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IOZNTIFICATION SESSION - EBBA v.ORKSHOP 
By Betty Knorr 

The Workshop sessi on on identification of ShoN birds , and 1.dentt 
i cation , ageing .?.nd sexing of llind birds was moderated by Dr. Jeff s,., t 
broad, Ch9.ndler Robbins , John Miller , and the writer. There were two 
parts to this discussion group, which was held at the annual llleettng \1l 
East Stroudsburg, Pa. 

The first part was devoted to identification of shorebirds and th 
second half to identification, ageing, and sexing of land birds. Due• 
the scope and complexity of the subjects plus the limitation of ti.me, 
species tha t are difficult to identify were emphasized. 

Prior to the discussion the moderators spoke on the subjects. 
C.handler Robbin s opened the session on shorebirds and explained how to 
use hi s shorebird measurement table which appears in the Workshop Man 
Vol. 2 , 1963. He also made additional comments about his paper on 
shorebird ident i ficati on which was also printed in the rianual. 

Betty Knorr then spoke brieily on shorebird identification and 
pointed out ways to separate Semipalmated and Western Sandpipers when 
their bill measurements overlap. 

Je .ff Swinabroad continued with the land birds and brieny re vt. 
ways of ageing ~nd sexing , including cloacal examination and skull os 
ication . On the identification of land birds he concentrated on t he 
j uv~nal plumage of common sparrows. These streaked nondescript bi rda 
were a real challenge and of the 12 skin s displayed ~ ~ bander at 
session was able to correctly identify all of them! 

Following the comments of the moderators the banders had an oppo 
1mi ty to study the skins on di splay . Chan Robbin s answered que sti ons 
the shorebi:ro skins while Betty Knorr answered questions relating to hi 
paper i n the Workshop Manual on techniques of banding shorebi:ros. Je 
Swinebroad had a delightful time by confusing everybody with the juv 
sparrow skins. 

Unfortunatelv, due to the large auditorium and the many handers 
attende d the session, the discussion was divided into three differ ent 
gro 1Jps running simultaneously. Nevertheless , everyone agreed that ti. 
session was informative and worthwhile. 

The skins of the confusing shorebird s and puzzling sparrows se 
a s a visual reminder th9.t handers should be extremely carefUl whenerdl 
a ttempting to identify, age, or sex any unfamiliar or confusing bi 
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NOTES ON THE TRAP SESSION - EBBA WORKSHOP 
By Jane Church 
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f}le workshop session on traps, mazes and banding equipment, held at 
,nnual meeting in East Stroudsburg, and led by Raym:,nd Middleton and 
)fears, was well-attended and lively. Equipment of all kinds bad been 
bt :in and everyone who attended went home w1 th ideas for adapting 

Mr, • McEntee showed maze traps which she had made thirteen years 
re and which still appeared new. These had been painted with fiat 

di, paint for two reasons - one, to prevent rust and deterioration of 
traps and two, to ena ble both the birds and the bander to see the 
in t he trap more easily. Differences ot opnion were aired here as 
t,anders swear by green paint, some by brown, and some by no paint at 
A painted trap !! easier to see into than an unpainted one and pre-

11 should catch more birds. I£ traps are. however, left unpainted 
-, be treated with Derust or Rustoleum for longer 11.fe. As the 
WQJ!kshop Manual Vol. 2, 1963, contains six diagrams or trap con ... 

ot1on plus descriptions of twenty traps it is unnecessary to describe 
traps themselves. (This Manual may be purchased from Miss Wilde 

camp, 223 Matsonford Rd., Radnor, Pa. - price $2.15 incl. postage). 

Traps are generally made with either½" mesh hardware cloth or½ x 1" 
wire. The latter ma.y be purchased by mall from Montgomery Ward 

poss1bly other mail order houses) in a 2' x 100' roll for $26.oo. 
welded wire is considerably more expensive than hardware cloth and 

dif ficult to bend, trapped birds do not hurt themselves above the 
or catch their bills in it. This wire is also available in .11tx 2"x 
roll s. Garrying handles and other metal parts may be made w1 th #12 
iz ed'. wire. 

La This reminds me that Walter Bigger had put extra long carrying handles 
111.1 t raps. Many more traps may be carried at a time because o.f this 
an extra convenience is that the handle may be slipped up on your ann 

both hands .free. Walter Bigger, who makes excellent traps uses • 
aingle-oall and fifteen three-call Potter traps. He generahy 

• )'looden bottom in them in order not to lose food in the snow and 
~

8 a J/4" thin strip of wood outside a.round the base to kee; food 
wing pushed out the sides by the captive bird. Another bander 
J !'Ps with Milar (a thin sheet plastic) during snow stonns. This 

snow out, the food visible, and makes practically no noise 
IIOuld frighten birds away. 

~• of the more valuable bits of information picked up during this 
oh ~

8 
to put an extra heavy wire above and around the tops of doors 

t il'ds perch and trip the treadle .from the outside. One top-
do rap had been built with an entire extra stationary hardware 

or over the top of the hinged door to keep long-tailed birds from 
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knocking the door closed. This also happens often with Potter- ty-pe t 
which have been built with the sliding door level above the roof levef'P 
An extra wire above the door eliminates this hazard. • 

Fred Mears showed a gathering box constructed with no screws or 
It was multi-celled, of masonite held together by fiberglass tape (w~~ 
comas in a roll as adhesive tape does. The swinging panels on the baa o-. 
were of plexigla ss (al so hinged with the fiberglass tape) and the trori~ 
was of soft nylon screening . This should eliminate bill damage which 
Vireos, Robins , Catbirds , etc . may incur when metal screening is used 1 carrying boxes. I forgot to lift thi s box to see how heavy it i,i (a ll 
major consideration for many handers who walk long distances between 
traps and nets.) 

Christopher Rose, also an excellent trap-maker, had two very Slllall 
gathering boxes made of hardware cloth. These had room for two small b 
or one large bird and should be very useful on slack days when you are 
lucky to catch a bird or two at a time. George Collins from nearby cl'I 
had brought a multi-room Purple Marti~ house adapted for nestling ban 
as the doors to all rooms were removable. 

One further gem: hinged, snap-on clothespins do an excellent easy 
job of keeping doors open on traps when the bander wishes to be away. 

There seems to be no cardinal rule for placing traps other than 
changing location if the trap is not catching birds . Mrs. McEntee pla 
traps on top of cinder blocks which are easily movable. Merrill Wood bu 
already mentioned in EBBA News that putting traps on top of fence posts 
may greatly increase the take . Putting burlap under trap s for greater 
bait visibility will frequently increase trapping as will placing tnwa, 
burlap and all, on tables . (If you by chance have a barn ~all with knot 
holes, traps may be placed inside the barn behind the holes and curi oua 
Starlings may go right in I) 

Not too much was said about various baits. Walter Bigger menti oned 
that he uses 100 per cent cracked corn which he puts through his wife'a 
food mill (he has bought her a new one for her own usel). A variety of 
bait is probably the best means of attracting the largest number of spec1 
to traps. (Mrs. Dater was overheard later mentioning that she had trapplll 
three hundred Goldfinches during the previous two weeks. They had been 
attracted by millet which she buys in 100-pound sacks from a feed store 
at the surprisingly low cost of $6.oo.) A 100-pound sack of medium 
cracked corn (with no wheat or other grain mixed in) i s bright yellow, 
visible for a good distance, and sells for about $4.00. Sunflower seed 
is a must, of course, and seems generally to be purchased in quantity 
from wholesalers in the midwest. Its cost this past year has been about 
$12.50 per hundred pounds, freight included. 
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\tlJter may attrac t birds which do not come in for food. A full bucket 
-U hol e i n 1 ts bot tom is placed on top of the trap w1 th a metal 

-Stllb:iow inside to cat ch the drip. Birds are attracted by the sound , 
pll'j4 ul,arlY during hot weather . 
, r~o 

l-fl'S• Rose i s to be commended for the superb canva s banding ki t which 
.,,de• &vecything you needs fits securely into its own compartment --

·~ pl ie rs , rulers, clip board , etc . It zips together with twin zippers 
pa•~•JD8et a t top center - this insures that the kit may be opened out 
~t tor eaq use. ,,.. 

,red MMrs had brought his "Annual Banding Kit " with him. It was 
oil 1arger and held 2000 bands on long wires , pliers rulers , pad, etc . 

._ 
8 110uld be rather elaborate for the back-yard bander but should be 

t!-iuabl e for peop l e who change banding locations regularly . I again 
'a.rgot to see how much it weighed but it looked heavy. A standing board ;th screw eye s or nails a ttached is an excellent simple device for holding 
,t,1ngs of band e . The band--size numbers may be wr1 tten in above each 
,trJ,ng for quick identification. 

This was an excellent Workshop session. The only improvement might 
111'8 been a greater variety of traps on display. For example, there was 

1111 Bal Chatri and no woodpecker trap. This is a small criticism for an 
.uemely interesting and informative hour and a half. 

Janella Fanns, Ashburn, Virginia . 

RECORD KEEPING AND PROJECT PLANNING SESSION - EBBA WORKSHOP 
By Ruth J. Rose 

zt,. husband and I are very inte re sted in methods of keeping records , 
other than our own, and al so the tYPe of data which might be of value in 
project planning. We found in this Workshop Course the answe rs to many 
ot our questions. 

Our instructors were Mr. and Mrs. stanley Dickerson and Mr. Allen 
lmall, Chief of the Banding Office. 

In leading the discussion , Mrs. Dickerson brought out the important 
~ which should be kept in order to send accurate records to the Banding 

ce each year. While most of us are aware as to what i s ne ces sary 
dlta, it is a good idea to recheck your records frequently to make sure 
f~ haven't left out something of importance. The accuracy of your Band 
•

11111bere is of vital concern on your records , with the small si ze ban~ 
~g double checked for accuracy. Next in order should be the Name of 
c §aecies. If there is any doubt a s to the identity of the bird, you 




