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Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus s. johannis) - 1 normal phase, Ron
Austing, in Ohio using a starling as bait. Mass. wintering birds have
completely ignored our efforts with mice or young rats as bait. (The
author once caught a small male Kestrel in a trap set for a male Marsh
Hawk. The bait was a half-grown Norway Rat larger in both body size
and weight than its would-be antagonist!)

Harrier (Circus cyaneus hudsonius) - 1 adult female taken by Chester
J. Robertson, Jr. on the Pa. ridges in 1960. Bait: mouse. Fall Mass.
birds which I have attempted to trap in the viecinity of Plum Island, have
completely ignored well-exposed traps which they have passed directly
over in hunting. This has led me to believe that the Marsh Hawk would

not normally be taken by the Bal-Chatri.

OWLS

Screech Owl (Otus asio) - Alexander C. Nagy has caught a few Pa,
birds using the Bal-Chatri, but the method of attack of this species
renders the Bal-Chatrl virtually ineffective. The Screech Owl strikes
the trap readily and with some force, but merely sits staring malevolently
at the mice inside, making little or no further attempts to reach the
bait. We once observed by flashlight while an adult in one of my box
areas attacked the Bal-Chatri thirteen consecutive times without so much
as entangling one talon! A Pole Net captures some extremely tame Pa.
adults.

Snowy Owl (Nyctea scandiaca) - 1 Mass. male by Holt using a pigeon
as bait in 1961. Snowies come in to almost any type of trap baited with
a pigeon very readily, but always seem to escape in some way or another
when we are operating the traps.

Hawk Owl (Surnia ulula caparoch) - 1 individual trapped and banded
02-11-62 in Meredith, N.H. by the author and John Campbell using an
8 1b, test Kestrel-size Bal-Chatri. One white mouse as bait. (Strangely
enough white mice on a plain wooden bottom seem to work perfectly even
when the ground is snow-covered. DMovement on the part of the bait seems
the only essential item.) The attack of this species was one of the
most rapid and aggressive I have observed. Even as our car drew close
the bird seemed to have no interest other than the mouse in the trap.
An interesting development was that, although the banding manual re-
commends a size 5 (6 in old manual) band for this species, we found that
even the locking 7B finally arrived at was a snug fit. I might add
that we were also quite surprised at the amazing strength in the legs
and talons of this relatively small bird. It was able to readily pierce
ammy-issue leather gloves with thick wool inserts, and to our discomfort,
also our skin beneath the gloves! That this specles is able to take
Ptarmigan on its home range no longer seems unbelievable to this birder!
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