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SAGE THRASHER -- A FIRST FOR VIRGINIA 
By Jane Pickens Church 
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I have a nice rara avis report from here -- I banded a Sage Thrasher 
on December 5. According to the Fish & Wildlife records, this is the 
first banding east of the Mississippi and only the fifth time the bird 
has been sighted east. It was the first record for Virginia. 

It was continued in the hand by Dr. F. G. Sheider of "Washington, D.c. 
and photographed by Dr. J. J. Murray of Lexington, Va. and by Dr. Alex­
ander Wetmore of the Smithsonian Institution. I also checked skins at 
the Smithsonian. 

Incidentally, the bird was first identified for me by Chandler 
Robbins at Patuxent via long distance telephone -- this in itself sets 
some sort of a record for competence on his part I (And competence on 
Jane Church's descriptive ability! -- Ed.) 

Janella Farms, Ashburn, Virginia. 

USE DECOY FOR CEDAR WAXWINGS 
By Harry H. Goehring 

(Reprinted from Inland Bird Banding Hews) 

During the past fall ( 1 e6o) I have banded 104 Cedar Waxwings within 
a two-week period. The two most important factors which made this poss­
ible were the presence of two mountain ash trees loaded with berries and 
the use of one or two banded Waxwings placed in the traps. Of course, 
at this time of the year most of the birds migrating through St. Cloud, 
Minnesota are :inmlature birds. They seemed to have little fear of me as 
I came to anpty the traps. The fact that there were one or two dozen 
birds in the traps at this time, so near to me, indicated to them, I 
suppose, that there was little danger present. Being such a "flocky 11 

bird, I reasoned, a decoy of banded Waxwings would bring more to the trap 
soon after it was emptied. Such was the case because I banded over 40 
birds in less than one hour. 

For this operation I used a large figure eight government sparrow 
trap and another trap with top opening shaped, as viewed from the end, 
in the fonn of an E. Pails of dripping water were used for 11bait. 11 

The noise from the dripping water, I am sure, attracted the first birds, 
but the banded decoys kept them coming down from the trees once I started 
the banding operations. 

It would seem that using banded birds to decoy would work for other 
species of birds which travel in flocks. 

St. Cloud, i linnesot'.l. 
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OPERATION RECOVERY - OCEAN CITY, Md. -- 1962 
By Gladys Cole 
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"Chiggeri, are about gone. Mosquitoes are more plentiful. Aubrey 
Bodine from Baltimore SUn came and took a few pictures. The Ballentines 
from West Virginia .arrived. Poor, poor weather. Poor, poor birds. Only 
31 new yesterday and as of 9:30 a.m. only J have been banded today. we 
need you to bring us some luck." 

This was the news I received from Ghan Robbins on September 5th, 
from Operation Recovery at Ocean City, Md. He had gone down on Septem­
ber 1st to set up the station. The next letter had better banding news. 

I went down on September 13th with three helpers, arriving about 
4 p.m. to find Chan Robbins and Jane Church with every collecting cage 
full of birds to be processed and it was time to make the rounds again. 
This was their second busy day and the best of the season. The next week 
was good banding when it wasn't rainingl 

Our station is quite primitive. We have a table for the scales, 
fashioned from a card table covered with a discarded metal top from 
someone's garden (but without the umbre lla). A tarpaulin is tied between 
.f'our trees for protection from sun and rain. We have movable cardboard 
boxes to protect scales from wind. Each wo:rl<:er brings his or her own 
chair. We had to pa:ri<: one block away this year as the spring hurricane 
had washed out the street which led into the station. 

North Ocean City has changed in some ways since we have been banding 
there. A great many pine trees have died. Streets and houses have 
crowded nearer our station and close by this year was a dredge, pumping 
sand and muck from the bay to the beach on the ocean side. Despite this, 
you will see by our records that 1962 was the best year of our banding 
at this Operation Recovery station. 

!h!, Sanders: Pan ¥.d.nke, George and Ruth Ballentine, Jane Church, Anderson 
Martin, Mrs. Bradley Fisk, Gladys Cole, Dr. G. M. Meade, 
Mrs. E, A. Pepper, Chandler Robbins, Captain J,E,M.w:>od. 

Afsistants: David Bridge, Dr. R.K.Burns, Herbert Church, James Danew, 
Marguerite Ik>nnald, Marguerite Douglass, Richard Douglass, 
James Halpern, T. Hearne, Dr. & Mrs. Kimmich, Aldridge 
Pepper, Mrs. Wm. P. Riedel, George Robbins, Stuart Robbins, 
William Scudder, R. Shiflett, Dr. w.J.L, Sladen, D, Soleau, 
Judith Stoddard, R. Ward, w. Wiggins, Dr. P. o. Won, 
Elizabeth Wood. 

Complete records will be found on the following pages •••• 




