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HANDLING AND EXAMINATION OF LIVE BIRDS
By Douglas C. Hackman, Melvin Garland
Pan Minke and Betsy schaffer '
(Reprinted from the Workshop Manual. Vol. I, 1962)

Many bird panderss including those who pand only a few birds as well
as those who band in large yolumes, are performing more and more studies
upon each bird that is phandled: therefore the technigues themselves and
the time element become 1ncreasingly important. Following are gsome of
the procedures which we have found helpful:

HOLDING THE BIRD CONVENIENTLY FOR BANDING

A. Grasp 1t firmly by the thighs with the right hand, tumm it
around into the left hand s° that its back g against the palm of the
hand. Close the little finger over the neck gently and the other fingers
firmly around the body. The thunb and index fingers are left free to
hold the tarsus while attaching the band.

Or B. 0rasp 4% so as to pinion 1ts neck petween the jndex and second
fingers. and the wing tips, tail and feet by the 1ittle finger closed
against the palm. That leaves the thumb and ring finger to hold the
tarsus to attach the band.

P B

The next operation 15 to examine for fat. The feathers are blown
gently to expose the following regions: (a) area of upper pbreast sur-=
rounding the wishbone (furculum) where the trached (windpipe) enters it:

(c) the lower pack; (d) the abdomen (posterior to ribs). Fab deposits
will show through the skin as yellow areas contrasting with the red
color of the muscles.
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Fat Class O (none) Fat not readily visible anywhere; deep
furculum cavity.
Fat visible in furculum but
small amounts present in
Furculum full; increased fat
areas; skin in axilla and
"mounded® from excess fat.
Furculum area so swollen that clavicles and
lower neck vertebrae are completely COVeryq,

all other areas swollen, especially abdoman'

Fat Class 1 (little) does not fi11
other areas,
in the othep
lower back

it;
Fat Class 2 (medium)

Fat Class 3 (heavy)

WING MEASUREMENTS

With very little practice wi
with a small millimeter ruler (a
block may be attached to the "ow
the chord, which is the straight
from the shoulder to the tip of ¢

ng measurements can be taken easily
wooden or plastic one —-

end, or use thumb as "0"), Measure

line distance of the unflat
he longest feather.

TAIL MEASUREMENTS

For this purpose a pair of dividers and a
necessary, Measure from point between middle

millimeter ruler are
insertion to tip of the longest feather,

pair of feathers at their

TARSUS MEASUREMENTS (see illustration at top of next page)

Measure from the middle Jjoint
"tarsus!" (tarso-metatarsus) to end
corresponds to lower edge
of the tarsus,

(behind) between the tibiotarsus and
of tarsus in front (which often
of last undivided scute). Actually a diagonal

Jl
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SILL MEASUREMENTS

i tip.
End of feathering on top mldlt:glt:o bgse o
CE rd of culmen, from tip of o
kzll (which is exposed in few spe
s

ketch. ]
gigmsdistal end of nostril to tip

i

Bill from feathers:
Bill from base:

Bill from cere: .
Bill from nostril:

=y

Ly
-

BODY WEIGHT

d, it is a
ring completed, 1
hecking and measu in which holes
WHih She bandinié iil" gini into a small p]i'-a“tgeb:giéhing process.
simple matter o pfgr ventilation) or a cone, Ornd then roll the bag up
have been:puached the bottom of the plastic bag 8a¢ " TR, W e ro1l be
Place the bird in to hold it fimmly. It is.impwhich makes weighing
in such a migneriisorder to eliminate struggling
reasonably firm

difficult.

a gram on an QOhaus

£
The birds are weighed to the nearest temih of & BFH o %y oastic
(5]

triple beam sated we ghtS

P balance which has compen i !

bag or other container in which the bird is held
g

=
be takell bo keep t}le Weig}lln.g bags or cones cleall a]ld.

Care sho uld re sult-

dry., Otherwise, inaccurate weights will

he roll from the
the welght has been taken, simply remove the
When the

scale pan and release the bird.





