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THE INQUISITIVE CHICKADZE
By Michael J. Thomas

The family Paridae was someone's gift to the back~yard ornithologl_i
Most of my bird-watching has been done in Britain, where two specieg or“'

repertoire. Thig species provided the research material for a
paper in Bird Study, the publication of the British Trust for 0
by Miss Terry Gompertz, who lives five miles from the center of
Her paper was on the subject of the voice of the Great Tit,

and Great Tits were the thieves and that the habit appeared to be a
learned one since the spread of such thieving was traceable and appeareq

other day in Wy backyard in Syracuse., I had Just set up a new five metep
net, and my first catch was in it, a Junco., A party of Black-capped
Chickadees (Parus atricapillus) was feeding in the vicinity. No sooner
had the Junco landed in the net than four of the Chickadees flew into

an adjacent bush and one by one, or so it appeared, each flew up to the
net to investigate, Three flew up to the trapped bird and hovered for

a moment in front of it, One flew to the side of the net and perched on
a loop before flying back to the bush. Not one of the birds showed the
slightest intention of flying into the net,

420 Orchard Road, Syracuse 9, N.Y, Ifx

BANDING WITH A PURPOSH —o TH< DOWNY WOODPECKiR
By Herbert 4, Houston

In my banding program, I have begun to gather data on the Downy
Woodpecker, especially weights, I have been doing this in a rather hap-
hazard method on a number of species of birds for the past year, but T
am now trying to begin a more orderly procedure,

You can probably appreciate the reasons for choosing thig species;
ease of capture, definite difference betwsen Seéxes, and a resident bird
in fairly large numbers, T have a current repeating population of about
nine birds,





