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THE HONEY-JAR FEEDER 
By David Junkin 

Trapping birds has become such a hobby to many of us, that we have 
found ourselves experimenting with new ideas for traps. Some of these 
ideas naturally come as a result o.f our o'W?l thinking, while others appear 
unexpectedly. An ex.ample of the latter appeared this past winter at tl\a 
Field Station of the Massachusetts Audubon Society's Drumlin Fann Sanct~
ary in South Lincoln, Mass. 

A one-half gallon honey-jar was suspended by wires from two branches 
of a red cedar. The purpose was to have a bird feeder for attracting 
potential band-wearers to the area. Sunflower seed was put inside the 
jar which wasfour and one-half feet above the ground. 

In February a small nock of .American Goldfinches showed up and we 
soon realized that the greedy Goldfinches, which like to have a feeder all 
to themselves, would fly in and extract the seeds from their shells, leav. 
ing the jar full of shells. On the other hand, Black-capped Chickadees 
and White-breasted Nuthatches (as is characteristic of them) would take 
one seed and leave. 

One day, one of the men decided to run out to see what affect a scare 
would have on the Goldfinches. It was discovered then that the Goldfinchaa 
had a bard time finding their way out and as a result, could be easily 
trapped inside the jar. Pine siskins also showed the same oharacteristi • 
Chickadees and Nuthatches could never be caught by thi~ method, though 1t 
was tried a few t1mes. Furthennore, besides being a good trap, this feeder 
never again attracted any Goldfinches previously caught in it, while t}rl.o 
device continued to help draw other birds into the area. The photographs 
on the preceding page both show Pine Siskins caught in the jar-feeder. 

Drumlin Fann, South Lincoln, Mass. 
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Banding birds can be a pretty lonely occupation - rewarding though 
is in so many different ways. That's one of the reasons why, perhaps, 

it et such huge enjoyment our of Operation Recovery - Island Beach each 
l ~wnn- For here, in this joint venture, there is always the give and 
8\ 8 of "What do you call this?" (the bird being partially concealed in 
tafellow bander's hand), or the excitement of discussing a new theory 
!n migration routes, or a new way of setting up nets or keeping records 

or almost anything else • .... 
And the bander checking his net lane, especially on a slack day when 

the mosquitoes outnumber the birds by many thousands to one, might expect 
to find -- perhaps a rarity from the south or west -- or perhaps a shell 
or a piece of drif'twood placed there by another idle bander. (Would the 
initials of such a prankster be JCS, or BM, or ML, or even FPF?) 

Some 21,179 birds of 132 species were banded during the Island 
Beach, New Jersey, Operation Recovery Bird Banding Project, August 25 to 
October 29, 1961, under the joint leadership of .2J.ise Dickerson and 
Mabel Warburton. 

A Cassins Sparrow and a Painted Bunting headed the list of rare and 
common birds banded, weighed, measured, recorded and released. As might 
be expected, more Juncos (2790) were taken than any other species. Other 
totals included 1639 Catbirds, 1147 Brown Creepers, 1078 Myrtle Warblers, 
936 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 857 Swainson's Thrushes, 800 American Red
starts, 623 Red-eyed Vireos, 581 Yellowthroats, 528 Rufous-sided Towhees, 
505 Red-breasted Nuthatches, and 490 Song Sparrows. 

More than 40 persons participated as netters and handers, recorders 
and assistants, observers and photographers. (The complete day by day 
statistical list may be obtained from either of the co-directors, Elise 
Dickerson or Mabel Warburton, by sending 25¢ and your name and address.) 

But these statistics can tell only part of the story. More inform
ation on the whole Atlantic Coastal Netting Project is contained in the 
article appearing in ~-Banding, Vol. XXIX, No. 3, pages 137-168, by 
Baird, Robbins, Bagg and Dennis, and in Stanley s. Dickerson's article 
on the Island Beach, N .J. Operation Recovery activities in EBBA NEWS, 
Vol. 21, No. 3, pages 47-51. Other articles on various aspects of OR 
either have already been printed, or will be in the near future. 




