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RATTLESNAKE and CHICKADEE 

With help from_ Mrs. Dater we secured a netting pennit. Our list 
of species grew to 49 and our tota l grew to more than 600 birds. We 
remain in awe of th e figure s we fi nd in EBBA NEWS: 

While giving a nature talk for school children I talked about bird 
banding, naturally. Two boys had caught five birds in a home made trap, 
one of them was banded, and "what should they have done?" I had to 
tell them that it was unlawful to tr ap wild birds without a pennit, but 
had to admit that someone would have been very pleased to know about 
the bird. The teacher said she had cared for a hurt bird for a few 
weeks, and it died. The bird had a band on it, but not knowing what 
to do about it she did nothing. In both cases they did not know what 
kind of bird it was. It occurred to me that many birds are probably 
never reported because the small bands cannot carry thorough instruc
tion, and most people would not think to do something about a band of 
this kind that might come into their hands. I hope that the right 
person finds my banded birds, as I await the day to hear from one of 
them. Thirty-four of our first 150 birds have returned. We are making 
a study of the bird life in general of our mountain-top area, making 
notes on bird personalities, and special notes on Chickadees. 

The first year has proven that I have lots to learn. I had the 
feeling at the .Annual Meeting that there was a vast store of knowledge 
among the people tDere, and I felt privileged to share in it and con
tribute anything I can. The first year also proved that I had under
estimated my wife's helpfulness, as usual! We both look forward to 
next year's meeting and we hope to attend more fully. 

51 Seventh Ave., So., New York 14, N.Y. 
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By Jerry F. Pace 

ha heard of Cocoa Florid.a and about the large 
Almost eve:ryon~ve sin winter. In the summer we don't have as many, 

pUJl1ber of birds we ldn't have too much trouble getting a list 
bUt even in the summier ~u wouday We don't have too many nesting birds 
" 1 oo or more spec es in one • 

0"' o e of the main nesting birds is the Least Tern. 
nere. n 

During the summer Least Terns are v~d co:o~h:ro~;~~/~~~lan 

11:ist of t~~~:s;
0
;e~~

0
::s!o 

0
~e::-~~ ~~e be!ches and other areas. ~ne 

Rivers. Merritt Island is a real nesting place. Sand was pumped up ere 
~o: an area for building houses, but for some reason the houses were 

not built right away. 

Last year the Least Terns nested on this pumped in aretah and I wias 
r1 th i ason This year e area s 

able to band 72 immature~ dut ~ e ~u~eit 1; being prepared for building. 
still being usef /Y ~he 2~a~96/r~tfound approximately 100 nests in a 
On IIIY first vis ri• Ybo t 50 x' 20 yards Each nest contained from 1 to 3 
small area measu ng a u • 
eggs, but only 6 young were ready to be banded. 

On May 28 I again made the 6 mile trip on my bicycle b ~~y ~o hFd 
that all the nests bad been destroyed. A road was being u d ;.ith 

· lony and almost all of the nests were covere 
through the main co a 1-:i 4--~ture Least Terns l</ere found nearby 
two feet of dirt. nowever .1 .u 1

Jj.= 

and were banded. 

Least Tern's nest on Merritt Island containing 2 eggs 
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Another small colony was discovered on May 31 about 400 yards a 
from the main colony. There I found about 20 nests and banded 17 mo:Y 
immature Least Terns. 

EBBA NEWS 

A Mottled Duck also nests in this area and on June 1 all 10 eggs 
hatched. Black-necked Stilts were also nesting here. 

Black-necked Stilt nest on Merritt Island 

Blackbirds, Grackles and Crows gave the Least Terns a great deal of 
trouble. I found from 20 to JO eggs that had been destroyed. The Least 
Terns seemed to object to the presence of the Black-necked Stilts, too. 

While I \fclS banding the immature Least Terns I received objections 
from the adults in the form of their harsh squealing and close diving. 
This gave me an idea. I made a hand net out of an old torn mist net. 
The net was 3 feet long and was placed on a loop measuring 16 x 18 inches, 
with a handle J feet long. If I had used the net earlier in the season 
I would have had much better luck, but by the time I began using the hand 
net it was too late to catch many birds. The nesting season was almost 
over and the Least Terns weren't diving close enough. However I did get 
a couple of tries and managed to catch one adult. 

I didn't use any mist nets because it is always windy here - and 
there is no protection from the wind. 

Another visit to this area on June 4 turned up only 7 immature Least 
Terns. My final visit was on June 9, when I was able to find and band 
only 4. 

On June 10 I started on a bird watching tour of South Florida. Two 
other ornithologists were traveling with me: Fredric Haerich and Jerry 
Conken. While we were down in the Keys, we discovered a large colony of 
Least Terns on the Vaca Keys. We made camp just before dark and were 
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ble to band 12 immature Least Terns while we still had some visibility. 
a ring the night we decided to try something new. We u se d a camping 
fiashlight to se arch for immature birds. We banded 5 inllnatures in this 

11aY• 

In the morning we started banding again. We used a systematic method 
f searching for immatures hiding on t he ground. Wo covered most of the 

0 rea this way. We also kept our binoc ulars on immat.ure foast Tems tha .t 
'ere trying to get away by running ahe ad of us. \I-Then 6 or more were 11
p0tted running fairly closely togethe r, we would sprint a fe w hundred 

5
ards and capture them when they tried to camouflage themselves. Thi s 

~etbod really worked fine. 

The birds had very little t:roublo wit.h camoufl age bBcanse th e c;round 
i,as covered with shells and rocks and they blended. right 1nto :\.t. We 
bad to go slowly and look very carefully to find them. One immature 
escaped by jumping into the water and swimming to a small island. We 
ended the morning most success.fully, with a. total of 52 Least Terns ba;1ded. 

Near this Least Tern colony we discovered a small colony of Roseate 
Terns. We were able to find only 3 immatures, but several nests were 
located, each nest containing only one egg. 

This year l banded 116 Lc)a st 'I'tn•ns, and ;:i.1.togeth(YC J have b:m decl 188 . 
so far I haven wt had any roco v<-lJ:':i.(,i,, , b'l):t. I hope to h<·Jtn' uf ' ''<j n.::;, :;oono 

Area where Roseate Terns nested on the Vaca Keys 

306 N. Kentucky Ave., Cocoa, Florida 




