
Nov-Dec 1962 
EBBA NEWS 

HERON RECOVERIES Page 210 
(The following is fro 1 By B. W. Beall 
carbon copy of FrankmFa ett~r from Mr. Beall, to whom 
page of this issue ---~:)rs article, which appears o~ ~d sent a 

e Precedin 
I was glad to receive g 

a ble to obtain the detailsy~;rt!etter today. It is not often tha 
H e recovery of one of my bands t I am 
ere are a fe w back • 

south and west slo e ground details. The he ron 
vegetation is hawtho;:r :i~!ll near Spiro, Okla homa~ i~ lo cated on the 
is testified to by ma • soDie oak and elm. The d e predolll1nant 

ny Slllall clUJJlps of Pri kl ?yne ss of the are 
c Y pear, our loca]. a 

About JOO pairs of bi cac tus. 
Herons, with a few rds nest in the heron 
feet up in the hawt~ommon and Snowy Egrets. Th;-1bi:stly Little l3lue 
parts of the small o;~s. ~he CollllllOn Egrets ge nera.11; ~==: from 4 to 15 
young birds can scrambl; fro: bushbes are so clo se together t::t tthhe upper 

one ush to another. · 8 

I located the heron 
then. About 2600 ry in 1958 and have been ba 
banded, this year ~:;g

35
b~rds have been banded. In ~ 6f ;5

h;re since 
• young were 

The l Of the 2600 birds I have gotten 14 recoverie 
1st follows : s -- most were ht 

212ecies 
Common Egret 
Snowy Egret 

Banded 
~/6/59 
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" " Little Blue 
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6/ 18/ 60 
Heron 6/ 13/ 59 

" 6/ 4/ 60 
'' 5/23/59 
" 6/ 18/ 60 
" 6/ 4/ 60 
" 6/13/59 
" 5/ 23/59 
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12/ 10/60 
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c location 
omayagua, Honduras 

Puntarenas, Costa Rica 
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near Lake Mana 
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Quibd • ntz, Mexico 

0 • Choco , Colombia 
7, Panama 
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New Madrid, Missouri 
Port de Qu Shi epos, Costa Rica 
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The sub j ect of strays and stragglers and why the y appear where they 
dO is one of major interest t o bird-handers and one t o which banding has 
~ade a contribution by supplying undeniable factual evidence. In Part I , 
l discussed the ret urn of strays to the exact out-of -range localities 
~here the y were first seen or banded. I suggested t hat through imprinting, 
t he bird, if' at the rig ht stage of immaturity, subst ituted in its con­
soiousness t he new locality over the inherited one as an accepted part 
of its range. 

It may be asked, does such acceptance by occasional birds have any 
permanent effect so far as the species as a whole is concerned? 

It is my belief that if en ough strays of the same kind appear at 
t he same localities over a long enough period of time there is a penn­
anent effect. Sometimes the result is the establishment of an outpost 
of winter range, perhaps separated by hundreds or even thousands of miles 
from the nonnal winter range. Again the result may be a deviation in the 
nonnal migration route. Repeated appearances of strays in regions wt­

suitable for winter occupation may actually lead to a migration through 
those regions each year by a segment of the species. Something of this 
kind appears to have taken place in New England, for example, where each 
fall season sees a marked movement of western species; most notably, the 
I.ark Sparrow, Western Kingbird, and Dickcissel, and of perhaps one or 
more southern species. Of particular interest is the fall movement of 
the Yellow-breasted Chat, a southern species, into New England and to 
some extent into the Mari time Provinces. 

The movement of bi rds in this group through New England and adjacent 
regions is often accompanied by lingering; that is, the species in question 
act for a time a s though they were going to take up winter residence. Now 
and then Chats and others do attempt to spend the winter. Many settle down 
near feeding stations. Most seem to stay as close to the coast as possible. 
The milder maritime cli mate is undoubtedly a facto r in selecting coastal 
locations. 

It would seem as thou gh the Chats and other s did have an attacmnen t, 
i t might be called, to the region, and this, in turn, suggests an adapt­
a tion that has come about through countless ca ses over many generations of 
i mmature birds haVing been subject to locality imprinting at a time when 
perhaps weather factors made them invo luntary visitors. 

The severity of northern winters permits f ew of these Visitors to 
remain. The exodus of Chats, Lark Sparrows, Weste rn Kingbirds, etc.• in 
fact, begins well befo re winter sets in. Coastal mist netting stations 
from Nova Scotia to Maryland begin recording such birds in late August. 
Timing their appearance s, as a rule, with the col d fronts that bring the 
big movements of other migrants, these birds move along with the rest. 




