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: EPIDEMICS AND STARLTN
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When four boy scouts of Troop 36 in Mexiee M4 :
geveloped high fevers, chills and coughs, Semlagidag ph

with Histoplasma capsulatun, There was no question of the
portions of the infection when it was found that 97% of gy

ositive histoplasmin skin tests, 60% had positive d
fggsts for histoplasmosis, and 47% had active 1esiong?2pt:ne£-
public Health Service epidemiologists. s

Two weeks earlier, scouts from the town's four troops had vol
to clean out an overgrown area which was to become a public park:
ganples collected from the area showed 62f positive for H. capsulatum.
Reviewing the history of such infections, the investigat’érsmé
in the New England Journal of Medicine) found that epidemics had been
reported in Rockford, Illinois, in 1955; Mountain Home, Arkansas, 19563
pallas County, Alabama, 1958; and Sturgis, Mississippi, 195%.

Until recently, three sources of histoplasmosis infection had been
reported: visits to fams or prior rural residence; exposure in urban
dwellings contaminated by bird droppings; and importation of contaminated
fam soil or manure as fertilizers. The Missouri incident points up a
fourth source: bird-contaminated, open-park lands within cities.

Epidemic histoplasmosis has been linked with the razing of buildings
that had been favorite roosts for pigeons and starlings. The Public
Health team’s evaluation is that "city dwellers contract histoplasmosis
by contact with point sources of growth of the organism and not by the
casual inhalation of windborne spores disseminated throughout the city.®
The congregation of huge flocks of birds in urban areas, and their poss-
ible contamination of park areas and playgrounds, presents a new and
difficul’ problem for health departments.
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS OF ELRD-BANDING

Because of the increases in printing costs and postal rates, present
and pending, the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association has regretfully
concluded they can no longer allow any special subscription rates,

The Council of NEBBA, therefore, has established a uniform rate of
$5.,00 (U, 5. currency) for all subscribers, effective on new or renewal
subscriptions starting with the issue of January, 1963. Outstanding
subscriptions at a lower rate will be unchanged, but the new rates will
apply for those subscribers upon renewal.





