its mouth and the bird new away and I was not able to 
identify it. However, it was apparently unbanned a s all eight we re 
accounted for until J1 January . For convenience, I have listed four 
orioles in the order of their disappearance , showing last weight re corded 
and the date on which they were seen last: 

Band# A §. wt. on ~ La st Date Seen 

62-116200 I M 36.5 g. 28 Jan. JO Jan. 
62-116196 I M 32.6 g. 25 Jan. 2 Feb. 
62-116197 I F 34.1 g. 4 Feb. 8 Feb. 
57-147054 A M 46. 7 g. 22 Jan. 11 Feb. 

All survived the severe weather o; 24, 25 and 26 January when winds 
reached gale force and a minimum of 8 was recorded . A priod of mild 
weather followed yet #62-116200 failed to show up on 31 January. Neither 
weather nor weight would seem to be a factor in thi s case. The weight 
of #62-116196 indicate s that this individual was not getting enough to 
eat: thi s was the one which had had the band changed to the left leg as 
the right foot was severely damaged by frost bite and the bird showed 
difficulty in perching during high winds. Number 62-116197 had all but 
one tail feather missing which affected fiight somewhat but she was 
holding her own at the food dishes and I thought she would survive the 
5° - 12° temperatures of 8 and 9 February. Indeed here was one other 
that I didn't have much hope for and it did survive. 

The disappearance of the adult male was a surprise. He seemed to 
be in the best of health, ate most of the mealworms, was wary of cats and 
dogs and generally alert. We are inclined to believe that he left the 
island. The weather of 11 and 12 January was again mild with calm to 
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southerly winds; however it rained during the night of 11-12 and 
gentlewas some fog on the morning of the 12th. On that last day he was 
t}lefehe stuffed on meal wonns as I had just received a shipment of them 
91l'ngave genero us portions. Also on that last day he was heard whistling• 
and d and clear; not the full song, just a few whistled notes. The only 
1°11dr tilll8 he whi3tled was when I released him into the cage indoors in 
oth e111ber. When he new .from m,y hand to the perch he whistled once. Was 
~ : a sign of recognition of his old home of the winter before? 
tii,. S 

Baltimore Oriole - "The Champ" 
Photo taken with a STAR TECH by the author 

After the adult male left I gave up. The competition from the Star
lings had become unbearable so I decided to trap the remaining four orioles 
an:i held them indoors until spring. Two were trapped quickly but the other 
tw simply would not go in the trap. Trapping was tried over a period of 
several days under different weather conditions including severe cold and 
still they would not enter the trap so the battle with the Starlings con
tinued after all. However, with the number reduced to two out of doors I 
developed a system that worked quite well. When I saw one or both orioles 
in the vicinity I put two dishes of mealworms on the feeder and waited 
outside nearby until the orioles had eaten. Usually this to ok les s than 
five minutes. This was done at least six times a day and each dish con
tained from ten to twenty mealwonns. One oriole ate faster than the other 



I 
:II 

September-October 1963 EBBA NEWS 

and of'ten got more than his share. When the suppl,y of mealwonns ran 01,tt 
doughnut was substi tuted and the same method empl oyed. Honeywater was 
kept on the feeder at all times. At .first this was ignored by the Sta,r 
lings but they soon discovered it and the dish had to be replenished t~~ 
or four times a day. I 

Of the two oriole s remaining outdoors #62-116194 was the slowep Of 
the two and was dominated by #62-11 6198. On 22 March #62-1 1n194 was 
slower than usual about eating and when chased by th e other new aroul'ld 
in circles. dropped to the ground. did a coupl e of somersault s and lay 
still with wings out stretched and head down. I picked him up and he 
closed his eyes but did not pass out. I put him in a cage and after a fei 
minutes he revived so I released him and he flew off as tho ugh nothing 
had happened. 

On 23 March I released #62-116001, one of the two i ndoors. This 
weighed )5 . 0 gms. when rel eased . It joined the ot her two but was not 
readily accepted; however, in a day or two it became more aggressive &l'ld 
even chased #62-116198. 

On 26 Ma.rch #62-116194 was seen for the last time. :Agai n his actio na 
were slugg i sh so there must have been something wrong With him. 

The female #62-1 16001 was observed for the l ast t ime on 15 April and 
#62-116198 was last seen shor tly after 5 p.m. on 26 April. On 24 April an 
adult male Orchard Oriole joined him at t he feeder. The Orchard remain ed 
through the 27th . 

Bird #62-116195 was found dead in the cage ont he morning of 22 April . 
There had been a heavy thunderstorm in the night and it is thought that 
the bird dashed itself against the cage in fright . Examination showed 
brain hemorrhage. The weight of the dead bird was 29.6 gms . and there 
was a mediUll! disposition of fat (Fat Class 2). 

Plumage changes were noted in two of the orioles early in February : 
th e breast of th e adult male took on the scarlet glow of the breeding 
season and #62- 116194 develo ped a bla ck pat ch on t he back of the neck. 
No changes were noticed in any of the others . 

I n the course of examini ng the bird s it was noted that the immatuN 
males had yellow-orange wing-l i nings whereas the wing-linings of th e 
immature female s were grayish - white . There was one exception in which 
only the upper row of under wing-co verts was yellow. This bird was the 
one that died in the cage and proved to be a female. Many more immature 
orioles will have to be examined before any definite conclusion can be 
reached but it is possible that th e color of the wing-linin gs may be an 
aid in sexi ng dif f icult individuals. Does anyone have information 
on thi s ? 
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,-,ptern howed evi dence of f ros t -bit e . The tip s of t he toes , 
All of th e birds s ed t o be mos t suscept ible . Mi l d cases 

P'~t:~! af~yat !:e ~ ;;:~~::=:! ! ~~e~! i! :st~;st:! : :=.ba!: ;f r! ~et ~:
1
! ~e 

~:erc~:~ ~=c~= ~d shrunken and subse4uentl y dropped off. 

,p"8a Oriol e 162-116198 is unques t i onably th e champi on of t he d 
5al t i more tota l of twenty-one days when tempera tures range 

10~~ :i :gogu~~gdda~JdOoan ~f;t~~:l ~~~~yt~:ee~r~ w~~t!~m~:~~~~~~ors 
tfO tween 20 an • 
\!Ore b

9 
t he thre e- day period mentioned earlier. oept for 

et i the number of wint eri ng 
There has been an ast 1n1~~:; ;~cr~:~onnField Notes Vol 17 (2) April 

orioles in rec ~nt Y~~~• 116 ~cords for Baltimore Orioles in J1 Chrils:~~ 
19&3 shows no 

888 
swick to Florida Twelve addi ti ona s 

~~t s in th: ~~t ~: t :~w ;~~ntuoket ones bei~g held capti ve at t~ 
do ~

0;/ !~; ~ un/ and 5 s~rvived the month o\Janua~
1
;\~1:!;°~~ t h:s • 

~~sS• Audubon Newsle t ter, Vol 2t (7) ~~chp~bil; . Three possible t heori es 
~~er of rec ords suggests an in eras g 
~re,:sent th emselv es : 

s eci ea may act ual l y be undergoing an evolutionary 
1. !:ng:1' whi ch would t end to shorten the migratory range. 

ma be a weakness of t he migratory instinct in 
2. ~~~in individuals (al l our observatio ns have been 

of imm.at ure bi rds) which increased observation has 
brought t o li ght . 

t t i n 1n the normal mi grat i on 
'.3- It may bed ju tost :ai ~e:r~~~di.~ions and/or re l ated factors . pat te rn ue 

i t i vorous bird such as the 
Whether i t i s wise to winblter-o;e~oa~no~~~~t it is a f ul l-t ime j ob 

Baltimor e Ori ol e is quest iona e . 
and an expensi ve one . 

3 Stone All ey• Nantu cket , Massachusetts . 

PLANNUG AND CA.RRTINJ OUT PROJECTS AS A BANJEH 
By E. Alexander Bergstrom . 

06
) 

(Repri nte d from th e Workshop Manual , Vol. 2, 1 , 3 

b· ndin stat i on we a re really ste pping 
When we pl an a project for our a wh!J t•e are banders. The reaso ns 

bitck to take a good l ook at th\reas~ns jo;m;nt of f r esh air or pleas ure 
db vary . but generall y they go eyon e/~r lesser degree, ea.ch of us i s 
1n the bird in the hand. To a gfreat t knowled~e and experie ncin g t he 
pen.et ratin g beyond t he li mit s o cur ren ., • 
exhilira ti on of wal kin g along new paths . 




