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Have you had a ra photograph it? Wi re specie s of bird i flower? Longed tos~ed that you could capt~ryour hand and wanted 
of a returning bird 7 ave a photo graphic reco~ thfe beauty of a wU~ o the changes i n plUlQa 

Even t or one wh go 
differen ce betwee o does not know -- or • ex•elle nt photo n a di opter and a portra doosn t care t o know . 
made by th e East:-!~h;: ju st pushing a bu!: ••• 1t is P• ••ible ; :• 
ti s ts to •sna • o k eo_,.,, prim. _ . on• The Sta rt•cl> Vo 
n•tur•li•ts i!v: dr oc,n'1 ot medical and ~!! /rr ••• by doctor•":: ~ .. , 
It wa• designed to •covered its val •• tor c • ca•• hi•tori•• b•t en. 
;!:/.:l•tively i!!;;.!!rv:•:.fo r prof••~~:?~•~ p•otograp~ 
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•••••ry with em min• s all th ose-up pict 
• that 1t has a "P1nhi•••ive equipment, Th • gadgetry usually •re, 

depth of field o e" (f • 64 Diaphragm) e secret of the Starte h • opening which yi c 
LIGHT eld• extreme 

Since all photo necessity to k graphs are taken with di now about 11 h a fla h b .. :~~!;'
1 

:•:: 1:•d above i.!:~r=~ ~•ca•s• .; t•=
1

~:;"!"P1~ t e camera, which tak ens opening to set A o e" 
FOCUS •• a 11-2 flas• bulb • fl••• unit 
_ _...c. • 

Pictures ma b lense hi Y e ta.ken at two th s w ch come with the distances by usi 
1:u::~••t is from 4 to 6 i=ra• One, color •od: :• two a•••••ory 

ment 1• :•:.;!\~!j::~tt• trm 8 

sa:y;) r:.::~::!• col!~ ~d:-:..:~~ 
BACKGROUND ng o the same color as t~; lThe only require-ens used. 

Any colored t becoming distra tmai eri.al behind th c ng. e subject keeps the back 
RESULTS ground from 

It's simple to believe it? Try it get color po-utrait f • • • you '11 b s o birds or fl 24 Bowma D e amazed and pleased ::~st. You don't 
n ri.ve, Gree wi he results. 

n ch, Connecticut. 
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EFFECTIVENESS O:F THE BA.I,-CHA TRI TRAP 
ON RAPTORS OTHER THAN THE KESTREL 

By Stuart D. Henderson 

Having f ound the Bal-Chatrl trap to be reasonably effective on 
i, ,trels, •• hav• attempted, over th• la•t t•re• years, to BaJ.-Chatri 
t taP many ot•er spe•i•• of both hawk• and owl• with varying re••lts, 

s•veral different shapes and s1••• of th• ba•i• trap haV• been •••d 
;1th monotilament te•t• running from ~ to )5 lbs, Th• majority of tbe 
, rap• have been of a round or octagonal shape, usuallY wit• a wooden, 
i,ut somet1m•• wire, bOttom, Height ha• varied ,it• th• •i•• of th• 

l ive bait item utUJ.zed. 
Instance• are li•t•d where handers of o•r acq•aintan•• have be•• 

••• .. ••tu1 wit• a spe•i•• whi•• we ha•• •itber b•en unabl• to trap, or 
h••• had no experien•• with. state• wbera bird• were trapp•d are listed, 
other typas of trap• whi•h ha"" been su•••••f•l on a given •p•ci•• 

are noted. 
!:!!WKS 

Cooper'• Hawk (A••ipiter •••p•rii) - 1 adul.t mal.•: pa., 1961; by 
ChO•ter J. ""bertson, Jr.. Bait, pigeon, Th• Bow-Net Trap (hand-operated 
or a•tol and th• Tanglefoot Trap ••t•h Oo•bawks, Cooper'•• and Sbarp-shin•• 

Red-tailed Hawk (llU teo J"""'-""nsis) - 0. 1'Dnald A•sting of Harri•••, 
Obi• trap• man>' Rod-tail• with the na1-Chatri •sing "'-••, starling•, or 
pigeons for .. it, No su••••• on Ma••••••••tt• bird•• Hand-operated Bow 
trap with pig•••• is very .rrective on Peonsylvania migrants, 

,-d-sbOuld•red Hawk (llUte• Uneatus) - ) Ma••• aduJ.t• by John B, 
Holt, Jr. Bait• mi••• I have bad ••••ral •ttacks on the aal-Obatri, 
but no capt•re•• Th• verbail Pol• Trap ta<•• this spe•1•• 1r ••tan a 
favorite perch, Infrequently caught with Bow trap and pigeon 1n Pa, 

Broad-win ed Hawk (Buteo la teru•) - Very prone to tbe Bal-Ch• tri, 
perhaP• even more so than th• Ke•trel, 5 Ma••• adul.t• by th• aut••r: 3 
spring Ma••• bird• and 5 fall pa. bird• by Holt; in 1961, 1 •-•r Ma••• 
bird by Rolt in 1962, 1 haV8 even bad an 1n••b•ting male drop from tbe 
ne•t to be taken by a Bal-Chatri baited wJ.th-.n adult chipmunk, whi•h 
bad b••• set und•r th• ns•t tree, In another in•tanc• • femal• p•rfo,..,.•d 
a s1m11ar feat, from a n••t containing two large downY young, tor a trap 
containing 2 ,mite"'-••• untort•nate1Y this femal-• brok• o•t of the 
trap betore 1 was able to re••• her. Bait has •lway• been mi•• or a 
Chipmunk• No other trap •a• be•• •••ce•stu1 on this spe•1•• to my 

knowledge. 
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Top right - Adult male K t 1 es re • 
The Hawk Owl i 
three pictures~ s1~:t~n the other 
J. Campbell and the autf::1s by 
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Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus s. johannis) - 1 normal phase, Ron 
Austing, in Ohio using a starling as bait. Mass. wintering birds have 
completely ignored our efforts with mice or young rats as bait. (The 
author once caught a small ma.le Kestrel in a trap set for a male Marsh 
Hawk. The bait was a hal.f-grown Norway Rat larger in both body size 
and weight than its would-be antagonist!) 

Harrier (Circus cyaneus hudsonius) - 1 adult female taken by Chester 
J. Robertson, Jr. on the Pa. ridges in 1960. Bait: mouse. Fall Mass. 
birds which I have attempted to trap in the vicinity of Plum Island, have 
completely ignored well-exposed traps which they have passed directly 
over in h11nting. This ha.a led me to believe that 'the Marsh Hawk would 
not normally be taken by the Bal-Chatri. 

Qfil2 

Screech Owl (Otus asio) - Alexander C. Nagy has caught a few Pa. 
birds using the Bal-Chatri, but the method of attack of this species 
renders the Bal-Cnatri virtually ineffective. The Screech Owl strikes 
the trap readily and with some force, but merely sits staring malevolently 
at the mice inside, making little or no further attempts to reach the 
bait. We once observed by flashlight while an adult in one of my-box 
areas attacked the Bal-Chatri thirteen consecutive times without so much 
as entangling one taloni A Pole Net captures some extremely tame Pa. 
adults. 

Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca) - 1 Mass. male by Holt using a pigeon 
as bait in 1961. Snowies come in to almost any type of trap baited with 
a pigeon very readily, but always seem to escape in some way or another 
when we are operating the traps. 

Hawk Owl (Surnia ulula caparoch) - 1 individual trapped and banded 
02-11-62 in Meredith, N.R. by the author and ~ohn Campbell using an 
8 lb. test Kestrel-size Bal-Chatri. One white mouse as bait. (strangely 
enough white lllice on a plain wooden bottom seem to work perfectly even 
when the ground is snow-covered. Movement on the part of the bait seems 
the only essential item.) The attack of this species was one of the 
most rapid and aggressive I have observed. Even as our car drew close 
the bird seemed to have no interest other than the mouse in the trap. 
An interesting development was that, although the banding manual re
commends a size 5 (6 in old manual) band for this species, "18 found that 
even the locking 7B finally arrived at was a snug fit. I might add 
that we were also quite surprised at the amazing strength in the legs 
and talons of this relatively small bird. It was able to readily pierce 
anny-issue leather gloves with thick wool inserts, and to our discomfort. 
also our skin beneath the gloves! That this species is able to take 
Ftarmigan on its home range no longer seems unbelievable to this birder! 
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Mention was made f t -
success on Red h o he VerbaU Pole Tra 
serious disad,,;~~ulders, but I wish to add tfut:1it relation to so111e 

;f~~t:r;r:n:nJ~r!;~:;et 1:t!:to!atiy~ ~;ea~:; 

8 

H!~~d ~l=~m: ;~t-r 
Red-shoulder, Long-eared Ow-1 vertently. Jack Holt ha;e~~d Owl, Flicker .. 
a Golden F.agle with one o.f th:nd tan Osprey. Chester Robe~s~n Horned 0T11l, 

The major disadva ta 
sa raps. even took 

around a bird' 1 n ge of the trap is that 
the bird. Twos of e:; ~,ten causes superficial or 1!:e cord which it th.rows 
Kingfisher suffe ree Great Horned Owls the n serious injury to 
Horned Owl reqUi:.::; superficial cuts on one ;r bot:Sf-shoulder, and the 
of the legs. Holt's s;;-eral days of retention to t egs, and Holt•s 
dead a few weeks lat ng-eared Owl died under carereat serious sweU1ng 
legs d er near the poi t . ' and my own an appeared groggy t n o.f release. It had was round 
leg cut, and the oth a release. One of my Ket cuts on both 
was killed, and the ;~~rery bad cut. The Fl.icke: r:shhad a non-serious 

e suffered a broken le w c my trap took w g. 
e no longer use VerbaU Pole 

Traps because: 
(1) Th 1 

ere s no way of controlling what they will 
(2) 

(3) 

I capture. njuries to tra d 
ppe birds are altogether too 

frequent. 
Two or three checks a da 

the trap for too 1 y are necessary to avoid l 
ong a period of' tilne • eaving a bird in 

If use of the Verbail 
tails' Horned Owls is limited to lar e s 
served at regular 1 ~sprays, etc., in a s1tu!tio~ec!es the size of Red
be used under close n e.rvals, it is an excellent tZ: ere it can be ob-

supervision. P, but it should only 

Our other trappin t 
ably safe, and we havegi:~ hods, _especially the Bal-Chat i 

no inJunes whatsoever whil r • seem reason-
The author thank th e using them. 

~;~ ~;:ns~:~i ;;;~:i;~; ~;f:ra!:":~!1;:n!!~n;irr~ic!he information 
ng and improving our ra to t assistance they 

I shall be glad to f p r- rapping techniques. 
any interested persons. Urnish any f'urther available 

infonoation to 
33 Tewksbury st Ball rd •• a ville, Mas 0 8

• - ctober 101 1962• 
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By Frank P. Frazier, Jr. 
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A docwnented band recovery from a country like Peru, where there is 
little, if any, popular interest in birds, is always a notable occasion, 
and the details of how this recovery occurred and was reported will per
haps be of interest to EBBA members. 

An article appeared in El Comercio, Lima's leading daily newspaper, 
on October Jrd, that a bird believed to be a heron was shot by two young 
ladies on an hacienda near Chiclayo, in northern Peru. At the time of 
writing the article, the bird was still alive and under the care of the 
hacienda's veterinarian. It made the papers because it bore a band, 
nwnber 646-74415, from the "Estados Unidos de Norteamerica". 

Fortunately the arttcle mentioned the name of the hacienda, and I 
wrote to the Hacienda Cayalti asking for details. The hacienda manager 
replied (in itself an ag1!'8eable surprise) confinning the band number and 
saying that the bird had died. He could not send me the body for ident
ification, because the young ladies were having it stuffed to add to 
their collection, 

I wrote Allen Duvall, reporting what data I could give about the 
location and approximate date (about September JO) of recovery, and he 
was kind enough to send me the banding data and a photo-copy of a letter 
he had received from the girls who shot the bird. 

The bird had been banded as a "local" Little Blue Heron on June 25, 
1961 by Mr. B. W. Beall. near Spire, Oklahoma. (~ ~ ~) 

Little Blue Herons occur regularly in Peru, and aprticularly in the 
north. The place of recovery is at 7° South latitude; Lima, by comparison, 
is at 12°. I believe that this is the first recovery record for this 
species in Peru. 

One may suppose that for each banded bird recovered in this country, 
many are found but not reported due to the large illiterate population 
and general lack of interest. Up to February 1961 (-when I counted records) 
there were 42 recoveries in Peru of birds banded in North America; of 
these, 29 were Blue-winged Teal shot by hunters. Others were Pintail, 
Osprey, Common Tern, Laughing and Franklin's Gulls, and Chimney Swift. 

Colmena Derecha 208, Lima, Peru. 

What will you share with your 
fellow members at the Annual 
Meeting next April? Write !!2!::. 
to Rev. Garrett Detwiler ••• 




