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(The following is fro 1 By B. W. Beall 
carbon copy of FrankmFa ett~r from Mr. Beall, to whom 
page of this issue ---~:)rs article, which appears o~ ~d sent a 

e Precedin 
I was glad to receive g 

a ble to obtain the detailsy~;rt!etter today. It is not often tha 
H e recovery of one of my bands t I am 
ere are a fe w back • 

south and west slo e ground details. The he ron 
vegetation is hawtho;:r :i~!ll near Spiro, Okla homa~ i~ lo cated on the 
is testified to by ma • soDie oak and elm. The d e predolll1nant 

ny Slllall clUJJlps of Pri kl ?yne ss of the are 
c Y pear, our loca]. a 

About JOO pairs of bi cac tus. 
Herons, with a few rds nest in the heron 
feet up in the hawt~ommon and Snowy Egrets. Th;-1bi:stly Little l3lue 
parts of the small o;~s. ~he CollllllOn Egrets ge nera.11; ~==: from 4 to 15 
young birds can scrambl; fro: bushbes are so clo se together t::t tthhe upper 

one ush to another. · 8 

I located the heron 
then. About 2600 ry in 1958 and have been ba 
banded, this year ~:;g

35
b~rds have been banded. In ~ 6f ;5

h;re since 
• young were 

The l Of the 2600 birds I have gotten 14 recoverie 
1st follows : s -- most were ht 

212ecies 
Common Egret 
Snowy Egret 

Banded 
~/6/59 
6/ 25/ 61 

" " Little Blue 
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " II 

'f 
" " 

6/ 18/ 60 
Heron 6/ 13/ 59 

" 6/ 4/ 60 
'' 5/23/59 
" 6/ 18/ 60 
" 6/ 4/ 60 
" 6/13/59 
" 5/ 23/59 

: :ftfi6 
" 6/ 11/61 

Recovered 
5/17!60 
11 / 9/ 61 
S~t / 60 
J/ 11/60 
12/ 10/60 
3/10/ 6o 
10/ 22/60 
9/24/ 60 
8/21/59 
7/16/59 
8/18 / 61 
9/ Jo/ 6o 
10/8/ 61 

S O • 

c location 
omayagua, Honduras 

Puntarenas, Costa Rica 
Muldron, Oklahoma 
near Lake Mana 
Esta cion C gua, Nicara gua 
Moloacan ~;~ica,Tamaulip as,Mexico 
Quibd • ntz, Mexico 

0 • Choco , Colombia 
7, Panama 
Wister, Oilahoma 
West Fork, Arkansas 
New Madrid, Missouri 
Port de Qu Shi epos, Costa Rica 

" " "(The fourteenth is 
page) 

C~s~bo~ 150 miles southwe st of 
the one taken ~aB caug(ht and rel eased 

eru see preced ing 

2204 Hendricks Blvd.' Fort.n· 
Sll!1 th, Arkansas 
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The sub j ect of strays and stragglers and why the y appear where they 
dO is one of major interest t o bird-handers and one t o which banding has 
~ade a contribution by supplying undeniable factual evidence. In Part I , 
l discussed the ret urn of strays to the exact out-of -range localities 
~here the y were first seen or banded. I suggested t hat through imprinting, 
t he bird, if' at the rig ht stage of immaturity, subst ituted in its con­
soiousness t he new locality over the inherited one as an accepted part 
of its range. 

It may be asked, does such acceptance by occasional birds have any 
permanent effect so far as the species as a whole is concerned? 

It is my belief that if en ough strays of the same kind appear at 
t he same localities over a long enough period of time there is a penn­
anent effect. Sometimes the result is the establishment of an outpost 
of winter range, perhaps separated by hundreds or even thousands of miles 
from the nonnal winter range. Again the result may be a deviation in the 
nonnal migration route. Repeated appearances of strays in regions wt­

suitable for winter occupation may actually lead to a migration through 
those regions each year by a segment of the species. Something of this 
kind appears to have taken place in New England, for example, where each 
fall season sees a marked movement of western species; most notably, the 
I.ark Sparrow, Western Kingbird, and Dickcissel, and of perhaps one or 
more southern species. Of particular interest is the fall movement of 
the Yellow-breasted Chat, a southern species, into New England and to 
some extent into the Mari time Provinces. 

The movement of bi rds in this group through New England and adjacent 
regions is often accompanied by lingering; that is, the species in question 
act for a time a s though they were going to take up winter residence. Now 
and then Chats and others do attempt to spend the winter. Many settle down 
near feeding stations. Most seem to stay as close to the coast as possible. 
The milder maritime cli mate is undoubtedly a facto r in selecting coastal 
locations. 

It would seem as thou gh the Chats and other s did have an attacmnen t, 
i t might be called, to the region, and this, in turn, suggests an adapt­
a tion that has come about through countless ca ses over many generations of 
i mmature birds haVing been subject to locality imprinting at a time when 
perhaps weather factors made them invo luntary visitors. 

The severity of northern winters permits f ew of these Visitors to 
remain. The exodus of Chats, Lark Sparrows, Weste rn Kingbirds, etc.• in 
fact, begins well befo re winter sets in. Coastal mist netting stations 
from Nova Scotia to Maryland begin recording such birds in late August. 
Timing their appearance s, as a rule, with the col d fronts that bring the 
big movements of other migrants, these birds move along with the rest. 
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When they arrive in the Page 212 
mist netter, I am convin:ro!:i and by what route is a Dzy'stery 
This 8"Ddus continues 1nto iate ':!.nw ~captions, is viewing the 1;!~:4stal 
aroun d at the time of the Cbri tma an usually only a few Chat us. 

5 s bird counts. s are st1.11 

Farther south there i of cold or of a diminishin: ;~~~ need of moving on to escape the ha 
of stray species to achieve new s~pplyt. It becomes possible for a zarde 
South. With its mild wint ou pos s of winter range in rt nUlllber 
for strays from all over ~;s C<>~~~=:t:eads all other seotio~: a: ~:r~!:n 

Not only is the climate graphically h such that :f suitable but Florida's situati i~wc
8

..';: fall migrants. ~~babl~l;i:~: two 1direotions bring~~ ~o .. 
w """'m eleme nt via th reoe ves the large t ha 

inla~em:~~imring sizable a~~~ro~sG~!ft~~a=:y• :uttche Atlant~c ~oa:ta~f 
e ~rovi.nces Ne Engl 

O 8 
rays that first 

Thia is ti.. ..,_ent, whicl> r"11a and, and the Midd1e Atlantio st ~PP•ar 
mist ne1t1ng stations ve suggested, is obse-~ at~~ a es. • · ~-v~~ l,.lle coastal 

As with the tourists that there is not much t nd arrive in Florida at ab t t 
Florida. South Fl.o:i~n1 on t~e part of the strays ~u11n!:r~e season, 

:"'~ .! s the ul tima to g~ '."" ,:r::s -:• r:!1: Beaohes and Saraso.: ::l:"' 
g~wids 1In u~e ;o strike out overwa.ter en ro!t!heto strays possess enough 
Keya e ropics. Certainly a .fair numb atncestral wintering • er ge down into the Florida 

One has on):y to look under the Fl 
~in an insight into the extent ot th ori~ Region of the Field Notes to 

r exampfle, the June 1957 issue repo~ was ern penetration 1ii'io Fiorl°da 
ern a finity during the winter of s no less than 24 species of we • :::th•rn section, A closer look .!9tt57, and ..,st of these in the st.. 

a number of species can no lon e e western element in Florida shows 
be regarded as regular winter visi~r:. be regarded as strays but should 

Swainson•s Hawk, known ca occurs regularly each w1 sually in Florida in the last 
~:>r-ta1led Flycatcbe;:•=:.i ::.;~~t, ";;~ter range is in~::,°{;_,,."';" 

r range through much of th g rds, that share a c 
occur together in south Fl.ori~u em Me:x:ioo and Central America o~n ~.t: to the last century (Ho;.~;:"~~£. the Scissor-tailed ~-=~char 

Kingbird record was one taken in F1 b Birdlife) 'While the first 
Probably 11 th 

8 
rua:ry, 1918. 

t a . ree of the speci hrough clearing of the land for ~s just mentioned have bene.f'1 tted 
south o.f Miami. This clearin ag culture 1n the region immedia 
~!J:, 1::.,:•~ :roplands that g ,!;!::."f ~:.,:.~n= 1 foll~wing World ~;' II, 
ida can b w n ers. In the Keys and in fa nson s Hawks can be .found 

Kingbirds e (i~:~w:=e t fiocks of Scissor .. ~d ~:~t~ of South Flor .. 
closely to certain localsitailways associated together) ;:rns ankd Western es through the winter. • oo s adhere 
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Howell lists the f1.rst Vermilion Flycatcher for the state as one 

taken in Match, 1901. Within recent years this species has been a regular 
nsitor in the Tal.lahassee region and casual elsewhere in Florida. White­
¢,nged !loves are also now regular winter residents in parts of Florida, 
especially the extreme southern portion. No one knows the source of these 
doves, whether our southwest or the 'West Indies. This is another species 
first recorded 1n the last century. The Dickcissel also dates back to 
the last century as a casual stray. Now the bird may be regarded as 
almost common in winter. But whether or not this species should be called 
1lestem is open to debate. Perhaps mid-western would be more suitable as 
the bird ocours abundantly througn much of the Mississippi Valley. Of 
course, 01.ckcissels were at one ti.me common breeding birds in the -East 
and there are a few breeding stations at present. The Lark Sparrow, 
another western and mid-western species, was f1.rst recorded in Florida 
in 1872. Now it is also nearing the common winter visitor status. The 
first really big winter influx was in 1957• The Black-throated Gray 
Warbler is a newcomer among western strays, but it is already regarded as 
a regular winter visitor a1ong with Bullock's Oriole, Western Tanager, 

and Clay-colored Sparrow. 
In fact, there are so many western strays in Florida, that have sud­

denly taken on the characteristics of regular winter visitors within the 
last f1.ve or ten years, that one \,londers if it isn't basically a matter 
of better .t'ield ornithology in finding and identifying such birds. This 
may well be the case in regard to such hard to .t'ind, hard to identify 
birds as Bell's Vireo (now quite regular around Miami) , Bullock's Oriole, 
Tropical Kingbird, Masked Dick, Wied's Crested Flycatcher, Western Meadow­
lark, Black-headed Grosbeak, Western Tanager. and Clay-colored Sparrow. 

On the other band, there are a number of other species whose appea r­
ance in the East have been So recent and spectacular that there is no 
question about dating their arrival. Outstanding in this regard is the 
appearance of the Fulvous Tree Duck about si.X years ago and Brewer• s 

Blackbird about ten years ago. 
Mention ooul.d be made of other west ern strays in Florida or the 

siz able stray element in the same state that is of West Indian origin. 
But enough has been said, I feel, to show the evolution from most casual 

of strays to regular winter visitor. 
The original strays may have been drifted offcourse by beam winds, 

carried by stonns, or, as suggested in Part I, may have simply moved in 
a new direction in response to a mutational change in inherited direction. 
If the last, presumably there would be repeat perfonnances in future years 
by birds carrying this characteristic. If, ho\.lever, the survival rate 
were too low, nothing permanent would be accomplished. Silllilarly there 
would not be a range expansion if only an occasional bird were drifted 
or blown off course. The bird that is really off the beam, Uke the Gray 
Kingbird at Cape Beale in British Columbia in September, 1889: has nothing 

•u.s.Natl.Musewn Bull. 179, Life Histories North American Flycatchers, 
Larks, Swallows, and their Allies, A. C. Bent, 19420 
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of biological significance to offer. But t he west ern stray along the 
Atlantic coast ia a potential pioneer that should be watched. Prevail.in~ 
westerly winds in the fall will not illlpede the arrival of others of i ta 
kind. There are no high mo1U1.tain barriers to prevent a return to the 
breeding range. And what is more, the bird has only to move with the gen;. 
eral fl.ow of migration to the southwest to find a congenial winter home 
in Florida or some other part or the South. The constant repitition of 
visits by strays to such favored locati ons gradually leads, so it would 
seem, to the accepta nce of new migrato:cy and wintering habits by a porti on 
of the species. The "volunta.ry" return along the new migration route, 
however circuitous this route may be, and the eventual arrival at the new 
winter home is favored, so it would appear, by locality imprinting. But 
how individuals so oriented transmit this sense to their progeny or still 
others o:f their \d.nd is totally unknown. The only evidence we have tbat 
this sense is transmitted is in the maey instances 1n which species have 
first appeared as casual strays and then, after varying lengths of tilll.e, 
have taken on the aspect of regular visitors. 

It may be assumed that even after the regular status has been ob­
tained, certain individuals are still involunta:cy arrivals in that they 
may have been drifted by wind, caught up in storms, and the like. The 
picture is particularly complicated in the Northeast where in spring and 
fal1 there is one procession of weather movements after ano t her that 
could account for both southern and western strays. The only criteria I 
have used in distinguishing between probable weather strays and those 
that come voluntarily are regularity 1n appearance and numbers. To use 
as an example the fall wart>lers of southern origin in New England, I 
would not regard Kentucky, Prothonotary, Cerulean, Hooded, or Wonn-eating 
Warblers to be common or regular enough to be anything but weather strays, 
The Yellow-breasted Chat, on the other hand, I would consider as common 
and regular enough since about 1946 to be considered a vol untary llligrant 
into t.ha region. 

Criteria need to be established for separating weather strays from 
birds that are more probably regular visitors or winter residents. There 
are cases, to be sure, when a bird's appearance is so well coITelated with 
that of a stonnor major weather movement as to rulA out any other reason 
for its arrival. But even without such evidence there is much to be 
learned by examining the bird in the hand and its behavior 1n a free state. 

roes the bird seem tired, and does examination in the hand show 
absence of rat, or is its weight Dlllch below the altarage for the species? 
Such bits of detail are helpfUl in classifying the stray. Is it a victim 
of adverse weather, perhaps nearly exha usted and underweight , or in act­
ual1 ty is the bird only responding to an internal change that is taking 
it, and others of its kind, out si de the range l imi t s that we, hUlllan 
observers, have prescri bed f or it ? __. 

Box J89, Leesburg, Virginia, -,. f -1" 
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ND ~XAMINATION OF UVE BIRDS 
HANDLING A ~Haclanan Melvin Garland, 
By I)Ou.glas c.k and B~tsy Scha ffer 

Pan Min ~' k hop Manual, Vol.• I• ~ 962) 
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ri nted from the V'lor s 
(Rep d only a few birds as wel.l 

ncluding those who ban more and more studies 
Many bird bander~, ~e volwnes, are perform~n~hniques t hemselves and 

as those who band in i a handled; therefore th~ e Following are SOll!8 o:f 
n each bird that s i reasinglY' importan • 

~: time element beco:: h:!e fowid helpful: 
the pl"Ocedures which 

IENTLY fOR BANDING 
OLD!NG THE BIRD coNVEN crht hand, turn it 

H the thighs with the rlo t the palm ot the 
A Grasp it firmlY by that its back is agains d the other fingers 

around• into the left han~~;er over the neck gent;~t~re left free to 
hand. Close the little The thumb and index nng 

• rmlY around the body. bing the band. 
~ild the tarsus while attac the index and second 

o n its neck between finger closed 
Or B. Grasp it so a~ito p~~it and feet by t~~/}i!~:r to bold the 

fingers• and the wi~t ~!~ves the thwnb and r 
against thett~•the band. 
tarsus to a 

-
--------------~ f athers are blmm fr fat. The e t sur-FAT is to examine o of upper breas . . 

The next operati~nllowing regions: (a) a~a a (windpipe) enters it, 
ently to expose the ( culum) where the t~c e its underside); 

~widing the wishbone fu~ear attachment of wingt~n ribs). Fat deposits 
(b) axilla (side o: b(~) the abdomen (posterio~rasting with the red 
(c) the lower back,h kin as yellow areas con 
will show through t es 

,t color of the muscles. 




