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knocking the door closed. This also happens often with Potter- ty-pe t 
which have been built with the sliding door level above the roof levef'P 
An extra wire above the door eliminates this hazard. • 

Fred Mears showed a gathering box constructed with no screws or 
It was multi-celled, of masonite held together by fiberglass tape (w~~ 
comas in a roll as adhesive tape does. The swinging panels on the baa o-. 
were of plexigla ss (al so hinged with the fiberglass tape) and the trori~ 
was of soft nylon screening . This should eliminate bill damage which 
Vireos, Robins , Catbirds , etc . may incur when metal screening is used 1 carrying boxes. I forgot to lift thi s box to see how heavy it i,i (a ll 
major consideration for many handers who walk long distances between 
traps and nets.) 

Christopher Rose, also an excellent trap-maker, had two very Slllall 
gathering boxes made of hardware cloth. These had room for two small b 
or one large bird and should be very useful on slack days when you are 
lucky to catch a bird or two at a time. George Collins from nearby cl'I 
had brought a multi-room Purple Marti~ house adapted for nestling ban 
as the doors to all rooms were removable. 

One further gem: hinged, snap-on clothespins do an excellent easy 
job of keeping doors open on traps when the bander wishes to be away. 

There seems to be no cardinal rule for placing traps other than 
changing location if the trap is not catching birds . Mrs. McEntee pla 
traps on top of cinder blocks which are easily movable. Merrill Wood bu 
already mentioned in EBBA News that putting traps on top of fence posts 
may greatly increase the take . Putting burlap under trap s for greater 
bait visibility will frequently increase trapping as will placing tnwa, 
burlap and all, on tables . (If you by chance have a barn ~all with knot 
holes, traps may be placed inside the barn behind the holes and curi oua 
Starlings may go right in I) 

Not too much was said about various baits. Walter Bigger menti oned 
that he uses 100 per cent cracked corn which he puts through his wife'a 
food mill (he has bought her a new one for her own usel). A variety of 
bait is probably the best means of attracting the largest number of spec1 
to traps. (Mrs. Dater was overheard later mentioning that she had trapplll 
three hundred Goldfinches during the previous two weeks. They had been 
attracted by millet which she buys in 100-pound sacks from a feed store 
at the surprisingly low cost of $6.oo.) A 100-pound sack of medium 
cracked corn (with no wheat or other grain mixed in) i s bright yellow, 
visible for a good distance, and sells for about $4.00. Sunflower seed 
is a must, of course, and seems generally to be purchased in quantity 
from wholesalers in the midwest. Its cost this past year has been about 
$12.50 per hundred pounds, freight included. 
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\tlJter may attrac t birds which do not come in for food. A full bucket 
-U hol e i n 1 ts bot tom is placed on top of the trap w1 th a metal 

-Stllb:iow inside to cat ch the drip. Birds are attracted by the sound , 
pll'j4 ul,arlY during hot weather . 
, r~o 

l-fl'S• Rose i s to be commended for the superb canva s banding ki t which 
.,,de• &vecything you needs fits securely into its own compartment --­

·~ pl ie rs , rulers, clip board , etc . It zips together with twin zippers 
pa•~•JD8et a t top center - this insures that the kit may be opened out 
~t tor eaq use. ,,.. 

,red MMrs had brought his "Annual Banding Kit " with him. It was 
oil 1arger and held 2000 bands on long wires , pliers rulers , pad, etc . 

._ 
8 110uld be rather elaborate for the back-yard bander but should be 

t!-iuabl e for peop l e who change banding locations regularly . I again 
'a.rgot to see how much it weighed but it looked heavy. A standing board ;th screw eye s or nails a ttached is an excellent simple device for holding 
,t,1ngs of band e . The band--size numbers may be wr1 tten in above each 
,trJ,ng for quick identification. 

This was an excellent Workshop session. The only improvement might 
111'8 been a greater variety of traps on display. For example, there was 

1111 Bal Chatri and no woodpecker trap. This is a small criticism for an 
.uemely interesting and informative hour and a half. 

Janella Fanns, Ashburn, Virginia . 

RECORD KEEPING AND PROJECT PLANNING SESSION - EBBA WORKSHOP 
By Ruth J. Rose 

zt,. husband and I are very inte re sted in methods of keeping records , 
other than our own, and al so the tYPe of data which might be of value in 
project planning. We found in this Workshop Course the answe rs to many 
ot our questions. 

Our instructors were Mr. and Mrs. stanley Dickerson and Mr. Allen 
lmall, Chief of the Banding Office. 

In leading the discussion , Mrs. Dickerson brought out the important 
~ which should be kept in order to send accurate records to the Banding 

ce each year. While most of us are aware as to what i s ne ces sary 
dlta, it is a good idea to recheck your records frequently to make sure 
f~ haven't left out something of importance. The accuracy of your Band 
•

11111bere is of vital concern on your records , with the small si ze ban~ 
~g double checked for accuracy. Next in order should be the Name of 
c §aecies. If there is any doubt a s to the identity of the bird, you 
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~ releasa it unhanded. Of course, if there i s another bander oto 
your area who can help on identification, by all means consult h1Jn 

O 
ae 

The bird can be kept in a darkened holding cage for a period of tiln e r ht 
without injury. 

All too many of us do not know how to ~ and ~ Birds, it was 
pointed out. Sin ce not all the birds we band are nestlings and not aU 
biros a re a s easy to identify in the matter of sex as a re adult Ca 
we are a t a lo ss a s to sex and age of the so-called "adult" birds. So 
for our recoro s, we must li st this data as UNKNOWN. The Date on which, 
bird i s banded i s really necessary - especially if you have a "retrap1t 
and wish to know how long it has been (for there i s a 90 day period bt­
tween reporting s ) since it was originally banded or lai;t reported. It 
yo\l band birds in more than one area, then the Place 2!, Banding is alao 
very important to record. 

Whlle not necessary data for the Banding Offl.ce Records , many 
als o keep a record of the ~ when the bird was banded, Weather Co di 
a s well as Weight of fil.r!!, ~~(when necessary) and Wing Measu 
Thi s data , we learned from Mr. Dickerson, would come in handy for a 8P 
pre ject or research. 

Many peopl e make their own r ecord sheets, or you can purchase thelll 
(and help 2BBA's finances at the same t ime) from EBBA's &iitor (see the 
"Bandar's Aids" page in this issu e for details.) 

Yi.rs. Dickerson has also kept addi .tional records as well a s hetba.U, 
Records. These she calls her Species Books. These are loose leaf note 
boo~~ with a page for each speci e~ banded. The individual pages record 
all the above information including the extra data which is not neoesa 
for the Banding Schedules , and therefore serve a s a double check . 
Naturally all this must be done with complete accuracy to be of value, 
Mr. Thlvall voiced his accord on the need for accuracy and completeness 
records, in order that the inquiries which we receive from the Banding 
Office can be completed expeditiOU$ly. 

Walter Bigger and Alex Bergstrom each reported using a spiral bound 
student notebook for each species -- thereupon they can allow for many 
repeats and returns. 

Very logically, the problem::i and methods of record keeping blend 
into the area of Project Planning. Stanley Dickerson initiated his pre­
senta tion by emphasizing that worthwhile banding project s originate wbell 
the bander begins hi s perusal of the material already recorded and/or 
published. 

Basically , a project consists of four elements : (1) an idea, (2) 
need to inquire , (3) recording observations or in.fomation from which 
conclusions may be drawn -- pro or con , and (4) adequate time . 
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'.['he bander can sa ve endless hours by just famUiarizin him e 

ro11ghlY with what has already been accomplished in the / ecif: lf 
~ied area of inquiry. Try to detennine short cuts and te~hni c or 
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""" ,,o'fJtlJ idea a s to what i s worthwhile obse rving and :recordi ques --
~ou}.ar purpo se s. Make sure you can devote enough time t ng for your 
'ti flffU will lose the basis, the point and meaning of - rio your efforts 
ftJ- your o ginal pro j ect. 

Ml'• Dicker son made a few suggestions for project h1 h 
Allen Duvall later. The first was on Netting Proj!c; c ware verified 

:ns1der one or two aubjects but certainly not all of the: ;;: ~:e ':1ght 

1. Netting catches each hour. 
What kind of species at different hours. 

2• Relating them to Weather Conditions. 

3. Relating the catches to the Seasons of the Year. 

4. Relating them to the Til11e of Day. 

5. ~e:ing the( weights of binb at di.fferent periods 
0 e day a.fter netting them) and tallying them 
according to the averages for morning hours and 
late afternoon hours using standard Th f measurements. 

e purpose o this check, of course, is to see 
when the birds are eating the most during the day. 

Another a rea which could be studi d i 
ID the Fall , Winter, Spring and Summe/ 8 ~~ Plumage Changes. Plumage 
line, you might choose a study on Brood ~che ey chainget?h Or along a similar 
,tuting guide r s • us ng e following as a 

1. Is there already a Brood Patch when the birds retum 
from the sou th? 

2. Be.fore nesting? 

J. During Nesting. 

4. Comparing Brood Patches with postjuvenUe molts. 

There a re really many t 
it 10u would really like to a~s ye to be explo red and reported on, so 

ry one , now is tne time to start . 

'-Je~~n ou~h~structors we left the session in Record Keeping and 
are1'tge bander ~n ma~~~y t~:~ olfd t fhe considerable contributions the 

4 ie o ornithology . 

98 Lopez Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey. (07009) 




