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Time 

4:10 to 5 :00 

Number 
WORKSHOP SCHEDULE (continued) 
---'ritle and Leaders 

JIG B~GINNER NETTING & TRAPPING: How to erect nets 
Removal of birds, care and precautions. Types 
of baits, traps and precautions. Selecting st 
of operation. (Jim Richardson, Tim Starrett) 

NOT3: Group I, the Discussion Groups, consist of a short, 
fonnal introduction of the topic by experienced group 
leaders, followed by a general discussion with exchange 
of ideas. 
Group II, the Instructional Groups, consist of formal 
instruction by experienced banders and consultants. 
They provide an internship experience for new banders. 

THE WORKSHOI:'. £1ANUAL The 1963 Workshop Manual, like its predecessor last 
year, will contain quick reference material which 

would otherwise require considerable individual effort and research to 
assemble. It will be presented to each EBBA member who attends the ann 
meeting. The demand for last year's Manual exceeded the supply -- so we 
urge all who can to be sure of getting theirs by attending this year's 
sessions. 

SUGGESTIONS WANTED! The Workshop Connnittee suggests that you examine th 
sessions offered, jot do,m a few questions you would 

like to have answered or evaluated, and send them along for "channeling" 
to Chris. N. Rose, 98 Lopez Road, Cedar Grove, New Jersey. 

ANNUAL BANQUET The EBBA Annual Banquet (cost $2.00) will be held at the 
College on Saturday evening, April 20. Please make your 

reservations as soon as possible to Dr. W. N. Martin, Box 18 - College, 
East Stroudsburg state College, F.ast Stroudsburg, Pa. 

After the banquet, there will be a color motion picture, "The 
American Bald Eagle. 11 

.fIELD TRIP The Sunday morning field trip will be a guided tour of the 
Delaware River Tocks Island Project. This project includes 

a National Park Reserve extending JO miles around the dam. 

There's noone here • • • Everyone is off to the EBBA meeting in E. Stro uds 
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PURPIE MARTINS 
By Ralph K. Bell 
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MY 1nterest in Purple Martins sta rted one beautiful Sunday morning 
ago, when IllY sister, brother an d I were walking to Sunday School. 

1eat~ }lalf a mile from our fa:r,n there lived a respected elderly man that 
AbO~ne called "Squire" Rodgers. I was shocked that morning to see 
e18 u1re" Jtodgers toting a gun (in obvious haste) across the road in front 
"S\

8
• I called out to him to ask what the trouble was (I presumed it was 

0;d troub le as we were not allowed to pound a nail on Sunday, let alone 
b~ ta gun.) Mr. Rodgers infonned me that he had seen 3 Starlings on 
9fs° purple Martin box a few minutes before and they must be shot if at 
\

1 
passible. He also made the comment that unless checked, Starlings 

a uld beCOJDe a terrible menace. "Squire" Rodgers never lived to see his 
"~diction come true, but his comments had left a lasting impression on 
: young bird-watcher. 

Later, I built an 8-room box, cut a pole from a tree in the woods, 
and proudly put up my ''Martin" box. Every Spring some Purple Martins 
would look the box over, but would not build. Years later I found out 
wbY •• the rooms and holes were not the proper size. 

The history of Purple Martins in Greene County, Pennsylvania goes 
back to the year 1896 when Mr. J. Warren Jacobs erected his first Martin 
box at Waynesburg. It was a success and Mr. Jacobs started making and 
selling Martin houses to his neighbors. He enlarged his output and for 
many years built and shipped thousands of bird houses. His products 
ranged from small compact houses to large, fancy designs which were mod
eled after the fashionable houses of the times. Mr. Jacobs turned out 
some works of art, as local residents recall, with a carload of bird 
houses on the railroad siding not an unusual sight, as they awaited ship
ment all over the United States. Mr. Jacobs employed as many as 14 men 
at a time in his factory. His prize model contained 104 rooms and was 
called the "Capitol"• There were broad porches and beautiful peri-style 
colonades on all four sides, numerous roof ornaments, raised window 
trimmings, cornice, mouldings, etc. It was nine stories high, including 
the three stories in the clock tower, with a complete tin roof and porch 
projections. I might add that the shipping weight of this fabulous 
model was a little over half a ton. Henry Ford purchased at least 15 of 
these and there is still one in use near here today. 

Many people have remarked that it is hard to get Martins to nest in 
their boxes. First, one should have the right kind of box. In the 
eastern United States the Purple Mart in is almost wholly dependent upon 
nestin g accomoda t1ons provided by man. Under prim1 ti ve conditions they :d old woodpecker holes and similar cavities, and this is still true 

P9.rts of western United States. I n our area the bird box habit is so 
~~y established that it has become a controlling factor in the dist

ution of the species. The dimensi ons of the rooms in a Martin box 
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should be 6 x 6 x 6 inche s , and the entrance hole slightly less than 2 
inches in diameter. A perch is not absolutely necessary but most box e8 
have them, and some even have railings to keep the young f'rom falling 
the ground before they are ready to ny. Best results are obtained wh8 
the box is placed away from tree s (as the Martins like to swoop down :l}\ 
an open area as they leave the box -- this habit makes it easy to net a 
fair percentage of Martins for banding purposes.) A box with lots of 
rooms seems to appeal to them and in this area the recommended height 
for the pole is 15 to 18 feet , although I have seen some boxes as low a· 
8 feet above the ground. 

Once you get Martins nesting in your boxes , the biggest victory i e 
won, but there can also be a problem in keeping thE!l!.. After Martins ha 
been using a box for a few years , there can develop a mite problem, e 
if the box has been cleaned. If the situation i s allowed to get bad , 
many of the late hatched young may die of starvation a s the parent bi 
will refuse to alight on a box covered with mite s. At my neighbor's bo 
I have watched the pa rent birds approach with food , but ju st before l a 
ing go screaming away in apparent terror. I have used Malathion dust ( 
for the past :few years and the mite problem is apparently eliminated 
(Malathion is very good for both mite s and lice and ~ safe for wa 
blooded animals and birds if not mixed w1 th other compounds -- DO NOT 
DDT.) 

Screech Owls can also be a problem in some areas. That is one rea 
for keeping the entrance hole down to two inche s or less. One box owne 
once found a dead owl in one compartment when cleaning out hi s box in 
Fall. It had evidently managed to get in and enjoy a meal, but the 
power to get out wasn't as great. Another story was told by a carpen f.e 
from Waynesburg who was repairing a house in the country, the yard of 
which contained a well-filled Martin house. He said he became much i n 
erested in the birds, and while watching them in the evenings noticed a 
Screech Owl go to the box - but not enter. Later he heard a Martin 
struggle as an owl new from the bird house . By watching closely, he 
noticed that the owl clung to the entrance perch , thrust a claw through 
the entrance and draw out a young bird. After seeing this happen sa ve 
times, he later borrowed a gun and shot five Screech Owls from the cupo 
of the bird house in one evening. 

Cooper Hawks are rrry greatest problem. They use the surprise ele 
by trying to sneak in and grab a youngster off a perch before it can ge 
back into the nest compartment. Bedlam breaks loose when this happens 
a s the hawk is usually spotted a few hundred yards from the box and all 
Purple Martins and Barn Swallows that are available give chase while 
there is a mad scramble by the young trying to get into the holes at 
same time. After one of these attacks it usually takes at least an ho 
before things get back to normal as the old birds keep flying in ci rc l 
high above the box. 
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am a great believer in the balan ce of nature, I try to tol

s1nce Ih Owls and the Accipiter Hawks, and have not killed any of 
8 rete sc~ec for pe rhaps 15 years. After all, they a re here for a purpose. 
tbe d bi s 

uld not advise trapping and netting Martins until they are well 
I ~ d as it doe s make them scary, especially after the young hatch. 

establ i~ ~ably best when banding Martins to have t.io boxes that are a t 
It is ~~ yards apart , and then use trap s in just one of them. We use 
least only 6 holes of a 10-room box. I think it 1s best to not put 
traps ~ every hole as that gives 4 pairs a chance to take pos se ssion of 
traps compartment s and stay at the box - otherwise the Martins might 
nest1J')g the box entirely and none could be trapped. 
ab.andon 

'!he following drawing shows the traps we use. They are cut to corr
pd to the inside of the entrance hole and bolted there (for easy 

~8:va1). (One bolt hole near the top of the trap is sufficient . ) 

The traps are placed before the Martins arrive and removed about 
~15 (thi s could probably be late~ farther north) so that the sub
at ts that arrive in this area the last of April and the first part 
0 May can still nest. 
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The adults and young a re removed for banding by having each noo~ 
hinged on one end (two hinges on each floor are best) and held down on 
the open end by an old fashioned screen door hook. To catch adults t 
floor above is raised just enough to slide a hand in. 1.fu.ile banding 
young the open end is simply propped up by a six inch stick. 

The net used to catch Purple Martins is a 5-meter net stretched 
between two buildings (also used for Barn Swallows and described in 
EBBA News 25(3):113. The position of the net in respect to the Mart 
box is shown as illustrated below: 

DfiivEwAY 
D~ -"Aflt"/N /3r.x 

:(i'"'iP'.!e-- ,Ir le£:. ,5 ._..,Q11' _ _ -:; 

Both adults and immatures are netted during July and August. as 
is when there is a lot of visiting to neighborhood boxes still conta1 
young . Most of this visiting takes place in the mornings and .during t 
period there is a lot of twittering. chattering. and Martin talk going 
The netted immatures can be told from the adults by the yellow mouth 
(adult s have flesh-colored mouths.) I do not know when the yellow col 
disappears , but have noted mouths with less intense yellow as early as 
August 6 (1962). 

1954 
1955 
1956 

First 
Male 
Banded 

1957 Apr. 2 
1958 Apr. 2 
1959 Mar.25 
1960 Apr. 2 
1961 Apr.1 J 
1962 Mar. J1 

TOTALS 

First 
Female 
Banded 

Apr. 9 
Apr. 2 
Apr.19 
Apr.18 
Apr.24 
Apr.18 

Banding Totals 

.Adults 
& sub-A 
Banded 

3 
46 
50 
51 
32 
46 

~ 

Nestlings 
Banded 

72 
131 
131 
60 

119 
96 
96 
56 

101 
8b2 

Immatures 
Banded 

32 
23 
21 
.3 

14 
20 

11 .3 

Age 
Unknown 
Banded 

18 

~ 
20 

Total 
Ba.nd 
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I4troh- iber of immatures banded in 1960 was a direct result of 
The iow : m rainy peri od of May 7-14. 1960 when so many of our Barn 

he ver:! oloU purp l e Martins died. We found 19 dead Martins in our yard 
t uows and ere were probably many more that were out searching for 
~ne, and t~ ecame to o weak to ge t back t o t he boxes. Some boxe s in the 
1nsects and t enti rely a nd other s had onl y a f ew pair . Therefore there 
-• were vac~n re s to come around on vis it s and ge t caught in the net. a,- Je'W il!lll)a u 

were 
tion most often asked is whether the young come back to the 

On8 ques t I think the law of chance applies here . The following 
to nes • d lt bOllll bO" the number of recaptures. N = Nestling; A = Adult or Sub-a u • 

table shows 
Reca;Etures 

ill£ illZ ~ lli2. 12,60 12£.1. 
t 'Year after banding N 2 0 3 1 1 0 

nrs A 1 7 1 4 4 2 

" " N 1 0 2 2 0 
second " A 0 1 0 0 0 

" " " N 1 0 0 1 
Third A 0 2 0 0 

" 
II " N 0 0 0 ,ourth A 0 0 0 

" n n N 0 0 r,..tth 
A 0 1 

There was a total of 1 J different nestlings recaptured later, and 
there was a total of 21 different adults or sub-adults captured the years 
following banding. Of the nestlings sexed on return - 7 were males and 2 
were temales; of the adults and sub-adults - 11 were mal e s and 7 were 
temales. The only apparent reason for more males being captured is 
because the males generally seek out the nesting site and then try to 
talk a female into accepting it. I well remember several years ago 
witnessing a male trying to get a female to accept a Bluebird box. He 
constantly kept up the chatter on the Bluebird box and would often fly 
owr to the big !'iartin box and get a female to follow him back. One look 
was enough for her and after about a week he finally gave up. 

Many stories about Purple Martins often refer to the first arrivals 
as "scouts". I feel this is a misnomer. Once a Martin arrives, he is 
here to stay. If any disappear it is due to starvation or the home box 
in the area has just been erected. I have known Martins to stay at one 
ot 1111 boxes until a neighbor gets hi s up and then some leave immediately. 
The desire to get back in the Spring is evidently very strong and many 
Older Martins die almost every year during prolonged cold spell s. Some 
ot the sub-adults do not arrive until after the middle of May and this 
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helps preserve the species. The earliest arrival here was a male on 
March 7, 1956 at 4 P.M. on a very warm. day. Two others arrived on March 
17, but all died later when a cold spell set in. 

Starlings and English Sparrows at one time were a major problem 
until I fastened one of my box traps (used for catching Flickers, Star
lings, Screech Owls, and Sparrow Hawks to band) immediately below the 
Martin box. The box is similar to those used by Henderson and Holt for 
their Screech Owl and Kestrel studies (description of box in EBBA News 
25(3):96.) The English Sparrows are eliminated, while the Starlings are 
banded and released, and I might add - seldom come back. The type trap 
is the same principle as used for trapping Martins. The drawings show 
how the English Sparrows and Starlings are removed from the box trap. 

~ 
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Recoveries of our Martins have been few so far, but there is a 
suggestion that they do not all possess an affinity to the home area. A 
good example of this is a nestling banded here on June 26, 1958 (later 
caught in the net on July 20, 1958) and then not heard from again until 
caught by hand on July 24, 1962 at Marinette, Wisconsin, approximately 
500 miles northwest of here. It was evidently nesting in that area. Al~ 
there is a hint that Martins stop at boxes on the way, in the Spring, to 
the nesting area. An adult male, trapped here April 20, 1958, was found 
dead May 15, 1960 in the yard of a Martin box owner (Mr. Harold Gullen) 
at Saxonburg, Pa. This is approximately 80 miles due north of here. 
Whether this stopping is a common practice, or due to weather condi tions , 
or random searching for the home box, is a big question. Also, there is 
~s yet no proof that all adult Purple Martins nest each succeeding year 
in the same box (if still available), but until proven otherwise we must 
presume this to be true. This leads me to another question -- if a nest 
box that has been used for years is destroyed, do all the returning adul 
nest nearby, or do some leave the area entirely? 
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The following map shows the Martin recoveries outside of the county: 

The Kentucky recovery was an immature netted here July 14, 1957 and 
found at Bell Farm., Kentucky. The letter was dated June 30, 1959. I 
wrote for more infonnation as to whether the Martin was nesting, but my 
letter was never answered. 

This article has given information about Purple Martins other than 
banding, but I feel that an insight into getting Martins to nest and then 
keep them is necessary if Martins are to be banded in quantity. There is 
much to be learned about Purple Martins and banding is going to pave the 
way. Mr. J.C. Finlay of Edmonton, Alberta, is making a continent wide 
survey and study of Purple Martins. He will eventually come up with a 
lot of answers. 

Purple Martins are a most interesting and desirable bird, and when 
you have them around your place, you have (to quote from SBBA member 
Mrs. Paul T. Anderson of Middleborough, Mass.) "something special. 11 

RD 1 , Box 42, Clarksville, Pa. 




