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The procedure that I use for taking close-up bird pictures 

After banding, weighing , and measuring the bird, I decide which 
supplementary lens to use . Zeiss makes several for the Contanex II \i 
are known by the name Proxar. The lenses range from f = 0.1 to 1m. ! 
find the most usefUl to be the f = 0.2m and the= O. Jm l ens all owing 101 to work at distances of 4 to 7 inches and 8 to 13 inche s fro m the subje 
These lenses are all parallax free when viewed through the ground glass 
range finder. 

The male Baltimore Oriole in 
breeding plumage should be eno 
to satisfy those who desire to 
only a colorful picture. Thi.a 
black and white enlarged oropP 
print was made from a High ~ 
Ektachrome slide taken at an 
aperture of f/22. 

I then set my distance scale on the camera to give me the subject 
field size for the bird subject. In each case the setting must corre 
to the proper supplementary lens in use. I then set my lens aperture 
after taking a reading with my light meter . I take a reading both or 
subject and of the background. 

The correct exposure must be determined by lining up two pointe rs 
on the exposure dial . A good meter and good judgment are the key s to a 
well-lighted picture. I previously place:l.my- camera on a tripod and 
attached a shutter release cable of about 12 inche s . 

Since I am right handed, I hold the bird in my right hand and move 
the bird back and forth while looking through the lens until the bird it 
in focus with the ground glas s range finder. The bird should be held 
behind the joints of the legs close to the body, in a position to show 
off points of identification. I then push the shutter release cable 
with my left hand. 

The procedure just described must be modified for indoor pho tog ra 
with a flash with respect to backgrounds, shutter speeds, and lens ape 
ure s . I have adapted the Hershey Sun-Ring electronic flash to use witb 
the Contafiex II. It i s mounted to the barrel of the lens by use of 
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up r1ngs and a tilter ring. The SUn-Ri.ng flash 1s powered by the 
;::;, 1 100 B power pack with a push button wattage selector. 

T.be eontatlex II camera can be purchased for about $70. oo and the 
__.tflllentar.Y lenses for about $20.00. The High Speed Ektachrome film 
~ff; to r about $2.7.5 per 20 exposure roll plus processing price. The 
~ey sun-Ring is not required for outdoor daylight pictures. It sell s :r $39•95 and the power pack for $.59. 00 plus the battery . 

This male Cardinal was quite 
c1111turb d about being photographed 
,o anything that his bill could 
,each was sure to be in danger of 
1 pinch• A glove sometimes will 
protect the hand and also add to 
the pi cture by hiding the hand. 
1'bis black and wh1 te enlarg ed 
cropped print was made from a 
111gb Speed Ektachrome slide. It 
i,as made at a 2.50th/sec. at f/16. 

There is much sa tisfaction f'rom seeing one •s own bird slides or 
prints and sharing them with local bird or nature organizations. 

826 Windsor Road, Cumberland, Maryland 

~ ~:s On September 12 , 1962 I banded a Chimney Swift at my 
home with band 168- 17202. This Swift was banded 

i!, Connor Tedarcl.s after havin_ g come out into our ld. tchen from the chim-
Boute 2 - Brown Rd ney and b ht · Ande • eing caug in the room. 

rson, s.c. On_ the morning of May 7, 1963 , I noticed two Chimney 
!louse from th S~fts in my den • presmnably having come into the 
banctiad and ~ same ?himney • The first of these was not banded, so I 
tlle same S ~ eased it. The second, upon being caught, was found to be 
interest r:t~ #68-17202 •. It occurred to me that this story might be of 
tliich it , hat this Sw:i.ft not only returned to the same chimney from 
Ohbaney ~d departed the previous fall, but decided to come down the 
banded ~hiout into the same room where it was originally caught and 

• s may be an oddity . ' 




