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The Workshop will consist in a review of basic courses for those 
who missed some last year and for any new banders who may want these 
subjects for a good start. There also will be several 1¼ hour meaty 
seminars for advanced banders. 

The 1962 Workshop Manual was so popular from coast to coast and 
Canada that a 1963 issue is being planned. Incidentally, some 103 copies 
of the 1962 Manual have been sold and the pro1'1t is about $56.oo. This 
means, much to our relief, that the 1963 issue can be done professionally 
and 400 copies (instead of JOO) will be made so no one will be left out. 

Mrs. Herbert Church, Jr., will be in charge of registration, to 
help you sch~dule your courses. 

The next issue of EBBA News will contain the entire Workshop program 
so you will have time to choose the sessions you wish to attend. 

Make your plans ,now to attend Saturday afternoon, April 20, 1963. 

Rebecca Cregar, Committee Chairman, Matsonford Road, Radnor, Pa. 

BANQUET Our annual banquet will be held at the college Saturday evening. 
April 20 The cost will be $2.00. Reservations should be sent to Dr. W.N. 

Martin, Box 18 - College, East Stroudsburg State Colleg e, East 
Stroudsburg, Pa. Make your reservations as soon as possible -- but not 
later than April 1 -- so that plans can be made for the number of persons 
that will attend the banquet. 

After the banquet there will be the usual entertainment. Arrangement s 
for this will be announced in the next issue. 

FIELD TRIP Plans are still being made for the Sunday 1'1eld trip, which 
April 21 is expected to include visits to banding stations in the 

neighborhood and birding areas in the Pocono Mountains. 
More details on this will be printed in the next issue. It is also in 
the planning to organize an early morning trip for Saturday morning for 
those who arrive Friday night. 

( ( ) 
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(Reprinted from the Ringers• Bulletin, Vol.2, No.1, 1962) 

As every ringer knows, mist netting is greatJ.y influenced by weather 
conditions, in particular by wind direction and strength. Even a light 
wind will blow all the slack to one end unless the net is aligned care­
fully at right angles to the path of the wind. 

For some time now we have been world.ng in conjunction with our net 
manufacturers to devise a wind-proof net, and it now seems possible that 
we have at last achieved the desired break through. The manufacturers 
produced two prototype nets in which the netting is attached, in one case 
to both the top and the bottom shelf strings, in the other, to the top 
(or bottom, depending which way the net is erected) only. These two 
sample nets, and others which ringers have adapted after learning about 
the modification, have proved very promising. 

For example, it is possible to erect them parallel to the wind 
instead of at right angles to the wind, the slack remaining evenly dis­
tributed along the entire length of the net. Set thus, parallel to the 
wind, the nets have proved effective in force .5 and 6 winds. They can 
also be used on steep slopes, and are excellent for 11fiicld.ng" sw.i.fts. 

TETHERI NG CORDS AS TAUT AS SHELF STRINGS ~ -- ··--------- _________ , 

A :sixty foot net manufactured in t his way, 'WOuld probably be about 
6/- or 7/- dearer (85¢ or $1.00) than a conventional net. Before we 
decide lmether such an additional expense is justified, we are anxious 
to test the system as widely as possi ble and so are describini,- the mod­
ifications here in case ringers care to adapt any of the nets 

O 

they hold 
in stock. The method of tethering is to run a second cord between the 
loops, attaching it to the first cord at intervals of about 6 or 7 inches. 
The i:lt.taehi.ng can be done by 11eans of a single or a double overhand !mot. 

rovi~ed tha~ th?-s strin g i s exactJ.y- the same l ength as the shelf strin g 
to -wlu.ch it :i.s mte:rmitt entJ.y knotted it does not matter if the overhand 
knots slide alon g t he sh el f string wh~ the ne t is not erected. 



Jan-Feb, 1963 EBBA NEWS Page 8 

It is, of course, essential to see that the slack is evenly distrib­
uted along the ent ire length of the net before commencing oper ations. 
The method we have employed in doing our conv9rsions involves stretching 
a net tightly between two points at such a height that it is convenient 
to work with the top string. The cord - in our case the standard (i.e. 
not the heavy) shelf cord - was wound on a netting needle. Once the end 
of the cord has been tied securely to a loop, it is a simple job to secure! 
this line to the main shelf string at intervals of about 7 inches, thus 
ensuring that no mesh can slide more than an inch or two. 

Done in this way, there will be about 6 or 7 free-sliding meshes 
between knots. The illustration may make the details plain. So far as 
we can see at present, a net tethered at the top only is equally as 
effective as a net tethered at the top and bottom, but further experience 
is required. 

(Edi tor's note: We intend to adapt some of our nets as explained 
in the fore going article. We hope that other EBB!\ members will also test 
this net tethenng idea and let us know the results. If it works, it 
will certainly be a boon to all banders who use nets. We shall hope to 
publish some findings in the next issue.) h 

-F ~ ----- 'Y ~ ~_) 
SHALL WE STOP BANDING EVENING GROSBEAKS 

IN ORDER TO SAVE THEIR LIVES? 
By G. Hapgood Faries 

Many banders of Evening Grosbeaks have learned that some of their 
birds have been shot (or "killed", or "found dead") in one or another 
of the Canadian Provinces. Many of these shootings have taken place in 
the western part of Quebec's Gaspe'. Mrs. Parks and I visited this region 
last spring and it was our good fortune, while we were there, to come 
into possession of an interesting accumulation of data regarding the 
local situation. 

The story is far too complicated to discuss here, but we are able 
to report that, bad as it still is, the condition in that region is 
showing definite improvement. This improvement is indicated by the 
number of bands recovered and reported annually by the inhabitants of 
that vicinity. Our data reveal the following numbers of bands reported 
during each of the past four years: 

88+* 104+* 

1962 

27 

*The maximum known number in an uncertain 
total is indicated for 1959 and 1960. 
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The 1961 decline should be credited to the efforts of certain Can­
adian ornithologists, to direct intervention by Canadian Wildlife Service 
authorities, and to letters written by several United States handers. 
We hope that the further decline in 1962 may reflect, in part, the addi­
tional effect of our own presence in the area last June. Anyhow, of the 
27 ban ds reported as having bee n removed from dead Evening Grosbeaks 
during 1962, fourtee n were take n from the legs of some of the 500 we 
l!Janded there during our bri ef s tay. All 27 of the bands came from birds 
recovered in a remote area we were unable to visit. 

The question might be asked: can this killing be completely curbed? 
We doubt it. Just so long as bands are placed on the tarsi of Evening 
Grosbeaks some of the birds are bound to be shot in order to obtain the 
bands they are wearing. such is the inquisitiveness of the human inhab­
itants of this species' primitive nesting locale. Since the banded birds 
are the ones that are being killed it might be logical to find the "ounce 
of prevention" in a decision to stop banding the birds altogether. Every 
band we place on an Evening Grosbeak makes that bird a potential target 
for a .22 caliber slug. 

F.ducation can help, of course, but the difficulty of carrying the 
educational process to the source of the trouble is great. Last spring 
we discovered an intense interest in the banding procedure among those 
persons to whom we were able to demonstrate it. An even more virile 
interest was registered by those who saw "foreign retraps" released to 
fly away with their bands still intact after the desired infonnation 
from these bands had been recorded. To disseminate this understanding 
until it has reached everyone, however, is almost impossible. 

But to leave this species unhanded will !!21 protect it ·against the 
serious menace which results from the promiscuous air-spraying of its 
nesting areas with insecticides. This threat was brought force.fully 
to our attention at dawn on June 28 when we shared with the birds the 
shower of oil-borne DDT released from the spray-planes of a forestry 
company. It seems that here is an even greater field where more educa­
tion is needed, for, in this instance, the mere absence of a band from 
the bird's leg can in no way serve to save that bird's life. 

99 Warrenton Ave., Hartford 5, Connecticut. 
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