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HOW MANY SEAGULLS? 
Reviewed by William Pepper 

This is the 1962 report from the research director of the Massaohu 
Audubon Society on their Herring Gull marking project. 

Having banded and color marked a total of 2855 as against 1945 1.n 
1961 by more effective catching methods and selecting the most produoti 
areas, t.hey a.lso dFNdoped better reporting and checking methods, reau.i 
ing in the remarkable total of 9300 pubUc and staff reports, as agatnat 
about 900 in 1961. 

From these reports it seems evident that the Herring Gulls concen 
trate at abundant food sites, according to the report, in the fol101t11.ng 
order of choice: dumps, fish piers, along beaches, at sewer outleta 
at pig fanns. Almost the entire number of reports were of a local na 
only two bona fide reports were received south of Delaware Bay. 

The proposition is advanced that man's filth is responsible for 
increase of Herring Gulls and that it attracts them to places where t 
may become a hazard. This is verified by comparing Christmas census 
figures at various similar locations. 

It closes with a defense of the Audubon Society's having a hand 1n 
control work ,ag ains t the Herring Gull, desp ite thei r statement that tht 
Herring Gull is one of th eir favorite birds. They believe that if t 
p rogres s unimpeded the Herring Gull will be subject ed to quick, short.. 
s ighted control methods, and the rea l causes will not be dealt with. 

It is suggested that the cleanup, which is the long range sol ution 
to this problem, nee~s understanding help from the public. 

As a last word they appeal for reports, from anywhere, of Herring 
Gull s with colored bands and suggest you try reading the band nUD1ber -
a telescope or glasses might help. I might add -- don't walk off the 
fish pier trying to read the other side of the bandl 

14-YEAR-OLD OSPREY 
G. Hapgood Parks 
99 Warrenton Ave. 
H:irtford 5, Conn. 

-
The following record falls far short of this s 
longevity limit, but any wild bird that has worn 
band for almost 14 years is worthy of mention. 
Recently, a note from the Bird-B:mding La bo;ratO 
infonned us that Osprey 39-822575 had been "fo 

floating in a private pond" at Webster, Hass. by Peter A. Strz elewi cz, 
on April 7, 1963. We had placed this band on thi s Osprey, as ~ ~e 5tl. 
on July G, 1949. The nest was located at the summit of a p~ci~t 1~s 
cliff on Jord2X11 s Delight Island, Maine (4427 - 06749). This bi rd 

nest-m ate h2s never been heard from. 
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is starting i .n Australia. Writes 
EBBA Member Jack Hood: "I enjoy re

,Ebba News and I consider it to be one 
-~best magazines on bird banding.We have 
ot tb8 a small one here in Australia "The 
~der," Organ of the Bird Bandera Assoc
~ ot Australia. 
s,uon 

NEWS 
In btiel 

$105.00 has a lready been donated to EBBA's new Memorial Fund 
(see descriptio n of the Fund and its purpose in this issue) 
in memory of Seth I.ow, Bennett Matlack, Dr. Harold Wood and 

r Bowdish• EBBA members who wish to gi ve to thi s Memorial Fund 111:;,1'1 of!!! deceased EBBA members, should send their contribu tions 
: th• r.reasurer. 

Illustration Contest Award this issue goes to Anderson J. 
Martin for his 'birds int.he hand' photos illustrating his 
article in this issue. 

The next issue will contain articles by Mabel Gillespie - the 
_ "Travels of Common Tams" paper she read at the Annual Meeting; 

Tom Sherrat, "Banding Timesavers"; Boletta Morris' "Bucket Band 
J,ldll'", and note s taken a t some of the Workshop Se ssions by Betty Knorr , 

1111 Frenoh, Jane Church, Ruth Rose , Ralph Bell and others. 

The Eighty-fi rst Stated Meeting of the Alllerican Ornithologists• 
Union will be held at the University of Florida, Gainesville, 
Florida, August 12-16, 1963. 

Cattle Egrets are being color banded in east-central Florida -
in 1961, red bands; 1n 1962, blue bands (in addition to usual 
F & W Service aluminum bands . Through thi s banding operation 

1a hoped knowledge of the migration, sea sonal IilOvements, or ne sting 
e,olea of this newcomer to the country 111&.y be secured. Reports of Cattle 

ta seen , with dates , localitie s and color of bands , should be sent to 
B. Ellis, Box 38, Route 2 , Merritt Island , Florida. 

Two new Life Members - numbers 7 and 8 -- have been addedi 
Mrs. Jeptha H. Wade, 251 Old Billerica Road, Bedford, Mass. 
and Dr. lt>bert T. Gammell, Kenmare, North Dakota. 

Mr. & Mrs. Charle s A. Neel write that on 11/15/62 they found 
tw banded Tree Sparrows in a trap. On checking the bands they 
found that both had been banded on 11/21/61. This was not so 

• but the band mnnbers were consecut1 ve -- so now they are wondering 
• two were together ever since they were banded , or if they just 

ad to meet again and get into the trap together. 




