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EPIDEfil.CS AND STARLINGS 

{,repr:tnted frOm ~ S,¢.ences, pub1.i.cat.i.on of tl: .. . :i.e N.Y.Aoadsny or Sciences ) 

·when four boy scouts of Troop 36 in Mexico Mi, 
de"e1.oped bigh fevers, chills and coughs, serol~gi~asouri, recentl.y 
¢.th Histopl.asma capsulatum. There was no quest'ion 0 ~es'll.s showed infection 
portions of t.he Wection ,ohen it was tound t.hat 97i 0i"G4 "Pl."-c pro­
p0sitive bistopl.asmin skin tests, 6r,f, had positive oompl. seouto 'had 
t,ests for bistopJ.asmosis, and 471, had active lesions " a:n:1\:.-~ation 
,publi c Heal th Service epidemioJ.ogists. ' pe ed by 

Two weeks earJ.ier, scouts from the town's four troops had - volunt 
to c1ean out an overgro,m area -ch was to bec""8 a public part< , ~o~-
6a:inples c9llect~d from the area showed 621, positive for !!• capsul.atmn. 
Reviewing the ha;story of such infections, the investigators (reporting 
in the ~ England Journal. 2f Medicine) found that epidemics had been 
reported in Rockford, Illinois, in 1955; t1lountain Home, Arkansas, 1956; 
na.Uas County, Alabama, 1958; and Sturgis, :t-1ississippi, 1959. 

Until recently, three sou.rce:::1 of histoplasmosis infection had been 
reported: visits to farms or prior rural residence; exposure in urban 
dmill-ings contaJlrl,nated by bird droppings; and importation of contaminated 
fa,1111 soil or manure as fertilizers. The Missouri incident points up a 
fourth source: bird-contaxninated, open-park lands within cities. 

Epidemic bistopl.asmosis has been 1.inked with the razing of buildings 
th.at had been favorite roosts for pigeons and starlings. The Public 
Health team.

1
s evaluation is that "city dwellers contract histoplaS!llosis 

by contact with point sources of growth of the organism and not by the 
casua1 inhalation of "t-:rindbo:rne spores disseminated throughout the city." 
The congregation of huge flocks of birds in urban areas, and their poss­
ible contamination of park areas and playgrounds, presents a new and 

clifficul~ problem for heal.th departments. 
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NOTICE TO SUESCRIBERS OF HI.RD-BANDDlG 
Because of the increases in printing costs and postal rates, present 

and pending, the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association has I't;lgretfullY 
concluded they can no longer allow any special subscription rates. 

The Council of NEB~, therefore• has established a unifonn rate of 
$5.00 (U.S. currency) for all subscribers, effective on new or renewal 
subscriptions starting with the issue of January, 1963. Outstanding · 
subscriptions at a lower rate will be unchanged, but the new rates ·will. 

apply for those subscribers upon renewal.. 




