
May-June 1 96J EBBA NEWS 

The author carrying the Startech camera for wildflower pictu 

oil drums and markers near each nest so the eggs would not be de stl'OJ 
accidentally. We regretted that we were not able to band some of the 
beautiful terns, but none of the eggs had batched when we left on 10 

Nets were never used. There is usually a strong wind blowing a 
the wide-open tundra with no "hedge rows" to fonn a natural flyway. 
Birds were much too scattered in nesting territories. Perhaps nets 
have been effective at tree line when birds first arrived, or when 
were flocking before leaving. Much more banding could have been done 
had we concentrated on banding and stayed several weeks longer. 

Even with 20 hours of daylight, there :Ls not enough time in thi 
fantastic land. Besides the fascination of bi.a.'Cis and mammals, arct!l 
flowers were a carpet under foot. Tiny jewels of beauty that cllan,g 
from day to day - a paradise for the botanist. 

We hope that some day we shall be able to join the great migl'I 
in early June and stay to see the complete cycle of life in the beau 
Arctic tundra. 

24 Bowman Drive, Greenwich, Connecticut 
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USING THE V-tRBAIL POLE TRAP 
By Stuart D. Henderson 
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1nce rny article on raptor trapping appeared in the Nov-Dec 1962 
5 f jBBA NEWS I have received several letters from banders requestin g 

U8; detail s of some or all of the traps mentioned in this article . 

FUrther in tere st in the Verbail Pole Trap has bee n almost univ ersa l , 
,pite of my note s concerning the disadWtntage s of thi s t ra p . 

As roanY banders se em determined to "have a go" wi t.h the Verbail anyway , 
u.eve the following infonna tion on put chasing , prepa ra tion , and the 
use of Verbails is called for. 

In addition to the infonnation set forth he,re, any persons interested 
tdng this trap should also re-read carefully the note in the Nov-Dec 
BBBA NEWS article, page 208. 

Verbail Pole Traps a re ava ilabl e a t $6.00 each from the Animal Trap 
of America (makers of Victo r rat and mouse traps ), Lititz , Pa . They 
•de in one size only which will take almost any size of bird from a 
bird to a Golden Eagle. There is a high probability of injury to 

18 the size of a Kestrel or smaller, and you will probably also 
ence injuries to larger species if you use the trap a good deal. 

NO instructions for setting are included, but this is fairly easily 
by trial and error. A fair number of these traps are received 

ot adjustment, and you may have to do a little bending here and there 
e the trap operate properly. Setting off each trap with a stick 

wrti cally will give a good idea of where the noose will close on 
's tarsi; and whether further adjustment will be necessary. 

Here are a few tips on preparing and using the trap: 

'lba traps are delivered with a white cotton cord, and are painted 
We make these changes : Paint trap camoufiage tone s or flat 

and dye cord brown , black , etc ., or rub with lamp black . 

It traps are to be exposed to severe weather rub the springs with 
paint with spar varnish to prevent excessive rust. Wax the cord 

vUl probably shrink so tightly to the outside of the jaws in wet 
r t hat even i f a bird lands on the perch the trap will not operate . 

rain or sleet re nders the enti re trap inoperative. Excessive 
11 blow the co ro loose from its proper po si tion enci re ling the 

and cause 1t to ca tch the perch instead of the intended victim. 
1 easily cured with three or four small piece s of cellophane tape 

around the circle of cord. These pull loose hannle s sly when 
P b sprung . 
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Large or aggressive captives sometimes bite at and fray the Ol"i 
cord, and eventually a replacement will be required. You will pro ba~~ 
find, as we have , that nylon cord makes a superior replacement. CheaJtt 
traps every few hours will largely prevent this condition as a bi~ ge 
erally does not begin to bite the cord until he has been in the tra p I\ 
2 or J hours. I finnly believe this trap should be either watched 00~ 1 

antly or ckecked at least every J hours while in use. 

Before using your trap s set them and allow to stand for at lea st 
three days. Always follow this procedure before use I If you don 't, 

10 a re almost certain to injure a bird a s the spring s are extre mely PO\o'e 
unle s s allowed to "season" in this way before use. A new set of BPl'i 
will snap a 7/8" stick easily! Much of thi s tension is relieved by rig 
leaving the trap set for several days. 

As a cord from the trap to the ground it is best to use nylon (dy 
an appropriate color), as it is virtually impervious to rotting and 
up far better to biting or chafing than other cords. Always allow iso111t 
slack cord at the base of the pole. R8JIIOve all irregularities or bn.n 
from the post, sapling, etc., so the cord won't become entangled and 
hang the bird. 

It is also safer to choose a spot where there is grass, tall weed, 
or other vegetation around the pole to give a captured bird some cove, 
from prospective predators. 

The post should be of small enough diameter at its base so that 
spring and cord assembly, in the off position, is able to slide down 
the pole and all the way to the ground. Occasionally, a captive bird 
ca r1•les the assembly forward and over the pole when the tnp is sp:rung1 
inst0ad of allowing it to follow its normal path down the cord. A pole 
larger at its base than the space between the cord and springs will bane 
a bird at a point part way down the pole. 

Attempts on our part to build both a smaller, less powerful and 
larger, more powerful version of the Verbail have been unsuccessful. 
The trap seems to work best in the size it is manufactured in. 

33 Tewksbury St.• Ballard.vale, Mass. 

i{LLTE-:,r,e;QED '.'IARK.l.rn. I had a return bird on April 29 which was most 
,-C.~1'\J,:i, eresting. A Blue-winged Warbler that I banded 
Lilli 3n Cardin eli August 1 O, 19 59. It returned in 1962 and again 
,:;11glishto ,m Rd. this year , making it at least four years old . 
,J.c,Jnesto-wn, lJ. J. Of the records I received for the Who Banded \'Ill« 

cleparurient , there were only 61 reports of fil \lB
,dn ge d \,farblers bruided. This is a small nuraber compared with other 

Western Tanager 
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A BIRD IN THE HAND 
By .Anderson J. Martin 
Photos by the Author 

The bird bander has an opportunity 
that only a chosen few have, which 
is to hold and observe wild birds 
in the hand. Many bird watchers 
will never have this opportunity. 
Although we cannot provide them 
with the living "Bird in the Hand" 
we can, however, put a good color 
slide or print in their hand. 

Besides photographing birds tor others to enjoy simply for the pic
'1J9S' sake only, photographs can be used to point out special markings 
iDd points of interest which are helpful to birders and handers alike . 

1111 above pi cture of the Western Tanager serves another main purpo se , 
t ot documenting the o ccurrence of a rare or unusual bird . '!'his photo

,i'IJ)h taken Octobe r 12, 1962 a t Ocean City , m. Operation Recovery sta
tio n, as well as others by Chandler S. Robbin s, placed the We stem Tanager 
1111 the regula r list of Maryland birds . 

Many times I have used ury color slide s of birds positively aged or 
to compare with other spec1.Jllens before banding. "A good picture 

11 worth a thousand words." I cay thi s not to detract from the fine 
idlnti t i cation manuals such as Roberts• Manual for the Identification 
of Birds of Minnesota , but merely to point out how useful a picture 
twoord of a bird can be , e specially to the bander. 

So I decided to photograph each individual species as I banded them. 
11d.1 required me to purchase a set of supplementary lenses for in:f cam~ra. 
I 1118 a 35llllll Zei ss Contaflex II , which i s a single lens reflex type that 
iillbles me to look through the lens and frame the exact picture . The 

nd advantage to thi s camera i s that it has a combination ground glas s 
split U!l&ge range finder. The third advantage is the built in 
S\IN meter. 

I have found that the best film t o use is Kodak High Speed Ektachrome 
light Type with an ASA speed rating of 160. Thi s film is fast enough 
al.lo~ lens settings of f/11, f/16 and t /2 2 for greater depth of field e~:ter speeds of 125th and 250th/ secon d under the most varied 
--~ conditions. 




